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Memorandum  
  

Date:  August 15, 2022 
To: Teacher Preparation Providers 
From: Teacher Educator Essential Equivalency Committee 
RE: Guidance for Essential Equivalency for Teacher Educator Qualifications  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note to providers: 
 
As we consider the clustering of qualifications that might ensure essential equivalency to the 
educator qualifications outlined in 8705.1010, Standards 23 and 24, this committee is reminded 
that no one pathway to qualification is superior. Further, there is no perfect set of qualifications. 
Instead, there are a myriad of scenarios where someone who qualifies through Pathway 1 may 
not be the best fit for a program or a group of students, while someone whose clustering of 
experiences in Pathway 4 perfectly meet the needs of those we serve. 
 
As a result, this committee moves forward with guidance for Pathway 4 in a way that 
discourages rhetoric based on a hierarchy of the pathways. We remind providers that a qualified 
teacher educator can have a unique set of skills gained through a variety of educational and 
professional experiences. These varied experiences help many professionals gain the necessary 
content and pedagogical knowledge to teach one or more specific courses.  
 
Thus, providers should document the qualifications in any of the four pathways to qualification 
and feel confident in hiring those they know are the best fit for the teachers they prepare.  
 
Finally, when submitting inquiries  (URL: https://forms.office.com/g/BSkBkDcrJb ) 
to the Teacher Educator Essential Equivalency Committee (TEEEC), please include as much 
information about the educator as possible related to the categories included on this guidance 
document. More relevant information is always better! 
 
Directions for guidance: The following guidance table was created from inquiries submitted and 
reviewed by the TEEEC in summer 2022. Providers are encouraged to compare individual cases 
in the table below with educators who may also have essential equivalency questions. If there are 
no similarities with these examples, or if providers are unable to draw similar enough 
comparisons, please submit an inquiry as instructed above. 
 
Terms  
TOR – Teacher of record as defined in 8710.0310, subpart 1, item N. 
 

https://forms.office.com/g/BSkBkDcrJb
https://forms.office.com/g/BSkBkDcrJb
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/8710.0310/
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cell intentionally empty Educators’ Credentials TEEEC Recommendation 

Course(s)  Education 
Teacher 
Preparation   

B-12 Teaching 
Experience  

Other Experience Qualified for Pathway 4?  Notes for guidance 

1a.  
Adolescence to Post-
Secondary: Learning 
Disabilities   
(Content Course) 

MA.Ed, 
Educational 
Leadership 
Specialist 
degree 

Yes - ASD, 
ECSE 

10 years 
teaching ECSE, 8 
years SPED 
administration 

 

SPED director, ASD and ECSE 
license 

Yes, see notes. 3 years of prior experience of 
mentoring/evaluating teachers. 
Education and experience 
working with SPED programs 

1b.  
Assessment and 
Evaluation of 
Learners with 
Exceptionalities, the 
IEP process, 
Foundations of SPED 
(general SPED 
courses)  

Masters 
Education 

No None provided 20 years as school Psychologist Yes, the experiences and 
qualifications are highly 
aligned with teaching 
special education 
content, particularly 
assessment and 
evaluation. 

Extensive experience in 
assessment and evaluation; 
psychology and SPED draws on 
skills and expertise that are 
relevant and directly related/ 
intersectional. Pathway 4 would 
be viable option for someone 
with these credentials and 
experience. 

1c.  
Characteristics: 
Learning Disabilities  
(Content Course) 

MS 
Education  

Yes-
Elementary 

Elementary 
school teacher 

30 plus years school 
psychologist/counselor 
including assessment, 
teamwork, counseling, referral 

Yes- the experiences and 
qualifications are highly 
aligned with teaching 
special education 
content, particularly 
assessment and 
evaluation 

Previous work experiences makes 
them familiar with processes and 
skills required. Pathway 4 would 
be viable option for someone 
with these credentials and 
experience. 
 

1d. 
SPED Content 
Coursework (non-
methods) 
 

Ph.D. 
Reading 
Education; 
M.Ed 
Reading 
Education; 
B.S. Ed 
Psych 

No 
Intermittent 
projects with k-
12 

Higher Ed and 1 year private 
clinic, 2 years assessing 
students and mentoring 
teacher candidates, 3 years 
with students with disabilities-
nationally recognized for 
scholarship in reading 
disabilities.  

Yes, see notes. 

Previous work experience  and 
academic preparation would 
qualify educator to  teach non-
methods (with the exception of 
reading methods) 
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Course(s)  Education 
Teacher 
Preparation   

B-12 Teaching 
Experience  

Other Experience Qualified for Pathway 4?  Notes for guidance 

2a. Literacy in the 
Content Areas  
 

PHD in 
curriculum 
and 
instruction, 
BA English 

No 

21 years 
teaching HS 
English, speech 
and debate; 

6 years as faculty for 
University Debate Council- 
presenting lectures & 
workshops on literacy skills 
relevant to public speaking, 
presented on harnessing 
culturally relevant literacy 

Yes, based on years as 
HS English teacher- 
Expertise with skills and 
vocabulary would make 
this background 
proficient in the 
content-relevant to the 
teaching assignment. 
 
 

Proximity to scope would be 
important to consider in teaching 
assignment. If educator’s TOR 
experience is not in English 
(ComArts), more evidence may 
need to be documented that 
literacy has been a part of their 
teaching experience or provider 
would want to devise a 
professional development plan to 
fill in gaps.  

2b.  
K-12 Reading/Literacy 
Methods (SPED) 

Ph.D 
Reading 

No 
Work as support 
for people with 
disabilities 

None provided No, see notes. 

Without teaching experience 
relevant to this assignment, and 
without a cluster of experience in 
the classroom, teaching methods 
would not be an option. 

2c.  
Elementary Reading 
Methods 

BA 
Elementary 
Ed 

Yes None provided None at the level required No, see notes. 

Content relevancy is present but 
pedagogical knowledge is missing 
for the teaching assignment in 
methods. 

2d. Elementary 
Reading Methods 

Elementary 
Ed, Reading 
(k-12), MA 
Elementary 
Education-
PHD Literacy 
Elementary 

Yes 
Teacher of 
record for 26 
years grades 1-4 

30 years in education, 
teaching reading-Wide array 
of PD in reading, including 
LETRS and Dyslexia training 

Yes, see notes. 

Educator can document advanced 
coursework and experience 
developing readers at the level 
required for the teaching 
assignment. 
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Course(s)  Education 
Teacher 
Preparation   

B-12 Teaching 
Experience  

Other Experience Qualified for Pathway 4?  Notes for guidance 

3a. Elementary Math 
Methods 

Advanced 
degree is in 
math 

Yes 

Experience 
teaching middle 
school but not 
elementary/Diss
ertation in area 

Middle School Math-no 
Elementary 

Yes, see notes. 

If documented professional 
development is in scope and 
experience is adjacent to the 
scope, the Pathway 4 option 
could be a valid option. 
 
 

 
4a. Math Methods  

 
 

PHD Math 
education, 
BA math 

No 
More than 3 
years 

20+ years as math instructor in 
various programs, has 
provided professional 
development for teachers in 
the field of math and has 2 
years working in curriculum 
development for elementary 
and secondary students. 
 

Yes, see notes. 

Content and pedagogical 
knowledge within the scope and 
experience would qualify 
someone with this background to 
hold this assignment. 
 

 
4b. 
Middle/Secondary 
Math Methods  

 
 

Ph.D-Math 
Education, 
Master’s 
Degree-
Math 

Yes -
Secondary 
math 
education 

2 + years 

10 years supervising 
secondary math student 
teachers; 
Presents edTPA workshops for 
the elementary and secondary 
math student teachers;  
18 years supporting 
elementary, middle and high 
school  teachers in developing 
curriculum & instruction; 
Facilitates professional 
development training at 
Service Cooperative at the K-
12 level. 

Yes, see notes. 

While less than 3 years TOR 
experience is present, some 
experience in scope coupled with 
other experience working with 
students, plus education 
background with advanced 
content knowledge would make 
Pathway 4 an option.  
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Course(s)  Education 
Teacher 
Preparation   

B-12 Teaching 
Experience  

Other Experience Qualified for Pathway 4?  Notes for guidance 

 
4c. CTE/Technology 
Methods  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EdD 
Technology 
Education, 
M.S. 
Industrial 
Studies, B.S. 
Industrial 
Studies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 No 

 
10 years of 
experience 
teaching CTE 
 

10 years of experience as 
business owner and licensed 
contractor in Minnesota, 
demonstrating expertise in 
residential construction, 
concrete work, roofing, and 
decks;  
9 years teaching CTE courses-
higher ed; 
5 years as a Quality Assurance 
Manager and Product 
Development Manager in the 
cabinet industry;  
Membership in various state 
technology education 
associations.  

Yes, see notes. 

Intersection of pedagogical and 
content knowledge is present 
within the scope would make 
Pathway 4 an option. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4d. Health/PE 
Methods 

M.S. 
Community 
Heath/ 
Bachelors in 
Health 
Education 
(K-12) 
and Health 
Fitness 

Yes, K-12 
Health,  
Health 
Fitness 
 

Over 2 years of 
teaching in K-12 
setting;  
20+ years of 
experience in 
Health 
Education/Prom
otion, State of 
Minnesota (K-
12) Health 
Education and 
Coaching 
Licensure 

Over 17 years of working in 
Higher Education undergrad; 
 
Certified Health Education 
Specialist (C.H.E.S.) and 
ongoing professional 
development. 

Yes 

Teaching, education and other 
experiences compensated the 
lack of years as TOR—Cluster of 
experience is present. 
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Course(s)  Education 
Teacher 
Preparation   

B-12 Teaching 
Experience  

Other Experience Qualified for Pathway 4?  Notes for guidance 

4e. Communication 
Arts and Literature 
Methods  

PHD 
Literacy/Ma
sters and BA 
in English Ed 

No  

Professional 
development in 
Com 
Arts/Literature 
Related, 1 year 
of HS English 

25 years as instructor - 
associate professor of Com 
Arts  
 

Yes 

Proximity to scope would be 
important to consider in teaching 
assignment. If educator’s TOR 
experience is not in English 
(ComArts), more evidence may 
need to be documented that 
literacy has been a part of their 
teaching experience or provider 
would want to devise a 
professional development plan to 
fill in gaps.  
 

5a. Unknown-Just 
listed as ‘teacher 
educator’ 

Ph.D and 
B.A. 
Sociology 

No None provided Sociology related 
Depends on teaching 
assignment. See notes.  

Qualification would be based on 
where the standards are present 
in the course educator has been 
assigned to teach. Not qualified 
to teach methods. 
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