
Earn Cash While Supporting Educators

Help support educators who are looking to add new licenses or expand their scope via
the Professional Educators Licensing and Standards Board (PELSB) Portfolio pathway.
PELSB aims to partner with qualified professionals interested in reviewing portfolios
submitted by teachers. The portfolio pathway is an alternative to returning to school to
complete a teacher preparation program. In this pathway, teachers demonstrate
understanding and mastery of teacher standards by providing personal experiences.

Reviewers determine whether a teacher’s portfolio provides sufficient evidence of
knowledge and skills to be recommended for licensure. Reviewers provide detailed
feedback, recommendations, and/or suggestions on the teaching standards as well as
determining whether the applicant has sufficiently demonstrated that they understand
the subject area well enough to effectively teach it to students.

Reviewers can earn up to $300 per portfolio review.
There are three types of portfolio submissions that require reviewers:

Content Specific
Portfolios

Focuses on mastering the
standards of the content
area being submitted via
portfolio to be review by

two subject-area experts.

Pedagogical Portfolios

Reviewed by a panel of
reviewers. It is crucial that

reviewers have a strong
understanding of MN
Teacher Standards.
These standards are

different from the MN
Academic Standards.

Core Skills for CTE
and/or Special

Education Core Skills
Portfolios

Focuses on standards
aligned to the specific
CTE field(s) or Special

Education specific
disability.
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Required Qualifications for Reviewers
 Content Specific Portfolios & Core Skills for CTE and/or Special Education

Core Skills Portfolios
A. Held/holds a Tier 3 or Tier 4 teaching license, or is currently a teacher educator in
the content area of the subject area in the portfolio (or MDE content specialist), and,
B. One of the following:

5 years or more of teaching the content in E-12 setting, or
5 years or more of teaching the content area in higher education, or
Master’s degree or higher in the content area

C. One of the following:
Has participated in the development of teacher standards aligned to the content
area,
Has participated in the development of E-12 academic standards in the content
area,
Recommended as a content expert by a current teacher educator or public school
teacher
Member of a re-licensure committee

 Pedagogical Portfolios
At least 2 out of 3 of the following:
A. Master’s degree or higher in education
B. Held/holds a Tier 3 or Tier 4 teaching license
C. At least 5 years of experience as:

An E-12 teacher,
A teacher educator, or
A school administrator

For more information and frequently asked questions, please visit the PELSB website. To sign
up to become a reviewer or if you have any questions not addressed on the website, please

email portfolio.pelsb@state.mn.us. 
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FAQ’s about Portfolio Review

How do I sign up to serve as a reviewer or get more information on portfolio? 
Please send an email to portfolio.pelsb@state.mn.us.

By agreeing to be a reviewer, do I have to review all the portfolio types listed
above? 

No, you choose which type of portfolio(s) you review. Please review qualifications
for each type of portfolio review.

Is there training available to become a reviewer? 
Yes, there will be an initial training session for you to attend that will be recorded
and uploaded onto the PELSB website.

How do I gain access to the portfolio I am reviewing? 
All portfolios are submitted electronically on the Proserva platform. PELSB staff
will give you access to all of the documents once the applicant officially submits
and pays for their review.

Am I the sole reviewer of a portfolio, and thereby, the only person determining
whether a portfolio meets the standards and the applicant qualifies for licensure? 

No, you will be part of a reviewer team with at least one other qualified person. You
will meet with that person after you have done an initial review, and reviewer
standards each of you felt were not met, with guidance from a PELSB specialist. It
is a team decision as to whether the standards were met.

How long do I have to complete my review of a portfolio? 
You have approximately 90-days from the time PELSB staff assign the portfolio to
you.

Do I track my time on my own for payment purposes? 
No, you are able to work on your review when it is convenient for you. You will not
submit a timesheet or log hours. The payment offered by PELSB is a flat fee for
your time and dedication to the review.
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