FAQs: MTLE Cut Score Changes

Last Updated January 2023

Effective immediately, new cut scores for licensure exams can be used. Some
teachers who previously took exams may be eligible to use these new cut scores in
order to obtain a Tier 3 or Tier 4 license. Applicants will start seeing the new pass
rates reflected in score reports beginning January 9, 2023. (Note: The new cut
scores may not be reflected in the preliminary reports, which may indicate that the
test taker received a “non-pass.” Test takers should wait for the official score.)

Please use these FAQs to learn more about the new cut scores. Please email
PELSB@state.mn.us with questions.

Q. Which exams will have revised cut scores?

A. Any exam that did not already have a 95% first-time pass rate for all racial and
ethnic groups will receive a new cut score, with the exception of 5 exams. The
excluded exams (FACS, Early Childhood Pedagogy, Visual Arts, Dance, and Middle
Level Math) were all recently revised and there is not sufficient cut score data to
base changes on.

Q. If | now pass the required MTLEs for my licensure area
based on the new cut score, do | need to reapply for a Tier 3
or Tier 4 license?

A. Individuals who have completed teacher preparation and now pass the required
MTLESs for their licensure area based on the new cut score do not need to reapply for
a license, but they will have to apply to have their license reissued. This means they
will be granted a professional license (Tier 3 or Tier 4 license) without having to pay
an application fee. This includes individuals with expired licenses.

Individuals who have never applied for a license before or never completed teacher
preparation will need to apply for their professional license and pay the required
application fee.
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Q. What is required to have my license reissued based on the
new cut scores?

A. Eligible applicants will need to fill out a special application, which includes a new
conduct review, as well as updated demographic information. Additionally, if you
have not previously submitted your verification of completion of a state-approved
licensure program form, you will be required to submit this as part of the special
application.

Q. If | have already taught for 3 years in Minnesota and | now
pass the MTLEs based on the new test scores, am | eligible
for a Tier 4 license?

A. Yes, if you meet all the other criteria for a Tier 4 license, including passing the
Basic Skills exam, then you may request a Tier 4 license. If you are an initial Tier 4
applicant, verification of three years of teaching experience, including verification of
a summative evaluation which did not result in an improvement plan, will be required
as part of the special application.

Q. When can eligible applicants begin having their license
reissued?

A. Applicants may begin having their license reissued (or apply for a new license, if
relevant) now. Eligible applicants have until June 30, 2024 to have their license
reissued without an application fee. After that date, they must apply for a new
license using the Tier 3 or Tier 4 paper application and pay an application fee.
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