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EDU 6360 

Reading in the Content Area 
Course Syllabus - 2024.07 PELSB Submission 

Credits: 3-semester  
Course Description: Examines a balanced approach between student-centered and teacher-directed 
instructional approaches, focusing on describing, illustrating, and applying strategies for content and disciplinary 
literacy assessment and instruction in the middle and secondary grades. The course will explore content and 
disciplinary literacy within the context of multiple literacies and critical thinking skills. Through modeled 
practices and activities, participants will acquire strategies to nurture the skills needed by their future upper 
elementary and secondary students to understand and learn content. In addition to analyzing text structure and 
the vocabulary demands of text to promote listening, speaking, reading, and writing within the syntax and 
discourse in their content discipline, students will examine research data and explore internet resources. This 
course follows the recommendations of and supports the policies set forth by the National Reading Panel. 
M.Ed. Course Sequence: One of five courses required for the MN K-12 Reading License. 

Stender School of Leadership, Business & Professional Studies 
Education Mission Statement 

To prepare and support teachers who are firmly grounded in the knowledge, skills, and dispositions needed 
to promote student learning. 

Education Vision Statement 
To be nationally recognized for developing skilled and caring professionals prepared to educate students in a 
diverse and changing world. 

Instructor:  
Phone:  
Email:   
Zoom:  
Office:  
Student Hours:  

CSS IT Service Desk: 218-723-7007 
Gmail: servicedesk@css.edu  

If you have a technical question relating to logging into Brightspace or viewing the content, please contact the 
CSS Help Desk, or visit the IT website. 

Course Texts 
Additional readings and materials will be accessed through Brightspace. 

Daniels, H., & Zemelman, S. (2014). Subjects matter: Exceeding standards through powerful content-area 
reading (2nd ed.). Heinemann. 

Fisher, D., & Frey, N. (2020). Improving adolescent literacy: Content area strategies at work (5th ed.). Pearson. 

Lent, R. C. (2016). This is disciplinary literacy: Reading, writing, thinking, and doing…content area by content 
area. Corwin Literacy 

mailto:servicedesk@css.edu?subject=syllabus
https://www.css.edu/administration/information-technologies/
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Learning Outcomes 

Professional Educator Licensing and Standards Board (PELSB) 

8710.4725 TEACHERS OF READING 
Subp. 3a. Subject matter standard. A candidate for licensure as a teacher of reading must complete a 
preparation program under subpart 2, item B, that must include the candidate's demonstration of the 
knowledge and skills in items A to E. 

A. A teacher of reading must have knowledge of the foundations of reading processes and instruction: 
A (13) teach and foster critical thinking skills and behaviors such as thinking independently, withholding 

judgment, recognizing point of view and bias, and considering multiple solutions   
A (14) teach writing to advance reading development and learning from text. 

B. A teacher of reading must be able to use a wide range of instructional practices, approaches, methods, and 
curriculum materials to support reading instruction: 
B (4) understand and apply instructional and informational technologies, digital literacy, and electronic 

resources to support literacy   
B (6) understand the rationale for using a wide range of texts and show evidence of using multiple texts 

within instruction, including informational texts, content area texts, electronic texts, and non-print 
materials   

B (7) understand the structures of texts, both print and electronic, and the challenges presented by these 
materials, and use this knowledge in lesson design to match materials to the cognitive levels of all 
readers and across the curriculum; and   

D. A teacher of reading must be able to create a literate environment that fosters reading by integrating 
foundational knowledge, use of instructional practices, approaches and methods, curriculum materials, and 
the appropriate use of assessments including: 
D (2) support students and colleagues in the selection of materials, print and electronic, that match 

students' reading levels, interests, cultural, and linguistic backgrounds;  
D (7) use literature to engage students in dialogue, critical thinking, and reflection around issues of social 

justice;  
D (8) promote critical literacy by encouraging student to question what they are reading while analyzing 

texts from multiple viewpoints or perspectives  

Topic, Learning Opportunities, Assessment, and Standard Outcomes Alignment 
Topics Learning Opportunities Assessment(s) Standards Assessed 

Introduction: 

Content Literacy and 
Disciplinary Literacy 

All Teachers are 
Reading Teachers: 
Helping Students 
Read, Write, Think 
and Learn Within the 
Disciplines 

Required Course Texts: 
● Improving Adolescent Literacy- Ch. 1: 

Ensuring All Students Read, Write, 
Think, and Learn 

● This is Disciplinary Literacy- Ch. 1: 
Literacy Within the Disciplines 

● Subjects Matter- Ch. 1: The Core 
Purposes of Reading 

Videos: 
● “I Can’t Read” (poem) 

Module 
discussion/ 
Reflection 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lByDfPOG0LA
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Topics Learning Opportunities Assessment(s) Standards Assessed 

●  How Is Content Area Literacy 
Different from Disciplinary Literacy 
(2020) 

● The Power of Literacy: Read, Write, 
Think, Discuss- Disciplinary Literacy 
(2017) 

Complete: 
Module 1 Discussion- 
● Part 1- What is Disciplinary Literacy?  
● Part 2- What do you do when you 

encounter difficult text? How do you 
help your students access and 
navigate difficult texts? 

Reading Within the 
Disciplines 

Analyzing textbook 
features  

Promote Critical 
Literacy- Teaching 
and fostering critical 
thinking skills, 
recognizing point of 
view, bias, and 
multiple viewpoints/ 
perspectives 

Required Course Texts: 
● This is Disciplinary Literacy- Ch. 2: 

Reading Within the Disciplines 
● Subjects Matter- Ch. 3: Why 

Textbooks are Not Enough 
● Subjects Matter- Ch. 6: How to Use a 

Textbook 
Video:  
● Why History Textbooks are a 

Problem Simran Bagaria Tedx 
Eastlake High School (8:17) 

Additional Resource:  
● The United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization- 
Textbooks and Inclusive Education.  

Synchronous Zoom Seminar #1: Focus on 
Content Area Textbooks and the 
importance of supplemental texts and 
resources 
Complete:  
Module 2 Discussion- Textbooks: The 
Strengths, The Weaknesses, and Making 
Them Accessible for Students 
CARI Project Part One- Content Textbook 
Analysis including Completing : using 
Textbook Analysis Form 

CARI Project Part 
One: Content 
Textbook Analysis 
including 
Completing 
Textbook Analysis 
Form  

A(13): teach and foster 
critical thinking skills 
and behaviors such as 
thinking 
independently, 
withholding judgment, 
recognizing point of 
view and bias, and 
considering multiple 
solutions 

D(7): use literature to 
engage students in 
dialogue, critical 
thinking, and 
reflection around 
issues of social justice;   

D(8): promote critical 
literacy by 
encouraging student 
to question what they 
are reading while 
analyzing texts from 
multiple viewpoints or 
perspectives   

Vocabulary 
Instruction: Academic 
Vocabulary in 
Disciplinary Literacy 

Required Course Texts: 
● Improving Adolescent Literacy- 

Chapter 3: Word for Word-
Development Across the Curriculum 

CARI Project Part 
Two: Create and 
Administer 
Content Literacy 
Assessment to 
One Student using 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v6odBpKGVzg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v6odBpKGVzg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfYe6ndbVq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfYe6ndbVq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLD0up5pNMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLD0up5pNMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLD0up5pNMI
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373693
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373693
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19HVFZV9uAoW05ZwBbeLdwFn0irkNzCxN31g-hDiOyxU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19HVFZV9uAoW05ZwBbeLdwFn0irkNzCxN31g-hDiOyxU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19HVFZV9uAoW05ZwBbeLdwFn0irkNzCxN31g-hDiOyxU/edit
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Topics Learning Opportunities Assessment(s) Standards Assessed 

Comprehension 
Instruction: 

Focus on Questioning 
Strategies 

Literacy Assessments 

● Improving Adolescent Literacy- 
Chapter 5: Why Ask? Questioning 
Strategies that Prompt Thinking 

● Improving Adolescent Literacy- Ch. 10: 
Taking Stock: Formative and 
Summative Assessments  

Video:  
● Tier Two Vocabulary Instruction 

(2015) 
Additional Articles: 
Choose TWO of the following additional 
articles to read: 
● Choosing Words to Teach (Beck, 

McKeown, & Kucan- Reading Rockets)  
● Going Nuts For Words: 

Recommendations for Teaching Young 
Students Academic Vocabulary 
(Zucker, Cabell, & Pico, 2021) 

● Nine Things Every Teacher Should 
Know About Words and Vocabulary 
Instruction.pdf (Karen Bromley, 2007) 

● Tips for Educators of ELLs: Teaching 
Vocabulary in Grades 4-12 (Colorin 
Colorado- great resource for teaching 
English Language Learners) 

Complete: 
● Module 3 Discussion: How Do You 

Teach Vocabulary in Your Classroom, 
and How Do You Assess Students’ 
Vocabulary Knowledge? 

● Content Area Reading Inventory 
Project (CARI) Part Two: Create and 
Administer Content Literacy 
Assessment to One Student- 
Complete Content Literacy 
Assessment Form Part Two Improving 
Adolescent Literacy- (pages 162-170 
and 174-179 can be helpful) 

Complete: 
Module 3 Discussion- How Do You Teach 
Vocabulary in Your Classroom, and How 
Do You Assess Students’ Vocabulary 
Knowledge 
CARI Project Part Two using 
Content Literacy Assessment Form Part 
Two 

Content Literacy 
Assessment Form 
Part Two 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p9DPKgBrJQE
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/choosing-words-teach
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/choosing-words-teach
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/choosing-words-teach
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/choosing-words-teach
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/choosing-words-teach
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=149618966&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=149618966&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=149618966&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=149618966&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/tips-educators-ells-teaching-vocabulary-grades-4-12
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/tips-educators-ells-teaching-vocabulary-grades-4-12
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jV3BQ7aTADRmaEgtXJrwjDMDrcmoCgBHpnz3IdufIbU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jV3BQ7aTADRmaEgtXJrwjDMDrcmoCgBHpnz3IdufIbU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jV3BQ7aTADRmaEgtXJrwjDMDrcmoCgBHpnz3IdufIbU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jV3BQ7aTADRmaEgtXJrwjDMDrcmoCgBHpnz3IdufIbU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jV3BQ7aTADRmaEgtXJrwjDMDrcmoCgBHpnz3IdufIbU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jV3BQ7aTADRmaEgtXJrwjDMDrcmoCgBHpnz3IdufIbU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jV3BQ7aTADRmaEgtXJrwjDMDrcmoCgBHpnz3IdufIbU/edit
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Topics Learning Opportunities Assessment(s) Standards Assessed 

Collaborative 
Conversation to Build 
Content Area 
Knowledge. 

Inquiry Within The 
Disciplines 

Required Course Texts: 
● Improving Adolescent Literacy- Ch. 6: 

Speaking Volumes: Using 
Collaborative Conversations to Build 
Students’ Content Knowledge  

● This is Disciplinary Literacy- Ch. 4: 
Inquiry Within the Disciplines 

● Subject Matters- Ch. 10: Inquiry Units 
Podcast:  
● Science of Reading Podcast (Season 1, 

Ep. 8): Evidence-Based Literacy 
Practices in the Classroom with Tim 
Shanahan. 

Synchronous Zoom Seminar #2: Focus on 
the importance of incorporating diverse 
texts into literacy instruction 
Complete: 
CARI Project Part Three- Secondary 
Student Assessment Report using 
Content Reading Secondary Student 
Assessment Form Part Three. 
Reflection assignment-focused on class 
collaborative inquiries based on textbook 
readings with the use of guided questions 
(choice of written or audio recording). 

CARI Project Part 
Three: Secondary 
Student 
Assessment 
Report and 
Reflection using 
Content Reading 
Secondary 
Student 
Assessment Form 
Part Three. 

 

Scaffolds of Research-
Based Reading 
Instructional 
Strategies such as 
Read-Alouds, Shared 
Reading, Close 
Reading, and Think 
Alouds/ Modeling 

Disciplinary Literacy 
Teaching Involves 
Creating Mentor 
Diverse Text Sets to 
Discover, Model, and 
Guide Student 
Learning 

Required Course Texts: 
● Subjects Matter- Ch. 4: Toward a 

Balanced Diet of Reading 
● Improving Adolescent Literacy- Ch. 4: 

Well Read: Promoting Comprehension 
Through Read-Alouds, Shared 
Readings, and Close Reading 

Videos 
● Purpose and Modeling in History 

Lesson- Fisher and Frey (9:27) 
● Video- 4 Ways to Build Literacy Into 

Science Lessons- Edutopia (2:43) 
● Video- Why Reading Aloud Never 

Gets Old- Edutopia (2:48) 
Additional Articles: 
Choose ONE of the two additional 
readings in Brightspace: 
● Why Reading Aloud to Middle School 

Students Works (Laura Lee, Edutopia 
Blog- 2020 ) 

CARI Project Part 
Four Assignment: 
Content Area 
Mentor Text Set 

B(4): understand and 
apply instructional and 
informational 
technologies, digital 
literacy, and electronic 
resources to support 
literacy 

B(6): understand the 
rationale for using a 
wide range of texts 
and show evidence of 
using multiple texts 
within instruction, 
including 
informational texts, 
content area texts, 
electronic texts, and 
non-print materials 

D(2): support students 
and colleagues in the 
selection of materials, 
print and electronic, 
that match students’ 

https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-1/episode-8-evidence-based-literacy-practice-in-the-classroom-with-tim-shanahan/
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-1/episode-8-evidence-based-literacy-practice-in-the-classroom-with-tim-shanahan/
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-1/episode-8-evidence-based-literacy-practice-in-the-classroom-with-tim-shanahan/
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-1/episode-8-evidence-based-literacy-practice-in-the-classroom-with-tim-shanahan/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3SYxTf4BHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3SYxTf4BHk
https://www.edutopia.org/video/4-ways-build-literacy-science-lessons
https://www.edutopia.org/video/4-ways-build-literacy-science-lessons
https://www.edutopia.org/video/why-reading-aloud-never-gets-old/
https://www.edutopia.org/video/why-reading-aloud-never-gets-old/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/why-reading-aloud-middle-school-students-works
https://www.edutopia.org/article/why-reading-aloud-middle-school-students-works
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Topics Learning Opportunities Assessment(s) Standards Assessed 

● Selecting Texts for Disciplinary 
Literacy Instruction (Colwell, 2019) 

Complete: 
● Assignment: Content Area Reading 

Inventory (CARI) Project Part Four: 
Content Area Mentor Text Set  

reading levels, 
interests, cultural, and 
linguistic backgrounds; 

Putting it All 
Together- Creating a 
Disciplinary Literacy 
Plan with a Two 
Lesson Framework 

Media Literacy 

Digital Literacy 

Electronic Resources 
to Support Literacy 
Instruction 

Required Course Texts: 
● This is Disciplinary Literacy- Chapter 5: 

Collaborative Learning 
Video: 
● “Which Reading Strategies to Try and 

Which to Ditch (2021) 
Podcast: 
● Lessons That Build Students’ Media 

and News Literacy (Cult of Pedagogy, 
2022) 

Additional Readings: 
● Core Instructional Practices of Media 

Literacy Education (Renee Hobbs- 
Media Education Lab, 2024- Click on 
access PDF here) 

● Beyond Apps: Digital Literacies in a 
Platform Society (Nichols and LeBlanc, 
2020) 

Synchronous Zoom Seminar #3: Focus on 
topic of Media/Digital Literacy  
Complete:  
● Media/ Critical Literacy Reflection 

Assignment based on the Cult of 
Pedagogy Podcast and Media 
Education Lab article- with guiding 
questions (choice of written or audio 
recording) 

● Work on Assignment: Content Area 
Reading Inventory Project Part Five- 
Disciplinary Literacy Lesson Plan 
(utilizing supplementary texts from 
the CARI Part 4 Mentor Text Set to 
address differentiated learning) (Due 
in Module 7) 

● Work on Disciplinary Literacy Lesson 
Plan  

 
 
 

Disciplinary 
Literacy Lesson 
Plan (utilizing 
supplementary 
texts from the 
CARI Part 4 
Mentor Text Set 
to address 
differentiated 
learning). 

 

https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=134966814&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=134966814&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://www.edutopia.org/video/which-reading-strategies-try-and-which-ditch/
https://www.edutopia.org/video/which-reading-strategies-try-and-which-ditch/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/media-news-literacy/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/media-news-literacy/
https://mediaeducationlab.com/index.php/core-instructional-practices-media-literacy-education
https://mediaeducationlab.com/index.php/core-instructional-practices-media-literacy-education
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=144669498&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=144669498&site=eds-live&scope=site
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Topics Learning Opportunities Assessment(s) Standards Assessed 

Planning, Teaching, 
and Assessing for 
Writing to Learn in 
the Content Areas 

Required Course Texts: 
● Improving Adolescent Literacy- Ch. 9: 

Powerful Pens: Writing to Learn 
Content 

● This is Disciplinary Literacy- Ch. 3: 
Writing Within the Disciplines 

● Review previous textbook chapters to 
support CARI Project Part 5- 
Disciplinary Lesson Plan 

Podcast:  
● Cult of Pedagogy Podcast: 7 Ways to 

Support Student Writing in Any 
Content Area (2015) 

Video:  
● How To Teach Text Structures- Cult of 

Pedagogy (5:33) 
Complete: 
CARI Project Part 5- Disciplinary Literacy 
Lesson Plan  

 A(14): teach writing to 
advance reading 
development and 
learning from text. 

B(7): understand the 
structures of texts, 
both print and 
electronic, and the 
challenges presented 
by these materials, 
and use this 
knowledge in lesson 
design to match 
materials to the 
cognitive levels of all 
readers and across the 
curriculum; 

Reflection of 
Disciplinary Literacy 
Planning, Teaching, 
and Assessing 

Required Course Texts: 
No readings for this shortened module 
Complete:  
● Course Reflection Assignment with 

guiding prompts (choice of written or 
audio recording) 

  

Synchronous Zoom Classes 
This course will have opportunities to gather as a learning community throughout the semester during 50-
minute synchronous, live Zoom classes. It is a great way to engage in professional literacy discussions and make 
connections with content understandings and applications of literacy K-12. These meetings will be scheduled 
later to accommodate colleagues’ schedules. It is recommended to try and attend at least two of these 
synchronous Zoom classes. 

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/content-area-literacy-writing/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/text-structures/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/text-structures/
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Evaluation/Grading

 
Grade %  

A = 100-96 
A- = 95-90 
B+ = 89-87 
B = 86-83 
B- = 82-80 
C+ = 79-77 
C = 76-73 
F = <72 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitting Your Work 
Please be certain to post your assignments (using the course website) by the date on which they are due.  

Work submitted for all courses is expected to be at a graduate level (writing style, use of APA, grammar, 
mechanics, etc.). If work is not at a professional level, the instructor may choose to return it to the student to be 
revised. 

Course Schedule 
Module Topics  Instructional Activities  Assessments 
Module 
One 

Introduction: 

Content Literacy and 
Disciplinary Literacy 

All Teachers are Reading 
Teachers: Helping 
Students Read, Write, 
Think and Learn Within 
the Disciplines 

View:  
● Video- “I Can’t Read” (poem) 
● Video- How Is Content Area Literacy 

Different from Disciplinary Literacy 
(2020) 

● Video- The Power of Literacy: Read, 
Write, Think, Discuss- Disciplinary 
Literacy (2017) 

Course Text Readings: 
● Improving Adolescent Literacy- Ch. 1: 

Ensuring All Students Read, Write, Think, 
and Learn 

● This is Disciplinary Literacy- Ch. 1: Literacy 
Within the Disciplines 

Classroom Community 
Introduction Discussion 

Module 1 Discussion 

Assignment Points 

Assignments Points 

Module Discussions - Course Reading Comprehension Questions, Reflective 
Insights, and Response 30 

Module Reflection Assignments (choice of written or audio recording) 30 

Content Area Reading Instruction Part One – Textbook Analysis 40 

Content Area Reading Instruction Part Two – Create and Administer Content 
Literacy Assessment to One Student  20 

Content Area Reading Instruction Part Three – Secondary Student 
Assessment Report of One Student 30 

Content Area Reading Instruction Part Four – Content Area Mentor Text Set 40 

Content Area Reading Instruction Part Five – Disciplinary Literacy Lesson 
Plan (utilizing supplementary texts from the CARI Part 4 Mentor Text Set to 
address differentiated learning) 

60 

Total 250 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lByDfPOG0LA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v6odBpKGVzg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v6odBpKGVzg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfYe6ndbVq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfYe6ndbVq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfYe6ndbVq8
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Module Topics  Instructional Activities  Assessments 
● Subjects Matter- Ch. 1: The Core Purposes 

of Reading 
Assignments: 
● Classroom Community Introduction 

Discussion  
● Module 1 Discussion:  

- Part 1- What is Disciplinary Literacy?  
- Part 2- What do you do when you 

encounter difficult text? How do you 
help your students access and 
navigate difficult texts? 

Module 
Two 

Reading Within the 
Disciplines 

Analyzing textbook 
features  

Promote Critical Literacy- 
Teaching and fostering 
critical thinking skills, 
recognizing point of 
view, bias, and multiple 
viewpoints/ perspectives 

View: 
● Video: Why History Textbooks are a 

Problem Simran Bagaria Tedx Eastlake 
High School (8:17) 

Course Text Readings: 
● This is Disciplinary Literacy- Ch. 2: Reading 

Within the Disciplines 
● Subjects Matter- Ch. 3: Why Textbooks 

are Not Enough 
● Subjects Matter- Ch. 6: How to Use a 

Textbook 
Additional Resource: The United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization- Textbooks and Inclusive 
Education.  
Assignments: 
● Module 2 Discussion- Textbooks: The 

Strengths, The Weaknesses, and Making 
Them Accessible for Students 

● Content Area Reading Inventory Project 
(CARI) Part One: Content Textbook 
Analysis including Completing Textbook 
Analysis Form  

● Synchronous Zoom Seminar #1: Focus on 
Content Area Textbooks and the 
importance of supplemental texts and 
resources Improving Adolescent Literacy- 
Chapter 3: Word for Word-Development 
Across the Curriculum 

● Improving Adolescent Literacy- Chapter 5: 
Why Ask? Questioning Strategies that 
Prompt Thinking 

● Improving Adolescent Literacy- Ch. 10: 
Taking Stock: Formative and Summative 

Module 2 Discussion 

Content Area Reading 
Inventory Project (CARI) 
Part One: Content 
Textbook Analysis  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLD0up5pNMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLD0up5pNMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLD0up5pNMI
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373693
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373693
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373693
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19HVFZV9uAoW05ZwBbeLdwFn0irkNzCxN31g-hDiOyxU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19HVFZV9uAoW05ZwBbeLdwFn0irkNzCxN31g-hDiOyxU/edit
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Module Topics  Instructional Activities  Assessments 
Module 
Three 

Vocabulary Instruction: 
Academic Vocabulary in 
Disciplinary Literacy 

Comprehension 
Instruction: 

Focus on Questioning 
Strategies 

Literacy Assessments 

View: 
● Video: Tier Two Vocabulary Instruction 

(2015) 
Course Text Readings: 
● Assessments  

 
Additional Articles: 
Choose TWO of the following additional 
articles to read: 
● Choosing Words to Teach (Beck, 

McKeown, & Kucan- Reading Rockets)  
● Going Nuts For Words: Recommendations 

for Teaching Young Students Academic 
Vocabulary (Zucker, Cabell, & Pico, 2021) 

● Nine Things Every Teacher Should Know About 
Words and Vocabulary Instruction.pdf (Karen 
Bromley, 2007) 

● Tips for Educators of ELLs: Teaching 
Vocabulary in Grades 4-12 (Colorin 
Colorado- great resource for teaching 
English Language Learners) 

Assignments: 
● Module 3 Discussion: How Do You Teach 

Vocabulary in Your Classroom, and How 
Do You Assess Students’ Vocabulary 
Knowledge? 

● Content Area Reading Inventory Project 
(CARI) Part Two: Create and Administer 
Content Literacy Assessment to One 
Student- Complete Content Literacy 
Assessment Form Part Two Improving 
Adolescent Literacy- (pages 162-170 and 
174-179 can be helpful) 

Content Area Reading 
Inventory Project (CARI) 
Part Two: Create and 
Administer Content 
Literacy Assessment to 
One Student  

Module 3 Discussion 

Module 
Four 

Collaborative 
Conversation to Build 
Content Area Knowledge. 

Inquiry Within The 
Disciplines 

Listen: Podcast- Science of Reading Podcast 
(Season 1, Ep. 8): Evidence-Based Literacy 
Practices in the Classroom with Tim 
Shanahan. 
Course Text Readings: 
● Improving Adolescent- Ch. 6: Speaking 

Volumes: Using Collaborative 
Conversations to Build Students’ Content 
Knowledge 

● This is Disciplinary Literacy- Ch. 4: Inquiry 
Within the Disciplines 

● Subject Matters- Ch. 10: Inquiry Units 
Assignments: 

Module 4 Reflection 
(choice of written or 
audio recording) 

Content Area Reading 
Inventory Project (CARI) 
Part Three: Secondary 
Student Assessment 
Report 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p9DPKgBrJQE
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/choosing-words-teach
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/choosing-words-teach
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/choosing-words-teach
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/choosing-words-teach
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/choosing-words-teach
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=149618966&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=149618966&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=149618966&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/tips-educators-ells-teaching-vocabulary-grades-4-12
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/tips-educators-ells-teaching-vocabulary-grades-4-12
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jV3BQ7aTADRmaEgtXJrwjDMDrcmoCgBHpnz3IdufIbU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jV3BQ7aTADRmaEgtXJrwjDMDrcmoCgBHpnz3IdufIbU/edit
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-1/episode-8-evidence-based-literacy-practice-in-the-classroom-with-tim-shanahan/
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-1/episode-8-evidence-based-literacy-practice-in-the-classroom-with-tim-shanahan/
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-1/episode-8-evidence-based-literacy-practice-in-the-classroom-with-tim-shanahan/
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-1/episode-8-evidence-based-literacy-practice-in-the-classroom-with-tim-shanahan/
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Module Topics  Instructional Activities  Assessments 
● Reflection assignment focused on class 

collaborative inquiries based on textbook 
readings with the use of guided questions 
(choice of written or audio recording). 

● Assignment: Content Area Reading 
Inventory (CARI) Project Part Three: 
Secondary Student Assessment 
ReportComplete: Content Reading 
Secondary Student Assessment Report 
Form Part Three. 

● Synchronous Zoom Class #2: Focus on 
the importance of incorporating diverse 
texts into literacy instruction 

Module 
Five 

Scaffolds of Research-
Based Reading 
Instructional Strategies 
such as -Read-Aloud, -
Shared Reading, -Close 
Reading 

-Think Alouds/ Modeling 

Disciplinary Literacy 
Teaching Involves 
Creating Mentor Diverse 
Text Sets to Discover, 
Model, and Guide 
Student Learning 

View: 
● Video- Purpose and Modeling in History 

Lesson- Fisher and Frey (9:27) 
● Video- 4 Ways to Build Literacy Into 

Science Lessons- Edutopia (2:43) 
● Video- Why Reading Aloud Never Gets 

Old- Edutopia (2:48) 
Course Text Readings: 
● Subjects Matter- Ch. 4: Toward a 

Balanced Diet of Reading 
● Improving Adolescent- Chapter 4: Well 

Read: Promoting Comprehension 
Through Read-Alouds, Shared Readings, 
and Close Reading 

Additional Articles: 
Choose ONE of the two additional readings in 
Brightspace: 
Why Reading Aloud to Middle School Students 
Works (Laura Lee, Edutopia Blog- 2020 ) 
Selecting Texts for Disciplinary Literacy 
Instruction (Colwell, 2019) 
Assignments: 
● Assignment: Content Area Reading 

Inventory (CARI) Project Part Four: 
Content Area Mentor Text Set  

No discussion/reflection for this module 

Content Area Reading 
Inventory (CARI) Project 
Part Four: Content Area 
Mentor Text Set  

Module 
Six 

Disciplinary Literacy Plan 
with Two Lesson 
Framework 

Media Literacy 

Digital Literacy 

View: 
● Video- “Which Reading Strategies to Try 

and Which to Ditch (2021) 
Listen:  
● Podcast- Lessons That Build Students’ 

Media and News Literacy (Cult of 
Pedagogy, 2022) 

Reflection on 
Media/Critical Literacy 
(choice of written or 
audio recording) 

Content Area Reading 
Inventory Project (CARI) 
Part Five: Disciplinary 
Literacy Lesson Plan 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3SYxTf4BHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3SYxTf4BHk
https://www.edutopia.org/video/4-ways-build-literacy-science-lessons
https://www.edutopia.org/video/4-ways-build-literacy-science-lessons
https://www.edutopia.org/video/why-reading-aloud-never-gets-old/
https://www.edutopia.org/video/why-reading-aloud-never-gets-old/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/why-reading-aloud-middle-school-students-works
https://www.edutopia.org/article/why-reading-aloud-middle-school-students-works
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=134966814&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=134966814&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://www.edutopia.org/video/which-reading-strategies-try-and-which-ditch/
https://www.edutopia.org/video/which-reading-strategies-try-and-which-ditch/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/media-news-literacy/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/media-news-literacy/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/media-news-literacy/
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Module Topics  Instructional Activities  Assessments 
Electronic Resources to 
Support Literacy 
Instruction 

Course Text Readings: 
● This is Disciplinary Literacy- Chapter 5: 

Collaborative Learning 
Additional Readings: 
● Core Instructional Practices of Media 

Literacy Education (Renee Hobbs- Media 
Education Lab, 2024- Click on access PDF 
here) 

● Beyond Apps: Digital Literacies in a 
Platform Society (Nichols and LeBlanc, 
2020) 

Assignments: 
● Reflection on Media/Critical Literacy 

based on the Cult of Pedagogy Podcast 
and Media Education Lab article- with 
guiding questions (choice of written or 
audio recording) 

● Work on Assignment: Content Area 
Reading Inventory Project Part Five- 
Disciplinary Literacy Lesson Plan (utilizing 
supplementary texts from the CARI Part 4 
Mentor Text Set to address differentiated 
learning) (Due in Module 7) 

Synchronous Zoom Seminar #3: Focus on 
topic of Media/Digital Literacy  

(utilizing supplementary 
texts from the CARI Part 4 
Mentor Text Set to 
address differentiated 
learning) 

Module 
Seven 

Planning, Teaching, and 
Assessing for Writing to 
Learn in the Content 
Areas  

Listen: Podcast- Cult of Pedagogy Podcast: 7 
Ways to Support Student Writing in Any 
Content Area (2015) 
View: Video: How To Teach Text Structures- 
Cult of Pedagogy (5:33) 
Course Text Readings: 
● Improving Adolescent Literacy- Chapter 9: 

Powerful Pens: Writing to Learn Content 
● This is Disciplinary Literacy- Chapter 3: 

Writing Within the Disciplines 
● Review previous textbook chapters to 

support CARI Project Part Five 
Assignments: 
● Content Area Reading Inventory (CARI) 

Project Part Five- Disciplinary Literacy 
Lesson Plan (utilizing supplementary texts 
from the CARI Part Four Mentor Text Set 
to address differentiated learning) 

● No discussion/reflection for this module 

Finishing 

Content Area Reading 
Inventory Project (CARI) 
Part Five: Disciplinary 
Literacy Lesson Plan 
(utilizing supplementary 
texts from the CARI Part 
Four Mentor Text Set to 
address differentiated 
learning) 

https://mediaeducationlab.com/index.php/core-instructional-practices-media-literacy-education
https://mediaeducationlab.com/index.php/core-instructional-practices-media-literacy-education
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=144669498&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://akin.css.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=keh&AN=144669498&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/content-area-literacy-writing/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/text-structures/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/text-structures/
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Module Topics  Instructional Activities  Assessments 
Module 
Eight 

Reflection of Disciplinary 
Literacy Planning, 
Teaching, and Assessing 

Course Text Readings: Review as needed 
Assignments: 
● Course Reflection Assignment with 

guiding prompts (choice of written or 
audio recording) 

Course Reflection 
Assignment (choice of 
written or audio 
recording) 

Assessment Descriptions 
The following projects and assignments will be used to assess program and course outcomes. 

Work submitted for all courses is expected to be at a graduate level (writing style using APA, grammar, 
mechanics, etc.). If work is not at a professional level, the instructor may choose to return it to the student to be 
revised. 

Online Discussions  
Purpose 
Your peers have a lot to share with you and amazing stories to tell. As a result, the purpose of the discussion 
board is a platform to create a sense of community and facilitate a shared understanding of course materials. 
This experience provides a “back and forth” feel and emulates a real-time conversation as much as is possible. 

You can see more information about the discussion rubric here: Discussion Rubric  

Netiquette 
As a member of the CSS community, it is expected that you utilize proper netiquette. 

Active Participation 
It is recommended that you post on different days of the week to encourage a deeper conversation. Typically, 
your first post will be due earlier in the week (normally Wednesday or Thursday) which allows other students 
time to react to your post.  

Specifically, you are required to abide by the posting directions in the specific course. 

Substantive Posts 
What is a substantive post? 

The following are some ideas to set the stage for substantive posts and for the development of your critical 
thinking skills: 

● These can be responses to the prompt(s) or thoughtful comments to posts made by others. 
● Ensure that the posting contributes to the overall discussion thread that is being developed. Stay on 

track by linking back to the lesson objective. 
● Read other posts before making your posts. If you have similar ideas you want to share in your post, 

make connections with what others have already said (e.g., “to build off or add to what so and so 
wrote”), ask questions, and be sure to somehow add something new.

● Your posts need to add value to the discussion by adding something NEW, rather than just restating 
what was in another post.  

● Use professional language.  
● If you reference materials that are not part of the course, be sure to share your sources (e.g., the full 

title of article or book, link to website) 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18o7POcIz_CAASWsMN0G2LfJeumeaaZR6V-LV2EyW448/edit
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jvxSVVNFfYdYOv7U44Tx2CjREfCnClPwa-BGm3YtxY0
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Grading is all or nothing using the criteria listed in the table below. You must meet all of the requirements listed 
in the satisfactory column for each criterion to get full credit. This is a form of Specifications Grading researched 
by Linda Nilson (2014).  

https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2016/01/19/new-ways-grade-more-effectively-essay


 
EDU 6360 – Reading in the Content Areas  Page 8 of 17 
Course Syllabus – 2024.06 PELSB Submission 
 

Disciplinary Literacy Reflection Assignments  
(Modules 4 and 6) 

Purpose 
As educators it is important to take time to reflect on best instructional practices, new research, and innovative 
ideas within disciplinary literacy. These two reflection assignments will focus on content from our text readings, 
videos, podcasts, and additional readings from Modules 4 and 6, and you will be provided with guided questions 
to help you complete your reflection (choice of written response- less than 1 page or an audio recording- 5 
minutes or less). 

Disciplinary Literacy Reflection Rubric 
Criteria  Met/Not Met 

Informational 
Content 

Reflections provide comprehensive, insightful, information and reflective thoughts 
about the topic by: 

● Answering the guiding questions provided 
- Demonstrating an accurate understanding of important information 

presented in the course. 

Viewpoints and 
Examples 

Reflections draw on personal experience to clarify and elaborate on key ideas  

Support for Ideas Cites module resources to support statements and ideas learned from others using 
APA format as appropriate. 

The Content Area Reading Inventory Project (CARI) 
You will be using the course texts and additional readings and resources to complete the five parts of a Content 
Area Reading Inventory Project (CARI) aligned to a content area of your choice. The below lists the five 
steps/parts for this cumulative project; this project will be based on the content textbook you select for Part 
One.  

1. Content Area Reading Inventory Project Part One: Content Textbook Analysis 
2. Content Area Reading Inventory Project Part Two: Create and Administer Content Literacy Assessment 
3. Content Area Reading Inventory Project Part Three: Secondary Student Assessment Report and Reflection 
4. Content Area Reading Inventory Project Part Four: Content Area Mentor Text Set 
5. Content Area Reading Inventory Project Part Five: Disciplinary Literacy Lesson Plan (utilizing supplementary texts 

from the CARI Part 4 Mentor Text Set to address differentiated learning) 

This project will include  
● Your textbook analysis  
● Creating an assessment based on the textbook and administering it to one student 
● Your analysis of the student’s assessment data to present as appropriate to the student and/or parent 
● Creating a mentor text set to supplement the textbook and support diverse students’ needs, and  
● Creating a disciplinary literacy lesson plan (utilizing supplementary texts from the CARI part four- mentor 

text set to address differentiated learning) 
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Content Area Reading Inventory Project (CARI) Part One 
Content Textbook Analysis  

A teacher's ability to help students use content area textbooks depends on recognizing text features that might 
cause comprehension problems. Identifying helpful and harmful features of texts can help you plan accessible 
text-centered instruction that includes the textbook, mentor texts, and other resources. This textbook analysis 
data will inform your instruction to meet the individual needs of a diverse classroom.  

Directions 
1. Select a content-specific textbook (grades 6-12) you might use when teaching middle school or high 

school students  
2. Analyze the textbook using the Textbook Analysis Form 
3. Select and copy one passage from the textbook’s beginning, middle, and end. Each passage/page(s) 

must contain considerable text (200-300 words) for Part One into a readability tool. Here is an available 
readability tool: https://readabilityformulas.com/free-readability-formula-tests.php 

4. Determine the readability level of three textbook passages/pages and include that information in the 
section within your Text Analysis Form. Once you have completed the Textbook Analysis Form, you can 
attach it with your completed analysis report (see #5) 

5. Having examined and analyzed the textbook, decide what you think are its main strengths and 
weaknesses? Complete your Analysis Summary Report in 2 or less double spaced pages OR record an 
audio/ video discussing the below points in 3- 5 minutes that include the following: 

a) Identify and explain the main strengths of the textbook. 
b) Identify and explain any textbook disadvantages or possible bias evidence. 
c) Identify and explain examples of discipline-specific syntax or text structures evident in the text 

providing three examples, one from each passage. 
d) Identify and explain examples of discipline-specific discourse (the way disciplines and 

professions use language in a particular way) evident in the text providing three examples, one 
from each passage. 

e) Report the readability findings (250 words from the beginning, 250 from middle and 250 from 
end) in a paragraph summary statement about the suitability of this textbook, and how you will 
need to support diverse readers (for example, English language learners, students with dyslexia 
or other reading challenges). 

f) Provide a summary statement about the suitability of this textbook for its intended content and 
grade level. Use your analysis data to inform.  

g) Provide a summary statement about this textbook’s cultural and linguistic diversity 
representation. See Textbooks and Inclusive Education Report from The United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (just scan the table of contents and read what 
fits your particular textbook) Use your analysis data to inform. 

h) Provide suggestions, options, or adaptations for using this textbook for classroom instruction. 
6. Submit Content Area Reading Inventory Project Part One to Brightspace; including the completed 

Textbook Analysis form and your Analysis Summary Report (2 or less double spaced pages OR record an 
audio/video discussing the below points in 3- 5 minutes). 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19HVFZV9uAoW05ZwBbeLdwFn0irkNzCxN31g-hDiOyxU/edit
https://readabilityformulas.com/free-readability-formula-tests.php
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373693
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373693
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CARI Project Part 1 Criteria  
(40 points total) 

Completion and submission of the Textbook Analysis Form ___/20 points 

Completion of your Analysis Report ___/20 points 
Your Analysis Report (1-2 pages or 3-5 minute audio recording) will include the following: 

● Identify and explain the main strengths of the textbook. 
● Identify and explain the main weaknesses of the textbook. 
● Report the readability findings and the impact on diverse readers. 
● Provide a summary statement about the suitability of this textbook for its intended content and 

grade level. Use your analysis data from the Textbook Analysis Form to inform. 
● Provide a summary statement about this textbook's cultural and linguistic diversity representation. 

Use your analysis data to inform your statement. 
● Provide suggestions, options, or adaptations for using this textbook for classroom instruction. 

Content Area Reading Inventory Project (CARI) Part Two 
Create and Administer Content Literacy Assessment  

You will use your three selected passages of 250-300 words from the CARI Part One: Content Textbook Analysis 
to administer an oral/silent reading assessment to one student (in grades 6-12) in a one-to-one setting. The 
student will read two of the passages (that you chose for orally and will read one passage silently, and should 
not have read any of the passages previously. You will create and administer a set of questions specific to your 
content area and your selected passage to each student in a one-to-one setting. 

The literacy categories you will assess and analyze are Vocabulary, Comprehension, and Writing. Use the 
Content Literacy Assessment Form Part Two  

Academic Vocabulary 
1. To prepare before the administration, identify a key academic vocabulary word or phrase from each 

page. Avoid using a key academic vocabulary word that is already bolded, and where the textbook 
provides the definition. 

2. The student reads the passage. 
3. Ask the student to state the selected vocabulary word and explain the meaning of the word (as used in 

the passage). Ask the student to utilize the word in a sentence or answer a question that uses the word 
to show a deeper level of understanding. Document the student’s response. 

4. Ask the student to explain the context clues they used to help them understand the meaning and 
application. Document the student’s response. 

5. Document any observations you have related to the student’s vocabulary understanding. 

Comprehension 
1. To prepare before the administration, write one literal item for each passage where the answer is stated 

explicitly in the text.  
2. To prepare before the administration, write one inferential item for each passage where the question is 

answered by interpreting clues from part of the text. 
3. The student can respond orally to each item or write their response. 
4. If the student responds orally, document the exact response of the student. 
5. Document any observations you have related to the student’s comprehension response. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19HVFZV9uAoW05ZwBbeLdwFn0irkNzCxN31g-hDiOyxU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jV3BQ7aTADRmaEgtXJrwjDMDrcmoCgBHpnz3IdufIbU/edit


 
EDU 6360 – Reading in the Content Areas  Page 11 of 17 
Course Syllabus – 2024.06 PELSB Submission 
 

Writing 
1. After the student has read each passage, ask the student for a brief retelling. 
2. Document the students’ oral responses.  
3. Prompt the student to write a brief 1-3 sentence summary for the passage; collect for two of the 

passages. 
4. Document any observations you have related to the student’s written response (did the student 

struggle, comprehend the passage well?). 

Submit Content Area Reading Inventory Project Part Two-Content Literacy Assessment Form to Brightspace.  

CARI Project Part 2 Criteria  
(40 points total) 

Create and Administer Content Literacy Assessment to One Student ___/20 points 

Completion and submission of the Content Literacy Assessment Form Part Two  using the Academic Vocabulary, 
Comprehension, and Writing Directions above ___/20 points 

Content Area Reading Inventory Project (CARI) Part Three 
Secondary Student Assessment Report 

Use the Content Area Reading Inventory Part Three- Secondary Student Assessment Report. You will use the 
data you collected from your one student’s Content Literacy Assessment (CARI Part Two). Complete a detailed 
analysis of the student data to inform your content literacy instruction.  

Your assessment will include an analysis of your student: 
● A brief description of the student’s background information, including their most recent MCA Reading 

Score (only if you have access to this information). 
● A description of the assessment setting that minimized distraction during the assessment. 
● A detailed analysis of each of the three literacy categories using the administered Content Literacy 

Assessment: 
o Academic Vocabulary that includes word identification and syntax application use (oral or 

written), 
o Comprehension of Literal and Inferential Questioning that includes academic vocabulary 

application, and  
o Written Response Retelling and Summary.  

● You will provide a minimum of one strength and one weakness informed by your assessment data and 
observation regarding literacy development. 

● You will provide a minimum of one research-based strategy that could be used for each: 
-content area academic vocabulary  
-content comprehension 
-written reading response  

● Write a final reflection sharing your process and learned insights. 

Submit Content Area Reading Inventory Project Part Three to Brightspace- which includes the completed 
Content Area Reading Inventory Part Three- Secondary Student Assessment Report.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jV3BQ7aTADRmaEgtXJrwjDMDrcmoCgBHpnz3IdufIbU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sMfHO_50weFPF4ufB-jPiT34fCxKRf0p/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sMfHO_50weFPF4ufB-jPiT34fCxKRf0p/copy
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CARI Project Part 3 Criteria  
(60 points total) 

Create and Administer Content Literacy Assessment to One Student ___/30 points 

Completion and submission of the Content Area Reading Inventory Part Three- Secondary Student Assessment 
Report to Brightspace (all of the above analysis criteria in the instructions are included in this report). 

 ___/30 points 

Content Area Reading Inventory Project (CARI) Part Four 
Content Area Mentor Text Set  

Text sets are collections of resources from various genres, media, and reading difficulty levels designed to 
support the learning process for readers with diverse experiences and interests. A text-set collection focuses on 
one concept or topic. It can include multiple genres such as books, charts, maps, informational pamphlets, 
poetry, songs, photographs, non-fiction books, and digital resources. 

1. Using any chapter or section of a chapter from the content area textbook you used for the CARI Part 1 
Textbook Analysis (Does NOT need to be the excerpts you used for readability information) create a text 
set to support content instruction. Identify the grade level, topic/theme, and MN Standards aligned to 
this text set. You can choose the format you want to use to create and submit your text set.  

2. Use Chapter Four from Improving Adolescent Literacy Fisher and Frey) to reference the terms of Read-
Aloud, Shared Reading, and Close Reading.  

When selecting books/digital texts and resources for this Mentor Text Set- make sure to consider the 
following criteria: 

● texts that represent multiple genres, 
● texts that engage students with diverse perspectives and interpretations, 
● texts that support the theme you have chosen, 
● texts that are appropriate for the various reading levels in the classroom, 
● texts that have an original publication date within the last ten years, and 
● texts that are culturally relevant and culturally sensitive. 

Provide a brief annotation for each book, a picture of the book, and a rationale for why it is included in 
this text set.  

Select the following for your text set: 
● Two texts will be your Read-Aloud books; these books will be used as instructional hooks to 

engage students in the topic. These books will set the stage to build and activate background 
knowledge, elicit curiosity, and provoke questions. The Read-Aloud will include the modeling of 
strategies and engage students in discussion. Refer to the course text Improving Adolescent 
Literacy (Fisher and Frey) on pages 51-53. 
*These books can include picture books, fiction, informational texts, graphics, or poetry, etc., but 
they should be robust in literary quality and content. Include a brief annotation of the book and a 
rationale for use in this text set. Include a picture of each book if possible. 

● Two texts will be your Shared Reading books. Shared Reading books focus on the 
comprehension strategy or a text feature that will provide access to the content understanding. 
Provide a minimum of one reading/literacy or vocabulary instructional strategy for each text. 
Refer to the course text, Improving Adolescent Literacy (Fisher and Frey) on pages 53-56. 
*These books can include picture books, fiction, information, graphic, or poetry, but they should 
be robust in literary quality and content. Include a brief annotation of the book and a rationale 
for use in this text set. Include a picture of each book if possible. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oGI8FWl3ZMHpgxiIGf_fq2Bovr-IpuhC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sMfHO_50weFPF4ufB-jPiT34fCxKRf0p/copy
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● Two Close Reading books or other types of texts (for example- digital texts like podcasts, videos, 
web sites, etc.). Close Reading books are used to engage students in complex or supporting text 
through guided instruction to provide scaffolds of text-dependent questions that promote 
discussion and understanding. Refer to the course text, Improving Adolescent Literacy (Fisher and 
Frey) on pages 56-60. 
*These books can include picture books, fiction, information, graphic, or poetry, but they should 
be robust in literary quality and content. Include a brief annotation of the book and a rationale 
for use in this text set. Include a picture of each book if possible. 

● Two digital resources. This may include videos, online articles, blogs, images, music lyrics, or 
other digital resources. These resources for the text set will support the instruction, textbook, 
and academic standards.  
* Provide a picture and brief annotation for each resource with your rationale for this text set. 
Include the link if possible. 

3. Briefly reflect upon your planning process for this text set. How could you consider guiding/supporting 
colleagues in how they could create their own text sets if they wanted to try this?  

CARI Project Part 4 Criteria  
(40 points total) 

Two Digital Resources (From any chapter or section of a chapter that you choose from your content area 
textbook). 

Books and Texts to be Included in the Mentor Text Set ___/15 points 
● Two Read Aloud Texts  
● Two Shared Reading Books 
● Two Close Reading Books/texts 

Provide a table or chart (or alternative format you find that works for this assignment) that contains a brief 
annotation for each book, text, or resource in your text set and a rationale for why it is included in this text 
set. When selecting books, make sure to consider the below criteria:  ___/15 points 

● texts that represent multiple genres, 
● texts that engage students with diverse perspectives and interpretations, 
● texts that support the theme you have chosen, 
● texts that are appropriate for the various reading levels in the classroom, 
● texts that have an original publication date within the last ten years, and 
● texts that are culturally relevant and culturally sensitive. 

Brief reflection that includes the following: ___/10 points 
● Your planning process for this text set. What was challenging? What worked well? 
● How would you consider guiding/supporting colleagues in how they could create their own text sets? 

Submit Content Area Reading Inventory Project Part Four: Mentor Text Set to Brightspace. 

Content Area Reading Inventory Project (CARI) Part Five 
Disciplinary Literacy Lesson Plan (Using the textbook along with mentor texts to address differentiated 
learning) 

Using a chapter or excerpt of your choice from the content area textbook from CARI Part One (doesn’t need to 
be from the readability task in CARI part 1) and your content area mentor text set from CARI part 4 you will 
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complete this Disciplinary Literacy Lesson Plan. It is likely your lesson will cover 2-3 days of instruction with 
students, and will include the following components:  

1. Create a 2-3 day disciplinary lesson plan that includes  
● Alignment to the MN standard/s and learning target/s  
● Instruction and modeling of vocabulary terms 
● Purposeful guided practice and independent practice with a minimum of one to three 

differentiated scaffolds to meet diverse learning needs (ex. for students of dyslexia and ELL 
students) 

● Must specifically include and identify explicit before-reading, during-reading, and after-reading 
strategies to aid in student comprehension of the topic.  

● Identify at least two supplemental texts that complimented your content area textbook within 
your lesson plan. One text must be accessed digitally or through a technology application. 

● Incorporate a robust written response activity/assignment for students to complete that will 
enhance their understanding of the topic. 

● Must include at least 2 formative assessments and possibly one summative assessment (if 
appropriate). Attach each to your lesson plan if not embedded within the lesson plan. 

● Within your plan, intentionally include at least one core instructional practice of media literacy. 
2. Write a final reflection to share the planning, teaching, and assessing process, including supporting text 

resources to accommodate diverse learner needs. This will include the following: 
● Explain how CARI part 4 (Mentor Text Assignment) supported by your Disciplinary Literacy Lesson 

Plan  
● Explain how your Disciplinary Literacy Lesson Plan exemplifies best practices in content area 

reading, and 
● Include your final thoughts for how you can apply these different components of disciplinary 

literacy to your future instruction. 

CARI Project Part 5 Criteria  
(60 points total) 

(Using the same chapter or section of a chapter that you choose from your content area textbook for CARI 4) 

Create disciplinary literacy lesson plan (covering 2-3 days) that includes the following ___/50 points 
● Alignment to the MN standard/s and learning target/s of your topic 
● Instruction and modeling of vocabulary terms 
● Must specifically include and identify explicit before-reading, during-reading, and after-reading 

strategies to aid in student comprehension of the topic. 
● Identify at least two supplemental texts that complimented your content area textbook within your 

lesson plan. One text must be accessed digitally or using a technology application. 
● Incorporate a robust written response activity/assignment for students to complete that will enhance 

their understanding of the topic. 
● Purposeful guided practice and independent practice with a minimum of one to three differentiated 

scaffolds to meet diverse learning needs (ex. for students of dyslexia and ELL students) 
● Must include at least 2 formative assessments and possibly one summative assessment (if appropriate). 

Attach each to your lesson plan if not embedded within the lesson plan. 
● Demonstrate at least one core instructional practice of media literacy within your lesson plan.  

Brief reflection that includes the following ___/10 points 
● Explain how CARI part 4 (Mentor Text Assignment) supported by your Disciplinary Literacy Lesson Plan  
● Explain how your Disciplinary Literacy Lesson Plan exemplifies best practices in content area reading 
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● Include your final thoughts for how you can apply these different components of disciplinary literacy to 
your future instruction. 
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Course and College Regulations and Policies 
All rules and policies of The College of St. Scholastica apply to this course. None of the following should be viewed as 
contradicting any College rules or policies. Please refer to your program student handbook for additional policy information. 

Academic Honesty 
Academic honesty and integrity are highly valued at The College of St. Scholastica. Academic dishonesty seriously violates 
the integrity of the academic enterprise and will result in academic penalties up to and including dismissal from the College. 
The full text of the CSS Academic Honesty Policy is found in the Student Handbook or online at 
https://my.css.edu/d2l/le/content/6606/viewContent/584908/View  
For additional information on plagiarism, including definitions, examples and ways to avoid it, visit 
http://libguides.css.edu/GettingStarted/AvoidingPlagiarism 

CSS Mission Integration Statement 
The College’s values, drawn from our Benedictine heritage and grounded in Catholic social teaching, inform how we engage 
with one another in teaching and learning. The value of Community charges us to create a climate of openness, trust and 
collaboration. Hospitality teaches us to cultivate a listening heart, welcoming and hearing the voice of each member of our 
campus community. Respect guides us to honor the profound dignity and worth of each person. Stewardship keeps us 
mindful of the sacredness of all creation and our responsibility to use all our resources wisely. Love of learning commits us 
to becoming life-long learners, preserving our heritage and creating new scholarly, artistic and scientific knowledge that 
enriches and enlarges human life. 

Collaboration 
Philosophy. Collaboration on assigned work is recognized as a very effective means of increasing learning for some 
students. Working collaboratively provides students with the opportunity to discuss ideas and to hear a variety of 
perspectives. Specific activities are more likely to lend themselves to a collaborative effort than others and these 
assignments are noted in the course syllabi. It is expected that assignments done in collaboration with others will reflect the 
degree of effort consistent with the number of students participating. 
Policy. Any collaborative efforts on designated course assignments must be pre-approved by the course instructor. In most 
cases, group size should not exceed three members. Students must indicate to the instructor how they think working 
together will be beneficial to all members of the group. They must also explain how each member of the group will 
contribute to and participate in the process. Once the assignment is completed, each member of the group must respond 
to a brief reflective questionnaire on his/her experience in this collaborative effort. 

Communication 
Learning occurs through interaction with ideas, objects, and people. To provide you the optimum opportunity for learning, 
you will be expected to communicate regularly with The College of St. Scholastica faculty member responsible for your 
course. This communication may take whatever form you prefer: in-person, e-mail, telephone or FAX. Your assignments will 
be one form of communication, but we encourage you to take advantage of the opportunity to discuss with us issues that 
arise, whether pertinent to the course at hand or not.  

Equal Access and Accommodations 
Students with disabilities, chronic medical conditions, and/or injury from active military service are entitled to appropriate 
and reasonable accommodations and auxiliary aids through The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. It is the student's responsibility to notify the Center for Equal Access as soon as possible to 
ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. For more information or to begin the process of 
obtaining accommodations, please check out the Center for Equal Access on my.css or email access@css.edu. 

Incompletes 
Incompletes will be granted only in rare circumstances where a student can demonstrate an extreme situation which 
necessitates it. Contact your instructor to make arrangements should the need arise. 

Late Policy for Discussion Postings 
Late postings diminish the quality of the educational experience for the student who posts and the classmates who have 
limited opportunities to respond. Therefore, a student who posts beyond the due date, will lose points. Instructors may 
make exceptions to this policy based on extenuating circumstances. 

Personal Counseling 
Personal counseling is a vital component of the mental health support services offered at The College of St. Scholastica. The 
Center's counseling staff can assist a student in addressing the feelings and stressors of college life and other important 
personal concerns. Visit https://my.css.edu/d2l/le/content/6606/viewContent/741826/View  

https://my.css.edu/d2l/le/content/6606/viewContent/584908/View
http://libguides.css.edu/GettingStarted/AvoidingPlagiarism
https://my.css.edu/d2l/le/content/6606/Home?itemIdentifier=D2L.LE.Content.ContentObject.ModuleCO-357274
mailto:access@css.edu
https://my.css.edu/d2l/le/content/6606/viewContent/741826/View
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Required Reporting & Confidential Resources 
The College of St. Scholastica values its ability to provide a safe and nondiscriminatory educational environment for 
students. Faculty and staff members are required to report information regarding gender-based discrimination and violence 
(sexual harassment, sexual assault, relationship violence, stalking or sexual exploitation) to the College Title IX Coordinator. 
The Title IX Coordinator oversees the College’s response to reports of sexual misconduct and provides interim protection 
measures. Learn more at css.edu/titleix or 218-625-4444. 
For confidential support contact: 

Counseling Services (T2150) 218-723-6085 
Student Health Services (Somers 47) 218-723-6282 or 
Gender Equity and Anti-Violence Ally (GEVA) 218-733-2227 or geva@css.edu  

Synchronous Online Class Recording 
Our online class sessions may be audio-visually recorded for students who are unable to attend at the scheduled time. 
Students who participate with their camera engaged or who utilize a profile image are agreeing to have their audio/video or 
image recorded. Likewise, students who un-mute during class and participate orally are agreeing to have their voices 
recorded. 

http://www.css.edu/titleix
mailto:geva@css.edu
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