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What is Licensure via Portfolio?

Licensure via Portfolio is a non-traditional option for earning a Tier 3 and
Tier 4 teaching license or to add additional licensure fields to an existing

Tier 3 or Tier 4 teaching license.

Through this process, a teacher can submit a “portfolio,” which is a
collection of evidence with accompanying narratives describing how the
teacher has the knowledge, skills and competencies required for a

specific licensure field.
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Which licensure fields can obtain via portfolio?

* The licensure fields can be found at revisor.mn.gov/rules/8710/

 There it lists the curricular fields and the standards you would need to evidence in your
portfolio

 Related Services fields are not eligible for licensure via portfolio (school counselor,
school psychologist, school social worker, school nurse, speech-language pathologist)

 |Ifarelooking to add a field in CTE or Special Ed and you do not currently hold a license in

those fields you will need to submit an additional portfolio as well as the subject area
portfolio

e |f did not get your license via a teacher prep program or did not student teach (12
weeks) then you will need to submit a Standards of Effective Practice (SEP) portfolio as
well as the subject area portfolio
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Qualifications to be Eligible

Experience requirements: One of the following:

A. A year-long mentorship program teaching as the
teacher of record in the licensure area sought.

B. Two years of experience teaching as the teacher of
record in the licensure area sought; or

C. ATier 3 or 4 teaching license (excluding related services)
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Qualifications to be Eligible

1. Educational requirements: One of the following:
A. holds a minimum of a regionally accredited baccalaureate degree, or
B. holds a credential from outside the United States that is equivalent to the U.S. bachelor
degree (Foreign Credential Evaluation (mn.gov), or
C. falls under the exemption from holding a bachelor’s degree:
a. Seeking a license in Career and Technical Education or Career Pathways and has one of
the following:
i.  Five years of relevant work experience aligned to the licensure area sought;
ii. Anassociate’s degree aligned to the licensure area sought; or
iii. A professional certification aligned to the licensure area sought from an approved
certifying organization.
b. Seeking a license in World Language and Culture and is a native speaker of the
language.
c. Seeking a license in Visual Arts, Dance, Theatre, or Music and has give years of relevant
work experience in the licensure area sought.
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https://mn.gov/pelsb/assets/Foreign%20Credential%20Evaluation%202022%20POST_tcm1113-521762.pdf

What are Standards?

Minnesota is a "standard-based" licensure state, which means that licensure candidates
must demonstrate knowledge and skills specific to each licensure field (rather than a
"course-based" state which requires a certain number of courses or credits aligned to a
particular topic). Each licensure field holds a set amount of teaching standards that would
need to be evidenced.

Portfolio candidates submit evidence aligned to the Minnesota Teacher Standards for their
content area.
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/8710/

Candidates may need additional portfolios.

 Standards of Effective Practice (Initial Licensure)

Core Skills Special Education (Special Education licensure candidates)
e  Core Skills of CTE (CTE licensure candidates)
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https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/8710/

Samples of standards (content)

EX: Visual Arts licensure via portfolio has 7 subject area standards (letters A
— @) to evidence with narratives. Here is letter C:

C. Ateacher of visual arts understands that works of art are affected by where and
when they were produced. The teacher must:

(1)understand the effect of culture and temporal contexts on the appearance of artworks
and the point of view of persons of other cultures or other times in interpreting the art;

(2)analyze and interpret contextual information about traditional art forms within
various cultures;

(3) understand the chronological development of art from prehistoric to present; and
(4) use art historical research processes.
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Samples of standards (SEP)

‘Standard of Effective Practice (for those who did not go throu%h a teacher prep program or
complete student teaching). There are 8 SEP standards in total.

Standard 7. Collaboration and leadership.

A. The teacher understands the importance of engaging in culturally affirming, reciprocal communication with families about
student development, learning, and performance.

B. The teacher knows how to collaborate with a culturally relevant and responsive lens with families to support student learning and
secure appropriate services to meet the needs of students.

C. The teacher plans collaboratively with professionals who have specialized expertise to design and jointly deliver, as appropriate,
learning experiences to meet unique learning needs.

D. The teacher demonstrates the ability to identify gaps where the current curriculum does not address multiple fperspectiyes,
cultures, and backgrounds, and understands how curriculum and instruction impacts students that are not part of the dominant

culture.

E. The teacher reqognizes the responsibility to question normative school knowledge, conventional teaching and other professional
practices, and beliefs and assumptions about diverse students, their families, and communities that adversely impact learning.

F. The teacher understands multiple leadership models for teachers; knows how to take on leadership roles at the school, district,
state, or national level; and advocates for students, the school, the community, and the profession.
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What can be used as evidence for each standard?

* Coursework completed — transcripts/course syllabi
* Certifications — teaching licenses and credentials/trainings
 Exams — AP Exam scores/IB Diploma Exam scores/College level exams

* Professional Development Workshops — must provide actual certificate
with detailed description of content addressed

« Committee activities and PLC's — certificate of attendance required with
clock hours

* Professional organizations, research, publications — detailed descriptions

 Work with community programs, tutoring, volunteer work — affidavit of
competence aligned to standard(s) from supervisor

* Honors/Awards - nomination criteria M vikNasoTa
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Fvidence, continued...

* Public/private school teaching experience:

* Verified by documents indicating duration, age of student, subject
matter

 Examples of lesson plans, curriculum design, instructional tools, syllabi
* Video of candidate actively teaching

* Evidence of student learning/growth

 Data collected and interpreted (to modify and improve instruction)
 Documentation of supervised or mentored experiences (verified)

* |nstructional and assessment materials created, lesson plans, unit plans

e Anonymous student survey about learning environment
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Licensure via Portfolio — Time commitment

Time Commitment

* As a replacement for a teacher preparation program, candidates can
expect a rigorous process.

* The time and effort required to compile portfolio items documenting
the knowledge, skills and competencies required for licensure is
considerable.

* For each standard, you will want to provide 2-3 pieces of evidence.

* Not only are you providing evidence, but you are also writing a
narrative of how each piece of evidence matches the breadth and

depth of the standard.
M) MiINNesOTA

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR
LICENSING AND STANDA®RDS BOARD



Licensure via Portfolio — Financial commitment

 There is no fee to submit an eligibility form for portfolio (step 1)

* The fee for the first portfolio is $300 (due once portfolio is ready for
review)

* For any additional portfolios that are submitted for review the cost is
$200 per

* Once recommended, you will need to submit a completed application for
the licensure field with appropriate licensing fee
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Licensure via Portfolio - Resources

* Visit the PELSB website (mn.gov/pelsb) - Pathways to Licensure — drop
down to Portfolio Pathway

 There are Guidance documents and Portfolio Companion documents

 Watch for Information Sessions via the PELSB website (to be held live
and recorded)

* Portfolio uses a fully online platform called Proserva.

Proserva has technical assistance available for you to access with
systems issues
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Licensure via Portfolio Process

Independent
Portfolio
Review

Apply for
licensure

Confirm Prepare
Eligibility Portfolios
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Step 1: Confirm Eligibility

Initial or Additional Licensure Requirements:

e Submit Eligibility Form in Proserva (available on PELSB
website) - if you qualify for a license, or if there is a better route to

take in your process, PELSB staff will contact yoUu
* Submit Transcripts/relevant documents
* No Fee
 Timeline to hear back: 30 days
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Step 2: Prepare Portfolio(s)

Once eligibility is determined, the candidate has up to one year
to submit their portfolio(s).

To be recommended for licensure, the portfolio must include
evidence aligned to the intent, all parts, and depth and
breadth of standards.

If additional time is needed, check
with portfolio.pelsb@state.mn.us to verify continued eligibility
with the same standards.
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Step 3: First Submission: Portfolio Review

Initial Review
* S$300 due after internal audit and before sending to reviewers.

* |tis not unusual for portfolios to be returned for more
evidence to show how you meet the standard.

 Review process can take up to 90 days.

* |f not recommended, candidates have 2 years to resubmit.
Candidates provide evidence for not met standards only.
Candidates can resubmit once without an additional fee.
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Step 4: Apply For License

Recommended for Licensure

 After recommended for licensure, the candidate needs to
apply for a Tier 3 or 4 license.
* This can take an additional 30 days.
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Portfolio Recommendation

Reviewers must find that overall, the portfolio candidate demonstrates
equivalent skills and knowledge as what would be required by a teacher
preparation program. If all standards are “met”, the reviewers

will recommend the candidate for licensure.

If there are a few “not met” standards, the reviewers will consider the
nature of the “not met” standards and the candidate’s portfolio
submission as a whole. If the “not met” standards are absolutely essential
to the teaching of that licensure area, then the reviewers cannot
recommend the teacher for licensure until sufficient evidence has been
provided.
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Licensure via Portfolio - Timeline

ltem Length of time
Submit Eligibility Form Up to 30 days
Work on portfolio One year to submit
Internal portfolio review Up to 2 weeks
Formal review Up to 90 days — once fee clears
Application for licensure Up to 30 days- once fee clears
If not recommended for licensure Up to 2 years to resubmit/no fee
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Questions?

Thank you for attending today's session.

Stacy Jeffrey: stacy.a.jeffrey@state.mn.us

Melissa Miller: melissa.a.miller@state.mn.us
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