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PAUSE

From Start to License: Your Path to 
Cannabis Licensing in Minnesota 

Before you begin: 
1. Were you verifed as a social 

equity applicant? If so, decide 
if you will apply for a social 
equity-classifed license. 

2. What license type will 
you apply for? What 
endorsement(s) will you  
need to obtain? 

3. Talk to your local government 
about zoning requirements 
and local retail registration 
availability (if applicable). 

You pass the 
inspection!  
You are now  
a pending  

license holder. 

Your business 
undergoes a full 

pre-licensure 
inspection  
by OCM. 

Pay the initial
license fee,  

if applicable, 
in Accela. 

Review OCM’s 
application 

guidance and 
prepare your 

required application 
documents. 

Begin your
application. Fill in all 
required information
and attach required

documentation 
when prompted. 

Start here! Create your 
account in Accela, 
OCM’s business 
licensing system. 

Step 1. 
Complete your 

Pay your application fee. 
OCM reviews your application for 

minimum qualifcations.
application 

Your local 
government 

confrms your site 
meets all zoning 
regulations and  
other local rules 
and ordinances. 

OCM sends your 
application to your 
local government  

for approval of  
zoning compliance, 

while continuing 
internal review.† 

OCM has 90
days to review

your application
upon your site 

registration
submission. 

You are now a 
license holder 
and may begin

operations.‡ 

OCM issues  
your cannabis  

business license and 
Metrc registration 

directions. 

* Qualifed applicants have six months to become preliminarily approved. Microbusinesses are exempt from the labor peace 
 agreement requirement until the point of renewal. 
† Your application cannot proceed and your business cannot open until your local government certifes that your business meets 
 zoning compliance, and, if applicable, fre code and building code. 
‡ For those seeking to conduct retail activities, you must get retail registration from your local government directly (in addition 
 to your license) before beginning cannabis sales. Local governments can issue local retail registration once you have preliminary 
 license approval or have been issued a license from OCM. 

Submit a site 
registration in 
Accela with 
all fnal plan 

of record 
documents. 

Incomplete fnal plans 
of record will lead to 
delays in approving 

your license. 

Secure your  
business location 

and confrm 
it meets local 
government 

requirements. 

Step 3. 
Final plans of 

record and local 
government 

approval 

Your application 
passes! You are 
now a qualifed 

applicant.* 

Complete required 
background check(s) 
and submit your labor 

peace agreement*  
to OCM. 

You are now  
a preliminarily 

approved applicant. 

Step 2b. 
Capped 
license 

approval 

Your application 
passes! You are 

now entered into 
a randomized 

lottery selection. 

Your application 
is chosen in the 
lottery! You are 
now a qualifed 

applicant.* 

Complete the checklist for Step 3 
PAUSE on page 2 of this document before 

submitting your site registration. 

Note: Applicants have 18 months to complete Steps 3-5.



Step 3. Final plans of record and 
local government approval

Step 4. Pre-licensure inspection

Step 5. 

Aditional Step for Retail Busineses: 

Preliminarily Approved Applicant Checklist 
Preliminarily approved applicants should not start site registration (Step 3) in Accela until they have received the preliminary 
approval email from OCM. Complete all items in Step 3 (see checklist below) before submitting a site registration. 

Step 3. Final plans of record and  
local government approval 

Secure your site location and confrm it meets local government requirements.  
Local governments have 30 days to review. 

Verify with your local government that your site will meet zoning compliance.* 

Work with your local government to ensure your site meets state building and fre code. 

Check with your local government about other land use or local ordinance compliance 
approvals (i.e. permits to occupy and operate your business at the location). 

If you are conducting retail sales, check with your local government on whether there 
is a retail registration cap before proceeding. 

Complete fnal plans of record and submit in Accela under Site Registration. 
• Access the required fllable online forms using the links provided on OCM’s  

Final Plan of Record Submission webpage. 
• Upon completing the online forms, you will be emailed a PDF copy of your plans. 

All PDFs need to be uploaded in Accela on the second step (site information) of the 
site registration page, along with any fles that were larger than 10MB and unable to 
be uploaded to the online forms. 

• Take your time, the quality of the plans is crucial. If these are not fully complete, 
you will experience delays in receiving your license as you will have to restart your 
fnal plans of record. OCM cannot conduct inspection until plans are approved. 

Register your fnal site location information to OCM in Accela. 
• Upon submitting your site registration, which includes fnal site location information 

and fnal plans of record, OCM will have 90 days to review your application. Applicants 
should expect it may take up to 90 days as they plan for the opening of their business. 

Step 4. Pre-licensure inspection 
OCM schedules a full pre-licensure inspection for your 
business after local government approval is received in  
Accela and fnal plans of record are approved. 

Your business undergoes the inspection by OCM. 

Pass your inspection and become a pending license holder. 

OCM will complete the inspection report and send an initial 
license fee invoice, if applicable. 

Step 5. License Issuance 
Pay the initial license fee in Accela, if applicable. 

OCM issues your license. 

Aditional Step for Retail Busineses:  
Local Retail Registration 

Contact your local government directly about this process (may not 
be the same local government that approved your site in Step 3). 

* If you have preliminary approval, you can secure zoning confrmation directly from your local government and  Learn more about the licensing process at
then work on fnal build out of your site, ensuring that is all complete at time of site registration with OCM. 
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