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We have just learned that M nn. DHS is proposing that nedically
fragile mentally retarded persons and the others having severe
aggressi ve behavioral problens are to be placed in the same small
six bed facility - this planning is highly dangerous.

Dave, | believe there are undoubtedly sone bugs in the Waxman
bill, but I understand it would not inpose any limtation on
Federal Medical paynents for services provided to individuals with
mental retardation in large institutions; it would not restrict
the right that Medicaid beneficiaries have under current law to
freedom of choice of provider. It would not require the State to
devel op and inplenment a five year plan to transfer individuals
fromlarge institutions to small community based settings, and it
woul d not prohibit the Secretary from pronul gating or enforcing
qual ity standards for Medicaid funded services, whether in the

institution or in the community. It is vastly superior to the
Chafee bill.

| hope, Dave, you wll not sign on the Chafee bill before we have
an opportunity to discuss the matter with you. W wll be happy

to neet with you at your convenience in Mnneapolis or in
Washi ngton, D.C. Unfortunately, we do not believe your anendnments
sol ve your or our major concerns.

Very truly yours,

Mel vin D. Heckt
Presi dent, M nnesota Chapter
Congress of Advocates for the Retarded, Inc.
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Re: S.384 - Chafee Bill v. HR 854 - Waxman et al Bill

Dear Dave:

| amenclosing a video tape prepared by Mh CAR of some of our
prof oundly and severely retarded sons and daughters who reside in
the Faribault Regional Treatnent Center. | respectfully ask that
you view this 15 mnute tape.

| amal so enclosing a bound vol une of 12,500 petitions signed by
M nnesot ans who are opposed to the closure of prograns for
mentally retarded persons residing in our State RIGCs
(Institutions). | assure you that there are many nore citizens of
M nnesot a opposed to the M nnesota Departnent of Human Services
and ARC plan that are for it.

| amalso enclosing for your staff sonme literature witten by

pr of essi onal experts who enihoy t he highest national reputation
that support our position that State and Community Institutions
(those over 15 beds? shoul d not be destroyed for nentally retarded
persons especially tor those who are profoundly and severely
retarded or nedically fragile or higher functioning nentally
retarded persons who have severe behavioral or nental illness.

Dave, the Chafee Bill and the Mnn. DHS bill are budget busters
and will result in death and severe injury and at a mninuma
substandard |owering of the quality of life for persons who are
profoundly and severely retarded. | amenclosing a series of
articles fromthe Los Angeles Tines to illustrate ny point. Al so
| ast year due to Mnn. DHS pressure four nentally retarded persons
were discharged to small commnities settings and died from

sei zures or seizure related causes. W also know of one who died
fromdrinking salt water? and two who died from being struck by
aut onobi l es while crossing the street.
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We have just learned that M nn. DHS is proposing that nedically
fragile nmentally retarded persons and the others having severe
aggressive behavioral problens are to be placed in the sanme snall
six bed facility - this planning is highly dangerous.

Dave, | believe there are undoubtedly sonme bugs in the Waxman
bill, but |I understand it would not inpose any limtation on
Federal Medical paynents for services provided to individuals with
mental retardation in large institutions; it would not restrict
the right that Medicaid beneficiaries have under current law to
freedom of choice of provider. It would not require the State to
develop and inplenent a five year plan to transfer individuals
fromlarge institutions to small community based settings, and it
woul d not prohibit the Secretary from pronul gating or enforcing
gquality standards for Medicaid funded services, whether in the

institution or in the comunity. It is vastly superior to the
Chafee bill.

| hope, Dave, you will not sign on the Chafee bill before we have
an opportunity to discuss the matter with you. W w il be happy

to neet with you at your convenience in Mnneapolis or in
Washi ngton, D.C. Unfortunately, we do not believe your anmendnents
sol ve your or our major concerns.

Very truly yours,

Mel vin D. Heckt
Presi dent, M nnesota Chapter
Congress of Advocates for the Retarded, Inc.



