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THE INSTITUT EFO RTH EDEA F AN D DUMP ,

has the handsomest public building in th e State . It s industries
are manage d ona plan simila rt o tha t pursue di nth e Reform
School, and with th e sam e exCellen t result. W e find bu ttw o
deaf-mutes in th e poor houses ofthe State, an d hea r o fno deaf -
mute tramps . Th e boy s lear n printing, tailoring , shoemakin g
or coopering ; th e girls , dressmaking , sewin g an d hous e work .
Sofaras we are ablet o judge, th e instructionis thoroug hand
efficient.

The sho e sho p an d tailorsho p ar ei n th e basement, wher e
they endanger th e health o fth e pupil s and expose the building
to danger from fire . Separat e shops should be provided.

The building is very inflammable, the interior being compose d
chiefly of wood. Tw o stone partition-walls run from basement to
attic, but do not protect the buildin g from fire, because there are
no fire doors and the wooden roof unite the whole building. Th e
same conditio n of things was discovered in the St. Pete r hospital,
several years ago ; bric k wall s were extended throug h the attic,
to the top o f the roof ; fire doors wer e putin and thi s precaution
saved two-thirds o f the building. A wooden door, covere d with
tin,ina brick wall , aided b ya stream of wate r fro m th e other
side, save da portion o fth e school for feeble-minde d childrenin
Ohio. I tis foun din practice tha ta tin coveringo na wooden
door has great power to resist heat.

We therefore deem it of the utmost importanc e that provisions
be mad e fo r dividin g th e buildin g into three compartments in
case of fire.

THE SCHOO LFO RTH EBLIN D

is now well housed in its commodious new building. Owin g to the
building in progress, the school was considerably interfered with
last year. Bein gnow well equippe d and furnished , an d having
an efficient superintendent and corp s o f teachers, prosperit y and
successaret ob e expected . Th e industrie s compris e broom -
making fo r th e boys ; bead-work , sewingb yhandan do nthe
machine, knitting, crocheting , etc. , for th e girls . Musi ¢ forms
an important part of the curriculum.S ofarasweareableto
judge, this school calls for no criticism nor any special legislation.

THE SCHOO L FO R IDIOT S AN D IMBECILE S

has ceased to be an experiment. Wit h its capacit y increased to
one hundred, and pupils ready to fill it, it is an establishe d insti-
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- tution. No public charity is , in our judgment, mor e important
or mor ¢ beneficen t than this. Anyon e who has seen the lament-
able condition of this class in county poor houses, their senseless
gibbering, thei r loathsom e appearance , thei r beastl y feeding ,
their bantering or abus e b y other paupers , will mar k th e con -
trast with the cleanliness , neatnes s an d civilize d appearanc e of
the inmate s o f this school .1 fthis gai nwereall,itwouldbe
much, butitis not the pauper class, nor, indeed, the children at
- all, wh o ar e mos t benefited . Th e chie f blessin gcomestothe
homes of respectable parents . A nidiot childisa-cause of con -
tinual sorrow and shame. Thoughtles s children or adults ridicule
or ill-treat the child, and the parents are embittered against their
neighbors. Henc e com e quarrel s and lasting feuds. A mother
whose child is now at Faribault had not had a guest in her house
for years , before th e chil d was sen tthere.Sh ecoul dnotfor
shame. o . S L

The legislatur e is now called upon to decide th e future o f this
school. I sitto beconfinedt oth e mor e teachabl eclass ,asin
the Kentucky institution, while less teachable idiots are rejected ;
orisittoreceive all alike? O n the former plan, the school wil 1
make a better showing; bu t the idiot class is the one from which
society most needs relief. Shal 1a custodial departmentb e pro -
vided, in which thos e unabl e t o protec t themselves, especiall y
the females, shall be made permanent wards of the State? W e do
not hesitate to say yes. Thes e weak-minded girls usually become
the prey of bad men, and live only t o multipl y thei r kind ; fo r
their offsprin g ar e generall y defective . Ther ear eno wtw o
sisters at Faribault, daughter s of an imbecile mother, and having
had several brothers and sisters wh o wer e defective . Ther ei s
an imbecile woman in the Rice County poor hous e who ha s had
several defectiv e childre n an d ha stob e watche d constantly .
Therei1 sa simila r woman i n th e Nicolle t Count y poor house.
There is an idiot girl in Mower County poor house and an imbe -
cile in Wabasha County poo r hous e wit h whomiti s probabl y
only a matter of time when they will have offspring. Thes e ar e
but specimen cases. W ¢ believe thatiti s th e highest economy
for the State to take permanent charge o f all such cases; there -
fore, w e recommend that the request of the board o f directors for
~ an appropriation to build an additional wing and a separate cus-
todial building, b e granted.

The bill s against thes e thre e institution s ar e rendere d sepa -
rately; th e accounts ar e kep t distinc t b y the steward , and sep-
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urate statements made; bu t estimates have heretofore been made
in gross by the board o f directors, and appropriations have been
voted i nth e sam e way fo r th e thre e institutions . Th etwo
insane hospitals , althoug h unde rth e sam e boar d of trustees ,
dealing with the same class o f inmates, hav e always had entirely
distinct funds . Th e thre e institution s a t Faribaul tdea | with
distinct classes o f inmates, an d are, o f necessity, run on very dif -
ferent scales of expenditure . W ese en ogoo dreaso nwhy the
same rule should not apply as to the insane hospitals. W e there-
fore recommen d that distinct estimate s an d separat e appropria -
tions be made for each o f these institutions.

We submit herewith classified comparativ e statement s o fthe
expenses o f these institutions per capitafor the pas t fou r years .

ANNUAL INVENTORY .

In all our State institutions there ar e larg e accumulationso f
movable property , increasin g fro myea rto year . Thi s prop -
erty is under the care of the superintendents and stewards . I n
the Firs t Insan e Hospita 1i t ha s bee n customar ytotak ean
annual inventory; bu t sinc e the fire o f 1880, n o inventor y ha s
been published . I n th e Refor m Schoo 1a partial inventor yi s
taken each year; but the practice does not prevail, so far as we are
informed, i n th e other Stat e institutions. A n annual inventory
enables both th e superintendent and trustee s t o trace propert y
from year to year, an d afford s an essential elemen ti n determin -
ing accuratel y th e per capitaexpense .1 ntenyears'timethe
First Hospital for the Insan e accumulate d nearly $50,000 worth
of movable property from current expenditures. I n other words,
the apparen t curren t expense s wer ¢ abou t$5,00 0a yearin
excess o f the actual amount of material consumed. Suc h inven -
tories are required and found useful i n othe r states.

We recommen d tha t th e manager s o f State institution s an d
county poor houses an d publi ¢ hospitals b e required b y la w to
cause an accurate inventor yt ob e taken ofal |l publi ¢ property
onhandatth eclose o feach fiscal year;rea 1estat e an d per -
manent improvements bein g liste d at their cost, as nearl yascan
be ascertained ; movabl e propert y bein gliste da tit sactual
estimated value .

PROPERTY ACCOUNTS .

Warden Reed , o fth e Stat e Prison , ha s establishe da store -
room, appointe da storekeeper, an d organize da system o fissue





