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BOARD NG HOME STANDARCS
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Chapter 257, Mnnesota Satutes as Anended i n1957, defines a foster
boar di ng hone subject to |icense and provides that except as specified in
the lawno person may care for a child unacconpani ed by his parent or
guardian for all or part of a day wthout first obtaining a license from
the Gonmssioner of Public Wl fare. The Gonmassioner wll issue a license
upon the recormendati on of a public or private agency authorized by the
Gorm ssi oner to sel ect hones for children.

It is expected that agencies wll naintain files on hones recommended
for license, and these files shall be available for reviewby the Comm s-
sioner or his agents as provided by law Each file shall contain the
followng to support and justify the agency recommendat i on:

1. An application for |icense signed by the applicant.

2. A signed agreenent between the agency and the foster parents
as to provisions and limtations of the |icense.

3. Physician's statenents,
4. Hre inspection report.

5. Arecorded eval uati on based on these standards, and supporting
the decisiontoreconmend. . licensing or relicensing of the hone.

6. Arecord identifying children cared for in the hone and an

eval uation of service given by the hone in relation to each
chi | d.

These standards are intended to guide agencies in choosing foster
boardi ng honmes and to set goals for both foster parents and agencies in
their work together. Before recommendi ng that a hone be |icensed or that
a license be renewed, the supervising agency nust have considered each
portion of the standards in relation to a particular famly and the recorded
eval uation nust fully support the recommendati on.

It is not expected that each |icensed home will be equally strong in
every respect, but no child may be placed i n a hone where his nental,
physi cal, emotional, and spiritual well-beingis in jeopardy.

These standards are witten to protect children in boarding care by
endeavoring to assure themopportunities for gronth and devel opnent of all
their innate capacities, particularly those for physical health, spiritual
and enotional well-being, educational achievenent, and social useful ness.
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|. Definition

A

This rule pertains to the requirenents for the care of childrenin
afacility for foster care described as a foster boardi ng hone.

Afoster boarding hone is defined as a famly hone where children
out of their own hones are cared for 24 hours a day, for a period

of 30 days or nore. Foster boardi ng hones caring for children from
nore than one famly for |less than 30 days nust al so be |icensed.
The foregoi ng does not apply to hones caring for children rel ated
tothe famly by blood or marriage, or hones caring for children

pl aced there by aut hori zed agencies for | egal adoption. Goup hones
and ot her specialized but non-institutional foster eare facilities
nust neet the requirenents of this rule wth nodifications deened
appropriate by the Conm ssi oner.

"Chil dren" neans one or nore persons under the age of 16, or persons
over 16 years of age, but under 21, if for reasons of nental retarda-

tion they still require the protection needed by persons under 16
years of age.

1. Provisions of Licensing

A

B.

The nunber, age groupi ng, and sex of children which nay be cared
for at any one tine shall be specified inthe terns of each |icense.

The nunber to be cared for in one foster boardi ng hone shal | not
exceed five including the foster famly's own children. Hones
licensed prior tothe effective date of this rule to care for nore
than five children will be excepted fromthis [imtation on approval
of the Gonmissioner of Public Wl fare.

Each |icense shall state clearly the type of children to be recei ved,
the kind of service authorized, and any other special provisions of
licensure; the license shall apply only to these conditions.

CGaring for foster children on a day care basis and a full-tine basis
In the sane hone shall not be permtted except as authorized by

the Gxranissioner or permtted in special types of situations by

t he Comm ssi oner .



BOARD NG HOME STANDARDS

I11. BEvaluation of Famly and Hone

A Inorder to protect children in boarding care and assure themt he
naxi numopportunities for growh and devel opnent, the supervising
agency W || evaluate each famly and hone in which children are to
be cared for according to the foll ow ng essential requirenents:

1.

The famly nust be notivated by | ove of children and by desire
to give such love to a child not their own.

The foster parents nust naintain a stable and harnoni ous hone
life.

The foster parents nust be able to understand and neet a child s
need for affectional ties, and satisfying famly rel ati onshi ps.
They nust be able to offer an accepting and under st andi ng
attitude toward the child s probl ens and behavi or, and to pro-
vi de an environnent conduci ve to heal t hful readj ustnent and
grow h.

The foster parents nust be peopl e who can gi ve positive gui dance,
care and training to a child according to his stage of growt h,
special abilities and limtations. They nust be able to accept
and work w th behavior that may be a synptomof danaging life
experi ence.

The child shall be treated as a nenber of the foster famly
during the period of his care, with respect for his individ-
uality. The foster parents shall encourage his sharing the
privileges and responsibilities of the household according to
hi s age and capacity.

Foster parents nust be able to accept and deal synpathetically
wthachilds enotional ties to his famly. They nust be abl e
to understand that his own famly nay have neaning for him
even though he is separated fromthem

The child s religious heritage nust be respected and prot ect ed.
The foster famly's own religious convictions and noral stand-
ards nust be such as toinspire the child to devel op a capacity
for spiritual well-being, respect for hinself and for others.

V. Physical. Health, and Safety S andards

A Provision nust be nmade for the whol esone play and rest children
need to grow and devel op.
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B. The foster boardi ng hone nust neet t he requirenents of the appro-
priate health and fire prevention officials wth respect to sani -
tation, sewage di sposal, water supply, mlk supply, protection
against fire, and other hazards to children's health and safety.
Hones shal | be subjected to inspection of the premses by heal th
and fire prevention authorities. Were | ocal regul ati ons are non-
existent or do not provide for inspection, the regulation of the
Sate Departnent of Health and Sate Fre Marshal slial prevail.

C Afoster famly applying for a license shall submt a statenent
froma physician certifying that a recent examnation showed free-
domfrominfectious conditions or fromdisabilities which woul d
pl ace children in jeopardy. The examnation shall include a
Mantoux test, and if this is positive, a chest X-ray given not
| onger than six nonths before the date of application for |icense.
The statenent nay not be necessary for children who are nenbers of
the fester famly if current school reports indicate good heal t h.
Annual reexamnation nmay be required at the discretion of the
[ i censi ng agency.

D The foster boardi ng hone shall be one that is conducive to the
naaxi num possi bl e heal th and safety of the child. The boardi ng
hone nust be accessible to nedi cal and educational facilities
as wel | as to the supervising social agency.

E Incone of the foster famly fromprivate enpl oynent or other re-
sources nust be reasonably steady and sufficient to maintain an
adequate standard of living so far as essential needs are con-
cerned wthout the incone derived fromthe care of children.

F. Alicensed children's fester boarding hone shall not be permtted
to have adult boarders or rooners when their presence nay adversely
affect the well-being of children.

V. Nutrition Sandards

A Food nust be provided the child in such quantities and variety so
as to satisfy not only his appetite but al so provide for essenti al
nutritional and dietary needs.

B Al formulas for infants under one year of age shall be prescribed
by a physi ci an.

VI. Records

A Authorized child-care and child-placing agencies w |l keep records
of hones recommended for |icense. These shall be available for re-
view by the Cormissioner of Public Wl fare or his agents as pro-

vi ded by Mnnesota S at ut es.
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B Each file shall contain the followng to support and justify the
agency recommendat i on:

1. An application for |icense signed by the applicant.

2. Asigned agreenent between the agency and the foster parents
as to provisions and limtations of the |icense.

3. Aphysician's statenent of the nental and physical heal th of
the foster boarding parents and famly nmenbers.

4. Afire inspection report.

5. Arecorded eval uation based on the standards set forthinthis
rule for licensing of foster boarding hones for children; and
supporting the agency' s deci sion to recommend |icensing or
rel i censi ng of the hone.

6. Arecordidentifying children cared for in the hone and an
eval uation of service given by the hone in relation to each
chil d.

VI1. Relationship to Supervising Agency

A Foster parents nust be abl e to accept, and work within, the pro-
visions of the license in the planning that nust be done for the
child. They nust be able to accept and support agency pl anni ng
and deci si ons when an agency has pl anning responsibility for the
chi | d.

B. Foster parents shall keep the agency inforned of the child s
progress. They shall consult wth the supervising agency at all
tines regarding the care, training, and plans for the foster
child whenever it involves nore than the day-to-day routine.
Foster parents' relationshipwth the child s own famly shal |
not include taking part in plans for the foster child w thout
t he know edge of the supervising agency. Foster parents nust
secure permssion fromthe supervi sing agency before taki ng or
allowngthe childto go on vacation trips or visits to rel ati ves.

C Aboarding child nust be left in charge of a conpetent person,
who has been approved by the supervi sing agency, during the
absence of the foster parents for 24 hours or nore. For shorter
periods of time, the foster parents nust arrange for supervision
of the childin their absence.

MViIl. Refusal of License

Failure or inability to conply with the above standards shal | be
cause for refusal or revocati on of |icense.

Dated at St. Paul, Mnnesota, this 27th day of Decenber, 1956.

MRR S HRH
CGommi ssi oner of Public Vel fare



