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The St. Cloud flection fer Mental Defectives 1s housed in the reformawIT

of that :aame.

One enters throngh the various gates and is imIlled:ietel:j impressed by the

cleanliness and the freshly painted surface of all waJ..J.s and bars. A novelty

was the tact that men were allowed to pick the colors or their cell vall.s. It

is a great hprovement over the sameness of color ODe usually eees in an insti­

tution of this type.

The menta1.ly detectives, sixty in number, are cared for in ODe large CCllD­

bined donnitory and c!ayre<Ia. They .leep in _ tiered bede, and each hss an ear

phone and they may select by vote one of three stations to listen to. There 1s

• television set that is greatly appreciated.

They were all neatly dressed in khaki uniforms.

Two guards, or aides, are on duty at all times, one at each end of the h&ll.

I talked v.Lth the Business Manager, with Mr. Carl Jackson, the Superintendent

of the Beformato17, and Mr. &1ph Rosenberg, the man in direct charge of the

educational progr8lll. It is a well run unit in .. vell run reformatory.

There is a very active Directive Program vi.th Mr. Rosenberg in charge, and

it is a practical course in social living ,nth the aim of pointing the way they

must go if they are ever to take their place in the camntmit,.. It does not stress

the three R's, but is a very sensible program with all education directed to'WU'd

reali.tie living, holding before the boy all tho time that he must leam how to

live decently and honestly 'With people, and when he does then be may leave the

institution.

They are tanght that the empl07Sr i. always right and that when he telle

them to am it his way, then that is the vay to do it. There is a great deal of

work that they eall de better than a brighter person, and that is what they are

trained to de.



They are taught te be truthfUl, dependable, and responsible; alse to read and

wri1ie since they must understand and fill out applications when applying for a job.

Livee of great men are analyzed to shov why they vere great, that they pos­

sessed honesty, ete. The Chaplain points out the virtues ef religion and prayer.

Many are discharged to take jobs as farm hands, dishwashers, ete. The proof

of the good job the;y ore doing is shown b;y the fact t.hat 75% of the Defective

Dellnqnents ore :teturned to the Communit;y. and of the fift;y who were orig1nell;y

transferred here in 1946 because the,. were 80 bad they could net be sueeessf'u]J.y

cared for at Faribault School where it had been necessary to seclude and r8stra1..&

them, only four are still here, tour died, and eight vere transf'erred to other in­

stitutione. These were the men who came here in chains and strait jackets.


