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: ‘-Ti;ﬁ ﬁrst quesnon gwen cons;deranon

tent to whxe grepation of

nal Under th;s, plan boys and
Wﬁuﬁd be enrolled for academic
work in the same classroom, even

. though it would be necessary to divide

the sexes in their assignments to craft
and voc¢ational classes. Likewise, it was
ecided that both boys and girls could
ssigned to certain work areas if the

¢ Aoty
- ‘typis of work to be performed could be
don

¢ by cither boys or girls. It was

‘als &ﬂaﬁé that social functions would

be co-educational and that visiting be-
tween boys and girls, while they were
carrying out their assxgned activities in
the. various areas in the institution
wauld be permitted. Necessary safe-

ards and supervisory cantrels were

| p;6§zded for.

The progress of this program has
been carefully watched and analyzed.
At the onset we had a great deal of
ngte-passmg and the development of

_ sirug that needed immediate and

hanéhng Most of the notes
) and of very low characr-

;yéar thé number Of
at a very rapnj ratg.

tation ahaut - thﬁu boy fﬁends ‘and bags
will speak about their girl friends. In
the school department boys and girls
will discuss their lesson assignments
and work together in their preparation
with a very small amount of the silly
type of reaction that was evident at the
beginning. Whistling and wolf-calls
on the part of the hoys, when girls or
women would be walking through the
grounds, has been almost entirely elim-
inated. There has been a noticeable
reduction in the teported number of
homo-sexual episodes. Dancing has be-

come 3 real social experience, normally

operated with better decorum than is
sometimes found in supervised high
school ‘dances. Smutty and suggestive
conversation has seemed to disappear

when normal association between sexes

was provided for. It has been reported
that when boys and girls have been
removed from this wholesome relation-
ship there has been an upsurge in the
use of the same unclean language noted
at the time of admission to the institu-
tion but which had all but disappeared
from their conversation. A simple
statement of fact seems to be that decent
conduct and behavior seemed to be
necessary for the enjoyment of accepted
social relationships. It is now the feel-
ing of our staff that a wholesome at-
mosphere has been developed which
provides for a constructive program of
training for future community living.
In further developing eur program,
much consideration was given to the
neéessity for making aceurate, predic-
tions and recommendations. It was

determined that this involved an intelli-
- gent approach to the whole question of
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development. To secure a staff trained
and qualified to do this work became

our first consideration. Our objectives

have not been fully realized.

Jn the field of mental testing it was
fe-ft that for pradlcuon we could place
a greater confidence in the Percent of

: .Z’iverage or “Personal Constant” rather

than: in the more variable 1.Q. It was

‘our definite feeling that accuracy of pre-

dxg’ﬂéh would depend on the validity

of the test used, no matter in what
‘way the degree of brightness would be

éxpressed. In conference with our con-
sulting psychologist, it was agreed that
the Point Scale of Petformance Tests

'Wouid give us a considerable amount of

srial on which to base an apxmon
formulate a prediction. In using

Porin T of this scale it was found that
‘we learn of the child’s potential ability
~and his present ability to accamplish

cemnn tasks that are clearly within the
s comprehension. It reflects

the skills possessed by the examinee

and'in a measure demonstrates the area
in which he will be most capable and
m which he W’xﬂ be able to earn a hv—

a‘e:hzevemeht work responses and socnal'
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sty om ar;d SDEIal development the
judgment of the individual with whom

on which progress 1s determined.
It was recognized that many factors

would be present which would interfere
with an accurate determination of the

child’s ability and that these factors
woulld have to be taken into considera-
tion when recommendations for future
programing is made. The interferences
to be looked for were essentially the fol-
lowing:

1. Efniotional  disturbinces which might

either be of long standing or for only the
time of the examination.

2. A hearing loss which might interfere

with the c¢hild’s responses during the exam-
ination and which might previously have
interfered with the learning of ‘the material
that was involved in the test. This might
more - especially affect the giving of Binet
examigations and achi¢vernent tests but
would not be noticeable in the giving of the
Point Scale of Performance Tests, s both
Form I and Revised Form 11 are independent
of language. .

3. A visual loss of sufficient intensity to
make it difficult for the child to respond up
to the limit of his capacity and which- might

"previously have interfered with the learning

of the material that was involved in the test.
This could also interfere with suceess on the
Point Scale of Performance Tests through
inability to se¢ the materiak

4 Impaired muscular contrel, that has
come as a result of brain injuries and which
would interfere’ with the response of the

chifd in all situations, both verbal and non -

verbal.

5. 8peech defécts that may have come as
a resuilt of impaired muscular contral; peor
weaching, delnycé speech development, or

1, may be just imitative.

6. Glandular imbalances, some of which
might be remediable and which might up-
set both the program of diagnosis and cduca:

gm .
the child is doing hxs work is the basis -
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&ﬁﬁg loss were
t determme if

to change the prescription’ worn by a

child at the time of his admission.
Teachers were advised of all cases that

needed special attention in the school -

room. One child who was nearly blind,
was referred to the State School for the
Blind and was accepted there on a trial
basis. He did not :make a success of
his work there so that other plans‘ had
to be developed for him.

A few of the children have had im-
paired muscular ¢ontrol as a result of
brain injuries.  Special consideration |
was given to these in all areas of their
activities, There has been a noticeable
improvement in school progress as well
as in the capacity of these children to
move around and to do things for them-
selves. In one case the impairment was
so great that other plans had to be

developed,

Many of the chlldrcn received have
had speech -defects in varying degrees
of intensity. A speech pathologist ex-
amined each case and recommended
treatment. As a result of this survey
we are expecting that'a full-time speech -
pathologist will be added to our staff.

In cases where a glandular imbalance

.was suspected, the children were re-

ferred to our physician for special con-
sideration. '

Children with nuerxtxonal deﬁcignmes
at the nme of admission have shown

Ff&;ﬂﬁﬁﬂy hilﬂ?en who ha% had
a prev}aus sch ol e&epﬁncnca have shown
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fusic is taught as qu'wanld expace
it to be taught in a good public school.
They are required to learn to reﬂé notes




up o the réqmremcms that would be

set up. for normal children. ‘A com-

prehensive achievement testing program

was developed for the purpese of meas-
" uring the advance made in each of the
subject fields. 'The teaching process
was individualized to as great a degree
as possible and work assignments at
the beginning of each school year would
be at the level of the child’s known
capacity to respond. Teachers were en-
couraged to both require and to expect
results,  Noticeable effects. have been
a marked revival of interest on the part
of some children who had dropped out
- of ‘school as soon as they had reached
a ¢hronological age of 16 years, and a
realization that they can learn and that
they will advance in a school program
geared to their special needs,

The development of a sound craft and
vocational ‘program required a great
deal of attention, We had inadequate
facilities as far as rooms, equipment and
teaching staff were concerned. The
teaching of wood work and related sub-
jeets for boys and the teaching of sew-
ing, cooking, weaving and hand-work
for girls was immediately decided upon.
However, it was recognized that even
though these classes were very valuable
in ﬂ’ke teaehing of spccﬁc skills, they

relly g as yoca

pie,,‘ent this service, we developed
many areas of work on a teaching basis
. 503 to maie adequately prepare the
f&feﬁ in tathgf well d&ﬁn@d voea-

' FALLY Damcmm “Boys axp Grias ro Nowmar Living

kitchens, dining rooms, lausdy, hos

pital and the household requirements

of the institution were used for the
girls. At this time we do not feel that
we have been able to organize our vo-
cational training program as effectively
as we know to be necessary. Addi:

tional facilities in our school depart-

ment will be set up and a more effec-
tive organization of work assignments
will be carried out.

Conferences were held with Iocal Pas-
tors regarding the development of an
effective religious education program.
On their recommendation we now have
a Catholic Mass at 9 A. M. every Sat-
urday and four classes of Catholic in-
struction in the fundamentals of the
Catholic faith. Confirmation and First
Communion are arranged for by the
Priest in charge. A Lutheran service
is held every Monday evening at 7
o'clock. A speeial class of instruction
meets every Monday and prepares the

children for Confirmation and First -

Communion. Likewise, the local Pas-
tors have special classes for Presbyterian,
Congregational, Methodist and Baptist

_children. ‘These prepare the children

for membership in their respective
churches. A Protestant chapel service
is held every Sunday morning at 9
o’clock.

A great deal of consideration has been
given to the question of vacations. kt
was felt by a number of our staff mem-
bers that in all cases where the children
have a suvitable home, we should do ev-
erything possible to mainiain a rélation-
ship and to develop in the mind of the

¢child a realization that ‘the State is not

attempting ‘to’ separate him from his
home or te deptive him of the emotional




that as many e&ﬂ-
ght have a petiod-of
‘institutional routine, and
unity to associate with others
+Bagis.  We could see many

2 children are having an

money ‘and, under,
g its use and gaod
andling of it. - There
for participation in
pted commu:mty ac-

e. Ltkemsc, they are
practice in such common-
ities as shopping, the use of
I and trains aﬁd how

¢ nat sent there for the
ginishment or even became
Gmups of so-

ativ:sed us that
vach essentially

ing from this type of pro-

program has

durmg part or all of the vacatmn penad
of the children who are under their
supervision.

Early in the development of this new
- program, it seemed necessary to agree

Jupon a strict separation from the local

community. ‘This was a new venture
and local residerits were apgreh Ve
and concerned. Little by little the re-
strictions were modified and reports of
tolerance and acceptance were received.
Permission to attend the-local theater
under the supervision of a worker was

‘announced. Going down town for shop-

ping or just for recreation was allowed.
Groups appeared in churches on Sun-
day progsams and children were taken
in as associate members in two churches.
Boy Scouts participated on an equal
basis with the boys -about town and

were accepted without question. At

tendance at high school athletic events .

‘became a rather common practice. ‘The

community acceptance of our children
has produced values that cannot be dis-
counted,

The placement program under the
supervision. of the State department is
now beginning to function. Up to this
date 13 girls and 6 boys have been
placed. Five gitls and six boys are
now being prepared for leaving and
several others are being studied with the
expectancy they will be recommended
far placement. In.the future we are
loaking forward to the successful place-
ment of an ever increasing number of
children.

Just a word about the development of
the Owatonna State School. Its history
dates back to 1886. In October of that
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