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TO CHILD VielPalk SUARD LEaABERS alD OTAERS CONCERNLD
VITH CaRRZING OUT THE STuRILYIZATION La¥;

. 1t appears that there are = numbher of points in connection
with policies relating to sterilization of the feebleaindea that are not
elearly unce;tood. For that reason, certain explanations and suggestions
are given.

L. The law applizs only to persong commitied to the
guardianship of the State Board of Control as feebleminded in bthe same
manner that all such commiitments arc made. After sterilization, the person
remaing a ward of the Board of Contrel, and the responuibilisy for supcrvi-
sion and assistance in adjustment resta upon the Board of Control, its agents,
or so-operating agencies,

2. No person who has any official conncction with the
Board of Control should fake any part in making plans or discussing plansg
for an operation except for a person who is committee =8 feebleminded or to
be commitbed and to enter the institution for the operution as provided by
law, (At times reputable physicians have performed operations for uncomitbed
persons, but, if this is done, the Board of Control or its represcntatives
must not take part in discussion or in inlitiating discussion, a2 this would
likely be interpreted as an official act, and the doard of Control must never
gxcecd powers given by law).

5. The Bourd of Control will never muke 4 bargain with
any persen that, if sterilization is agrecd to, such and such a plan will be
mzde. Therefore, no person speaking for the Board can do $his. On the cther
hend, the policy of the Beard is that every purscn who can be out of the
institution should be out and oftcn plang can b made more easily ond satis-
factorily if sterilized. Thiz cuh always be stated and definite plans that
are considercd can be outlined. Bowever, there is always the posslbility
that conditions muy change, necessitating & different plan and, therefore,
the policy and propoged plan should be prescnted rather bhan a definite
barguain mace.

4, The ususl policy of the Board of Control is &6 accept
the recommenuation of the loecal Child Welfare Bowsrd or county officials yhen
parole is recommendsd. This refers to persons who bhave becn institution-
alized, and an effort is beding ande te get ss muny of thesc «s possible out
of the institution. '

5. Ordinurily cnily women betwcen cighteen und forty
inelusive are approved for operations for the purpose of steriliizetion,
Exceptions are made, however, at the upper limit for airried women who are
still giving birth to children and at the lower limib wherce girls are well
developed physicully and conditions indicate this might be wise for social
reasons. In either case, before consents are toekon, the situvation should
be presented te the Board of Conbrol in erder that definite spproval may be
given, Therc is no upper Limid vor moen and che Jower limit is approximatcly
the samc as for girle,


CARRn.NO

Page &

6. & person recently committed as feeblominded and
permitted to go to the institution for an operation following consents to
sterilization must be removed from the institution at the end of the time
necessary for that person 4o remain from o physical standpoint (this is

six weeks following the operation for a woman and approximately ten days

or two weeks for a man) unieas, due to scme unusual circumstances, definite
arrangcilents are made for the person to remain a somewhat longer period.
This, however, is not usually pessible nor advisable, Ordinarily persons
going to the institution for mn operation mst be taken and returned at
county cxpensc, and this entrance does not econstitube definite institutional
entrance for which the Beard of Control may issue an order to the sheriff.
It 48 a spuciual entrance and is usually arranged by countics by agrsement
with the ceowenissioners or town boards on the basis of poor relief or hospita-
lization. CQure wut the rate of §40.00 per yeuar for the time in the institu-
tion must be paid by the relatives or by the county.

7. If' the person entering the institution is a narried
person with a family, the Child ¥elfare Board or locsl community should
have a definite and satisfactory plan made for the cars of the children \
while the person is avay from hone., It is well to have this in mind beforc
discussging sterilizaticn, as feebluninded parents cennct be expected bo make
satisfactory plansg for the fauily when one member is token away. If the
5 husband and wife arc both committed as fecbleminded, the conscnt of the
i nearest relativc of the one considerea for an operaticn must bo tsken in
addition to that of the spouse since legally neither che is in a position
Lo give such consent., In & situution such as this, it is gunerally best
to talk with the family before tuking up the matter with the individuals.

In nany cases, 1t is bust Lo have the consent of the reiative and plans
quite well worked out before mentioning it to the individuals thenselves,

8. The law.concerning sterilization and the advisability
of sterilization for a person who oppears to be feebleminded but who has
not been comnitted may be discussed with the family. Consentz, however,
cannot be taken until after the coiumitacmmt is made.

9., Tamilies and individuais can be told that steriliza-~
tion will not interfere with the nernal processes of nature, including
marital relations, but only prevent conception following interccursc.

10, The surgeen in opsrating upon women bokes time to
vxapine the appondix, and, if this appcars to be in any ubncrm:l conaition,
removes it, thereby in some cases improving later hesaith., (The steriliza-
tion operation for wonen -- o tubsctony -- necessitzates un abdominal incisicn
since the Ioioopian bubes arc cub and eabedded. The operation for nen —-

2 vasectoay -- does nol necoseitate an abdsivinal incision sincc it only
consists in cutting the cord). Ten years ago, statistics fer the type of
cperation nou parformed upon women in simnesofa indic.tec from one te two
per cent of failures (that is, conception following inturcourse) could be
looked for. For operaticns perforaced in winnesota prior to 13%L, there
were several fuilures, averaging a 1ittlc more than one osut of every hunarcd
operatisns. There have been no feilurcs in cperations performed since
January 1932 und at this time the technic of the surguon wes changed so that
it seeizs iuprobable there will be further failures.
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1l. The Board of Control does not wish pressure brought
to bear on any person to consent te sterilization if i1t is felt by the
pergon legally responsible for consent thut it i3 wrong. It is, of course,
however, a fact that some times the Board of Control will consent to letb,
or leasve, a perscn out of the institution wher: the birth of a child may not
be the result should intercourse teke place, when it would seen that othervise
protection in an institution is necessary.

12, .At the prcsent time, Drs. Hernan und Fitel of

Minneapolis are authorized by the Board of Control to perform the operations
at the School for Fuebleminded, Operaticns are being porformed several in
a day at intervals usually of thrce woeks. A group sufficient for two days
of operabing is approved ab one time, and those enteriang the institution to
be considercd are given datcs of entrance from two to bhree weeks shead of
the first date of operation. Therefors, we count that & woman going in for
an operation will be in the instibtution from two to thruee nonths and a nmen
from one to twe wenths, Definite assertions, however, cannot be made as

_to the length of time, as oceasionully, after 2 person enters, some other

physical conaition is discovered which might cause delay in an ¢peration,
or an unusual amount of illness in the institution amy cause some delsy,
In general, however, the thrce weeks schedule is adhuored to and can be
planned for.>

: 1% AT THE PRHSERT Tlwbk, we plan for a group to enbur
the inshltutlon the latter part of Christmus week, the ¥7th, #8th ano Z9th,
with the-first operation probably on January the 18th, und thL next on

. Fobruary the 8th. The next group would cnter the institution about February

the 8th with operations three and six weeks from that dabe. This schedule
can be borne in mind in considering plans for persons to enter for operations.

STATE BOARD OF CONTROL

By  liildred Thomson



