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Dinner, 6:30 o’clock, Blanche L. La Du presiding.
Dean Kirchwey spoke on the subject "“The Criminal and Society.”
Adjourned,

Blanche L. La Da, Chairman State Board of Contrel: I regret thut we

have had to keep you waiting, but I think there has been g slight mis-

undersfanding with regard to the place and the time of this meeting. 1
pave sent word to the other building, as I presume $0Me of the speakers

are there.

The program this morning deal2 with the “Paths of the Handicapped.™
We arranged this program at the suggestion of the execytive board of
the Stale Conference of Social Work. At ome of the first meetings rela-
tive to the pregram for this vear, I asked them what they would like to
have us Eive gs our part of the program that might be interesting to the
members of the Stats Conference, and they suggested that we explain
just how the warde of the state get into state institutions; that is, whether
or not they get in by court commitment, and, if so, by what process they
are committed; or if by voluntary commitment, We are not going to
tell you how they are cared Tor, treated, and trained in the various in-
stitutions. In ghort, we are going to tell you how the wards of the state
get in and how they get put of the state Institutions. We have called the
whola subject "The Paths ot the Handicapped.”

We shall hoave to change the order oif our program somewhat.
feel sure that the superintendents who are to take part are going to bhe
here because lhey have npt notified me otherwise.

One of the features of (his program that [ think will be very interest-
ing to you i& the opportunity you will have to meet the superintendents
of onur state institutions, the otticial members of our tamily. We are very
glad to have them here to meet you this morning and te tell you about
their work.

Tam golng to introduce first Miss Elizabeth MeGregor, superintendent
of the Gillette State Hospital for Crippled Children., She is going to teil
us low an indigent crippled child of the state of Mlinnessta zets into the
Hosgpital for Crippled Children at Phalen Park, St. Pail.

Eliznbeth MceGregor, Superintendent, Gilleite State Hospital: In con-
sldering the path to Lhe Gilleite State Hospital for Crippled Children
located near Phglen Park, Saint Panl, we will first give the credentials
necessary tor anyone seeking admission through the first gate,

1. Age is from birth to majority.
2. The parents are rvesidents of Minnesota for one year.

3. The parents are too poor to provide for proper care and treat-
ment In & hospital.

4. The child has an orthopedie condition that can be helped by
hospital treatmesnt. '

With these conditions checked off, you will find the admission pro-
cedure probably the eaziest of any to the state institutipns. Mo court
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procedure iz necessary. The ouly difficulty there is is to find a bed avail-
able when vou get thera. .

If you are a parent and want youor child to enter, your first step is
to gee your family doctor and tell him your financial difficulty. He will
get you an application blank If it is an orthopedic case, and will All out
his part of it, which tells about the physical condition of the child. He
will give you the Parent’s Affidavit, which youn are to flll out completely
and tell all about your family and financial condition. TYou are to take
thiz to your clergyman who fills in the Clergyman’s Certificate and thereby
indicates your chureh affiliation,

When this is done, and both blanks are filled in completely, signed
properly, and the Parent’s Aifidavlt sworn to before a notary publie, they
are to be sent to the hospital whers the staff dectors will pasgs upon the
physical condition ¢f the patlent as given in the Physiclan’s Blank; and the
Farcent's Affidavit with the doctor's recommendation is sent to the SJtate
Board of Control, which approves or disapproves. The Btate Board of
Control netifies the parent, the family physician and the hospital of its
approval, or, if the application is denied, informs why it bhas bheen denied.

If the caze i8 an emergsncy needing to eome in at once, the family
physician or the parent notifles the superintendent, and arrangements will
be made to admit if it i at all possible. If it iz nof an emergency, the
parent znd the family doctor will be notified when there is a hed available.

Patients are to be brought in op Thursday morning at nine o'elochk.
The staff doctors are at the hospital {¢ examine new patients at that time
regalarly, and for this reason all routine admissions are made on Thurs-
day morning. The superintendent doez not admit patients, and it is
therefore necessary to come when the staff is there.

Approved applications are mecessary for ¢xamination  whether the
patient [s to remain or wishes treatment.

If ¥you are & legal guardian, you proceed in exactly the same way., If
vou are a social worker and wish to get a child into the hospital for treat-
ment, ¥ou proceed the game way frem the parent or legal guardian
through the family doctor or clinic or dispensary.

If & social worker hrings the child to the hospital, if it is at all pos-
gible, bring the mother or father with youn. It is necessary tor the parent
to sign permission for treatment and operation if operation is necessary.
If the parent does not come, this should be signed before the child is
brought, as we do not treat patients without signed permission.

After admission the child may stay as long as lhe needs hospital
treatment, He i3 then discharged by the doctor and the parents come for
him. They are given I[nstructions for home treatment, diet, rest, ex-
arcises, and the amount of work he should do, ard his school record fs
gent to hizs home scheool. The family doctor is written and pny infterested
organization Iz given the report of his case if they request it. He is told
when to report ggain, and to repert on any Thursday moraing if he 1s
having trouble. This i the ordinary form of exit. There are twe other
ways. One, the patient may die, which they seldom do, and the pareats
may rémove the patient at any time if they wish to.
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A few helpful hints are offerad. These may be considered signposts.

Do not bring a patient 1o the hospital wlio has been cxposed to eon-
tegicus Hizeases,

Wheneyer possible, bring the father and the mother.

Have the permission for treatment sigoed before brioging the patient,
if the parents cannot cotnld.

Come an Thurgday morning at nine w'clock.

Ruad vour applicalion blanks over before Taviog them muade ouwt and
after they are compieted Luforve sending to the hespital, 'The procedure
is w0 osimple that few oxcepl the parents gel the spplicztlon mane ounl right
the Arst time, Returns cuuse delay.

Jwemember that children are not admilted to attend schoa) if they do
ngt hweed treatment.

Patients are to repott back as dirceted for furiler glbaervation, and
if they are having trouble. ou any Thursday morning.

There is a fellow-up service on their educational and voecationdl wark
consisting mostly of advice.

The care of the Datienl is fres excepl e cxpensa of bringing him o
the hospital, taking him home when discharged, aud providiog his cloth-
ing while there. Wo wdmit no pay patients.

The are for admission g from dirth during minerity,

Tihe rime limit io the hospital is determined by need Ior treatment.

Mrs. L Du: I bow wish to intloduce Alc. G, 4, Meprill, superinten-
dent of the State Public School for Children, at Owatonni, Mr. Merrill
is #oing 1o tell you how the dependent and noglected ehildren of the state
get into hig gchool and how Lhey got oul. Mr, Mcerrill.

Galen A, Merrill, Superintendent, State Publi¢ School: While the
svstem of state care of children in Mionesota includes in its scope every
field of chiid-welfzre sevvice, the State Public Schoel at Owatonna js the
one and only iostitution for depeodent and weglected normal children
waintuined and administered by the statls.

The pame “State Pubiic School” was chosen to avold giving the ime
prission of an orphan asylum or raform school, It is & temporary home and
school and plaeing-oul agency through which the state cares for depend-
ent and neglécted normal children. The path lo its door leads through
the juvenile epurt which must legally determine that a child iz dependent
or nerlected and give him o passpert in ine form of an order of wdmission.

The {erm “depuendent c¢hild™ is defined by law, Sec, H5636, General
Stadates of Minnesola for 1483, as meaning o “child whe is illegitimate;
or whose parents, far zood cause, desire to be rvelieved of hiz cave and
cuslody; or who is wilhout 3 parent or lawful guardian able adequately
to provide for his support, treining and educetion, and is unable Lo main-
tain himself by Iawiul cmployment.”  The term “lneglocted <uld" is
defined ng meaninrg “a child who is abundoned by both parents, or, if one
pitkeni i=s dead, by the survivar, ot by hiz suardian: or who iz fouud living
witlh vicieus or dicrepuiable persons, oy whose home, by reasnh of im-
providence, neglect, cruclly, or depravily om the part of the parents,
guardian or other person in whoge care he may be, is aw unfit place for

soch child; or whose parcoty or guardian uegleet and refuse, when able
to do so, Lo provide medical, surgical or other remedial care necessary for
his lLealth or well-being: or who, being under the age of twelve years, s
found bepging, peddling or selling any articles or singing or playing any
mugical instrement upon e street, or giving any publle entertainment, or
who itccompanies or 13 gsed in aid of auy person so doiog.”

Sueh children who are under fifteen years of age, of sound mind and
free from disease, both boys and girls, may be wdmitied to the sehool upon
the order of a juvenile court adjudging them dependent or neslected,

Droccedings are begun by fhe filing of o petition for a court hoaring
in the coanty in which (ke child may be.  As the legality ol the cowmit-
ment depends upon the validity of the petition upon which the procceding

is imgtituted, it iz essential that the petition be sufficient, that it state

fact=s epnsfituting the child dependent o neslested.

In a ruling recently handed down Ly the distrier cowrt of Steele
county i habeas cornus proceedings insticutod by parents Lo secure the
retirn of children proviously committed Lo the schooel, the court held that
“Lhe juvoenile ¢ourt cblains jurisdiction over Lhe children and the subject
mutter irough the filing of the petition” and that "the pelilion must ba
gufficient aod must comply with all statutory requirementy.””

The statutory requirsmeants are fouidd in Soee. 8848, General Statukes
of Blinnesota for 19273, and are as follows: “Any reputahls berson
resident 7o {he county having knowledge of A child in £he county wlo ap-
pears to be dependent, neglected or delinguent and any agent of the state
bourd of control or the stwe department of lwbor and industries way file
with the judge or clerk of the court having jurisdietion in the wattor a
pelitinn in writing, sctting forth the fackz owi verified by affidavit. The
petition shall et forth the vame gund resideuvce of egeh parvent, if knewn,
and il Voth are deud or the residence unrknown, then the name anrd
residence of the legul gwardian, or if there Lo none, or it his residence
is unknown, then the name ond residence of somé near relative, if there
he one, and his residence is known., Tt shall be suffieient if the alfidavit
is upon information aud belief,”

The right 0f every child t¢ such vdacalion and tvaining as will fit
him for the duties af citizcoship, and that the obligation to zupnly such-
sducation and training rests in the first dustanee with the parents, are
recegnianmd,  Evidently rthe procedure prescribed is litcended o guard
agatusl the unnecessary separation of children fram parents or other
relilives who can Le Lelpod or reqguired o meer gizeh obligation,

While any reputalble person resident iu Lhe county muy file the peti-
tign, it is generally the county ehild welfare board or some reprosentative
of it 1hat Lakes the initialive in such procoedings.

Ii is only after parents have been [ound uafit or incapuble of mesting
their obligations as parents and by judicind approval and direction that
thew are relleved of such fuliss and the guacdianship of their ehildren
tranglorred to the siate. Tha procedurg ¢iiers ne inducement to parents
tn give up their children, bnt rather deters them from Jdeing so as it
annuls parental rights,  Novr does it work unnecessary hardship as a rule
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