
New Faces
New stoff members in South Sioux City:

SHERRY P, PEiEKAVITCH, ADC
Instructor. Sherry's interests away
from work inclUde singing,
SWimming, ceramics, spectator
sports, house plants and
gardening~

GLORIA BALDRIDGE, Residential
Assistant. Gloria plays the piano,
sews and works with house
plants in her spore time.
JOAN BANGFORD. Residential
Assistant. Among Joan's hobbies
are candle making, tennis and
redoing furniture,
CATHERINE McGEE, Secretory. In
her spore time, Catherine enjoys
reading, Explorers Club (career
oriented, including some
volunteer work With handicap­
ped), house plants and antique
hunting.

New stoff at Bloomfield:
FRANCES ANDERSON has been
employed as Training in living
Skills Instructor. Mrs. Anderson is
trom Wausa, Nebraska.

··'If it's. happening and you're not readrng
.aboutitinThelnformer; bean-informer.

..••. Send contributions. and story ideas: to
The Informer, Box 352, Wayne, NE68787 '

Ollie Rector, treasurer of Project II, and
chairperson of the first annual People
First of Nebraska Conference scheduled
for August 26-27 in Lincoln.

Ray always wanted his own family. Now,
he and his wife, Nancy Loomis, are the
parents of a year-old son, red-haired
Billy Joe.
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Roy toomis., chairman of Project. consumer groups should make every
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Everyone wants to be knOwn as. a'
person, reCognized as a human being, but

,<"~ entire: segments of our population are not
known as people fll'St, they are known by
the labels that others have-put on"them ~

.' mentally retarded, epileptic,.: spastic, and
other similar terms. ' '. .• .

A: human being is a person,' not' a
disability; and an. organization' of,people
known as. Project n are working hard:.to
make sure that persons. with a handicap are,
known as', "People First.';' ~

Project n recently visited the eight·
area pr~ams of the Region IV Office of
Developmental Disabilities" talking to

.. clients. about self-advoeacy~, "and',_ en­
couraging them to attend a 'tPeople First"
conference scheduled for-August 26 - 'nat
the Kellog Center in •Lincoln;

I
'Ray Loomis, chairman at the Project'

U, got the idea to start a rap group- in-
,Omaha two and a half years ago. He ~d
organized by-monthly get-togethers for
persons with handicaps'in Lincoln, Where'
he first· lived "after his release from.

,Beatrice. By the time he left to move to
O~a~ the group had groWn to· about 125.
The_ first rap session in Omaha-drew only

,three persons, but thewoI.:d sprea!i ind the·

. ,

groUpiioW" has 30 to, 40 regulars, and' a
current membership of more than 200.

,Project U meets for.social reasons and
recreation, like dancing, bowling, and
camping, but they have a mor.e serious
~ as well - to help handicapped
people help tllemselves. While self­
advocacy was possible in the civil rights
and women's liberation movements, it was

, assumed that persons with mental retar­
dation werenJt capable of effectively
communicating' their needs. Project U is

\ changing that belief~ The grllUP discusses
living problems lUte findiDg jobs and
maintaining their., apartments, but also
addresses· issues such' as rights, how and

, -'when _to;speak out, solving problems and
. working\ as a team- _
\. j - .
. . Anyone'. Wishing further information

about Project II should write Ra)':.l.oomis,
Project II Chairman, c/o Greater Omaha

'Association' (or Retarded Citizens, 3212
. Dodge, Omaha, Nebraska 68131, or call '

Steven Kess, Director,'Region IV Services,
SOuth Sioux City, 494-2018.' .

",.n is yet another step in dealing with a
segMent 'of our society who were once
m0re-or-Iess forgotten.


