
Robert Perske
Executive Director
Greater 0rnaha Assoctatlon for

Retarded Children
608 Barker Butldlng
Ornaha, Nebraska 68t02

. 
THE POWERFUT PROCESS OF NORMALIZATION

WITH THE
MENTALLY RETARDEDC PAST AND FUTURE

by

RoberL Perske

' l T h e p r i n i c p l . e o f n o r m a l i z a t i o n s l r a l l b e d e f i n e d a s

the use of means that are as eultural ly normative as

possible to el ic i t  and maintaia behavior that is as

cultural1y normative as possible, taklng into account

loca1 and subcu l tu ra l  d i f fe rences . i t
(S tandards  For  Res ldent iaL  Fac i l i t ies

For  The Menta l l . y  Retarded 1 .1 ,1 '  1 .  )

' lhat seems Like a statemen! some egghead would make' A1I the
words are l rrrn.r , t l r run and UsUa1, But theSe WordS, StaCked tagether the
way they are, could force us a!"1 to make a social  somersault '  They
could catapult  us lnto a whol-e new age of tolerat ion among Godts
lruman family who l ive on the face of this earth! I t ts l ike what
that man Einsteln did" He toolc three simpl-e componentsS energyt
mass, and the speed of l ight.  He stacked them together in a mosL
creative way and all of us have been catapulted into the nuclear
age, Normal izat ion could be 1i .ke lhat.

This is a cr i l ical  t ime in history, As we star id at this point,
in t lme, with the new prLuciple of normal izat ionin our handsr we
need to look back and we need to look forward. First ,  Letts look
back to see how we came to develop the pr inciple. Theno Letfs look
forward and prediet what this pr inciple can do for the associat ions
who are advocates for the mentally retarded.

The bistory is"gr imwhen i t  cones t ,r  teLl ing how peopLe saw Lhe
mentally retarded. It has been documented that they have been seen
in at least nine di f ferent waysr They have been seea ass

subhuman organisms
obJec ts  o f  p l ty
obJects of chari ty
ob jec ts  o f  r id icu le
u:rspeakable objects of dread
holy innocents
eternaL chiLdren
s ick  peop le
a menace to society.
(?he parents wete seen in some weird ways, too.)
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A11 of these ways in whlch people saw the mentally retarded persons

tended to develop attitudes toward them, and structures around

themn that bellttteO them aad made them less than humaa.

By 1950, a group of parents of the mefltally retarded banded to-

glth.r because they didntt know what else to do. They were at their

iitts end. They hid received many 'rmixed signaLsrr abouL what to do

wlth their retarded chlld. They became fed up with the way society

and professionals in the soclety had been vtewing and treatlng their

retarded sons and daughters. so, they forned the NARC movementr an

inteose but respeetfui  backlash mover1ent agalnst doctors, psychiatr istst

neighbors, teactrersr Policemen, clergynenr and soclety in general'

ftru'turPuJ""gg they caused when they net together continues to thls

very Eayf and has increaeed ln lts intensity'

By 1964, this stirrlng had opened their eyes so that they could

sle a new pr inclple, get their  hands on i t  and use l t  in a most

powerful *lor,ur.- It was the prinicp.l-e of hgar,?a diently. It began

when the mano David Vai l ,  held a ser ies of workshops in var lous

instltutions wlthin the state of Minnesota, in which he attempted

to sharply define all the thlngs that bellttled prtsoners, inuatest
pat,f"ents and residentsr making them to be less than human' At a

clinacttc polnto he let everyooe in the workshops give slmple
descriptLons of dehumanization ln Chelr own words. llere are only

a few from that longer List:

f tDehumanizat ion ts, .  . t t
Taking everythLng from the patient on arrlval

(such as a rlng with sentiment).
Being brought to the hospital handcuffed to a

sherr i f f  or pol lcemano
Toeiag the Line for someoners convenience.
Havlng a haircut Like the rest of the bunch.
Not belng able to go tfTrick or Treatingrf on Halloween.
Not haviug clothes that are becomiog.
Tai lor ing clothes with safety pins"
Patlents being transferred to another institution

wlthout knowlng why, wherer or when.
No space for pr ivacy.
An extraction with no dentures.
Not beiag able to have a elgarette when you awaken

at  3 :00  a .m.

But the man, David Vail, helped people to make another llst that he

entitled rrHuman DignitYil.

rrHuman Dlgntty is. , . rr

Select lng oners own cloth!-og and sccessories'
Belng able to have a cool drink without having

to ask for i t "
Havlng your own dresser for your own Personal be-

longings, even one dravter.
Having clothes Lo wear that are becomlng'
A penny in the Pocket.
v l h e n o n e w h o l s l l l l s t r e a t e d l i k e a p a t ' l e n t a n d
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,':l i, ll:" "' n:il ::l :: .l".n""llll'f ' u.ao*',,a
dec ls ion , . .as  h is  cond i t ion  a l lows '

Being al lowed to be Yourself '
Betnf, appreclated for what one is worth'

Havtig iunas to pay for eyeglass repalr and false

teeth.
(These are only a few of the longer list')

A l l t h t s w a s p u b l i s h e d i n a b o o k a i m e d f o r c h a n g i n g t h e a t t i t u d e s
o f S g o f g s s l o n a l s i o a l l k i a d s o f l n s t i t u t i o n s a n d p r i s o n s . D u r l n g
that per iod, mos't ; t ; ; ; t ; ; "ur" i t t  such places werert  even arcare of

the lists. But the uncenny thing was that Parents of the retarded

saw the lists and they began to make up their orrrn'

Work with the human dignity principle tended to open th: 
"I::-:f

parents of the t"lt'a"6 to- another princlple; f+i 9:Y:l:!T"i:"t
g4egiplg' Now they were free- Lo see the mentally retaroeo as

<teveloping t,r*"n b"i"g" like all of us are developlng humaa beings'

Lt seemed to come as f,uite a thrill to parents, that as evety person

has his own developneoral to"A*ul-and rate of growth..l"l 1: liff"t""'
from everybody else, so the nentally retarded have thelrs ss well'

This deveiopmlntal model came llke a breath of fresh alr to manyt

because it allowed urr..yooe to iiv", expefience and achleve, accord-

ing to his own roadmap and rate of irowit to the best of hls abillty'

By 1968, the human dignity princlpLe and the developmencal nodel

further opened the eyes of ptt"itl--t.ta certain professionals who now

were in a resonance wlth them--to a strange new L!:'t 
9!r}!:m?l*:+io'n

rhar was passed in Sweden. the iirst detii1ed eifii iffiEion appeared

as eight, Poetic Planksl

A norrnal rhyth of -qgl meant that normal eat'lng' sleepingt

f f iahuman r igh t . .  -  _a^ ;
A-nolroul routlne ol-!1!9 meant tf,at the retarded shouLd

move as much as ?ffit able through the community to

school, recreatloa, and work' -
A normal rhv-tlgr of. vegJ :!:"::-:ne 

wav

holidays ano seaEffinges instead of

drum day-after-day existence' - .-

to enjoYment of

a regular, hum-

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

7 .

Normal developmentaL iences of the- life I !-e- gave

ffit to i familY-l atmosPhere y wete

ili,lr"liu';:";.;; lt"-i"'i.i a"o.i"pmental experiences or

youth, aduLthood and old age' -

:'1fl"n::.:retardedrotect ion"

l;" :";:'iH..= ;;"'; ;;- ; ; ;akrng thel:. ::?^::li itlli ;
iil."=ll*ni=I"= t i"c,;,ii g"t? r +t-lfiwea horv rierce Lv sertous
the Swedes wef,e TffiiGffig the retarded to n"tl".lTl 

^,,.,
$"il;:" H;; ;-";;;;-pE'"o" could have 'ln thelr curture'

.  l -  L - - ^ d ^  6  f i a t r t

The r ieht to l ive' .  wor i"-tott"i l"--{""*"4 "ol*l8 .
ne for thelr soc [ilmeant tnat
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be given a chance to make a good life in the con'munity in-

stead of being put away in isolated groups of bui ldings

with acres of beds ir l  one roca and acles of tables in

another,  and a regimented existence in between"

And so, the st i rr ing that began in 1950 l"ed to the human dignity

movementi  which led to seeing the retarded as developmental .  Thatn

in  tu rn ,  made us  a le r t  to  Sweden ls  law.  A l l  these pr inc ip les ,seem

to funct ion l ike a fuse moving toward unleashing the catapult ing

polrer of the Americanized version of the Normal i-zat ion Prlnciple

as we know it today.

Now, with the Normal izat ion Principle within our grasP, rvhat- ean

we in the ARC movement expect. in the future? Allow me to make some

pred ic t ions :

1 .  l r re  r l i l l  l , ta r t  Some F igh ts .
(Orr.  rom the Land of i loLfensbergert

Meno lasc ino  and c la rk  wou ld  say  someth ing  L ike  th is ! )  But r  th is

f igh t  i s  no t  one o f  bL ind  rage.  I t  i s  no t  send lng  a imless  bar rages

into a smokescreen. I t  is a f ight wlLh eyes that are now wide open

and focused. I t  ls a f ight Uasea on so]. id pr lnciples and Lews t 'hat

atre on the books of our land. Normal iaat ion has helped us to see

so many things that heretofore h7e r^7ere unable to seeo

iJi thtn the past year,  i t  has been clear ly documented that many

rights guaranteea Uy the Const i tut lon of the United StaLes have been

den led  the  menta l l y  re ta rded.  In  some cases ,  the  f i rs t ,  four th t
f i f th,  s ixth, eighth, ninLh, thir teenth, and fourteenth amendments r

have been <ierr ied United State6 ci t iaens, human beings who happen
to be mental l .y retarded. Normal izat ion has heLped us to see that
many human and legal right.s have been heretofore denied mentally
retarded persons who could have enjoyed them. I f  the parents of
the retarded, the volunteer ci t izens, and the votunteer professionals
in the ARC movement dontt  f tght for these r ights who wi l l? I  Sot
with what normal izat ion has helped us to see, we wi l l  start  some f lghts.

2, lJe, I , I iJf  .See Throu*Tne facade of .Certai  .
rn tn@Kingrl* ; ;  Clothes, we taugh when we read

about the tai lorts conspiracy to convLnce the king and the whole
town Lhat the kingts neI4I cloLhes r^rere the most beautifule most
wonderful duds that a monarch ever had. ;\nd it wouLd have been
pul led off  i f  only one t i t t le kid watching the parade hadnrt  blown
i t  by  shout ing  r rHers  naked! r r

inle are intrigued when we read how Catherine the Great in the
late 1700ts bui l t  a grandiose governmental  camouflage around the
terr ibLe condit ions of suffer ing and is loat ion r ' rhich she dealt  to
peasants of Russia. And al . l  those who dared to see through the
camouflage and wri te about i t ,  were banished to Siberia.

1'/e neigher laugh, nor are we intrigued wben we read how people
in the town of Dachau rtpLayed dumbrt and trremained ignorantrr to
what was going on in lhe concentrat,ion camp on the very outskirts
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t l

of their  towna

rnal izat ion is
But now, what wi l l  we do i f  t 'he pr lnciple of 

.nor
understood bnd i t  helps us to se! the cr ippl- tng'  warping'  l ln i t lng

things that,  l iv ing i t t 'certaia lnst l tut lot t"- . , t t  do to once deveLop-

lng human life? ,jtrat wttt we do if we can no longer be impressed

by the t i t les 
"rra 

a"trees,of -certain 
department heads, their  noble

fatherly and rnaternai at . t i tudes, their  publ ic relat ions stabementse

the elaborate facades that some cf them buil-d? l'Ihat will we do

when outr uno"rstrrrding of normalization helps us Lo see clearl-y and

def lni tely what f ,  aciuat ly going on in the watds--and especial ly

the baek wards? I t  wonrf  be eas! to laugh i t  of f ,  be intr lgued

by i t ,  or to clairn lgnorance.

Learnlng can be a frightening thing' tr'trhen-one learns a new

concept, it can be painful and ptoiuct anxiety' It can demand nernr

act lons and respon"ibi l i t iu".  i t  
""o 

force one to slap the f l 'anks

of many inst i tut ional I tsacred cowsrt .  Learning about normal izat ion ls

Like that.  For example, anyone rto 'has read, learned from, and taken

seriously NARc's Solicv staiglnenf9.o?.RPsi4eeliql Qare' : i l l^?:*t"
to see some painful  things tneyff i fT t ,eretofoiJ see. tr iormal izat ion

ean help one see through the facades of certatrn inst i tut ional syst€f is '

3. rie ;Ii1.1 lea-rn ssme-Nerrz Thlneglb?Yt l9gggllgl'.--
After learning tt, it wil' l becorne

increaslngly hard to merely accePt the forever closing doors of the

cl .assroom on mental ty retarded plrsons. ExpuLsion because a retarded

person wit l  never do reading, r i i t i . tg and ar i thmet ' ico or because

he is non-ambulatory, non-toi let  t rained, non-discipl inable'  or

t ,non-feasible" (whatever that means) wiLi  not be as easi ly accepted'

l.ny child who has his own roadmap of growth, his own raLe of growtht

and the 66d-given right to achieve itl has itre right to be placed

in an educat ional prJcess that wi l l  he1p hirn to develop to the best

of his ability and to live as normal 
" 

tif" as 1re possibly can' Any

force, governmental  or otherwisee that seeks to set l imits on such

a vi tal-  human development,  or to deny i t ,  wi l l  now be seen as a

prejudlcial ,  bel i t t l . ing and dehumanizing fotce"

one who reads, learns from, and tak'os ser iously n' ' -R!rs Pol is:y,

s tatements gg the Educa-tiol=-9l the=l1.er-r.F-a.11{-ReFarded cannot help

buL ger eaughr up in something so TGrffi genulnely futuristic,

that when one at iempts to tel1 others about i t ,  people at f i rst

w i l l  Lh ink  he t "  goo.  o f f  the  deep end"  I t t s  noL easy  to  te l l

educators c

That severeLy and profoundly retarded persons are subjects

for educat ion;
That compulsory educat ion means just that;

That educat ion for the retarded should be the respoosibi l i ty

of the state educat ional agencY;
That disrupt ive behavior could be the fauLt of the teacher;

That maximum possible integrat ion should take place between

the mental ly retarded students and so-cal led normal

s tudents ;
That specif ic achievement outeomes shou ld  be  sPe l l 'ed  ou t ;
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And that publ ic educat ional serviaes

ment ; l l y  re ta rded a t  age 2 :

These are only a few of NARCts pol icy

rt ,ut  , ror*al izat ion does'  I t  forces us

about educat ionr

1;^ " 
to eclucatr:":- Tl:The PennsYlvanla

illoli]"iil:1;;g;i-io' the right. Eo treat$lltl^-tT?.T;:"::"""
U::T:";ii=t"'"?i'.'i*ni io-"I' h?l:-:?-:'::-t:;.t:*l: l:::ffi ,il:-ninl"il' ll:J;il; ;:"'j" ;":iinil"e r::. ::..^,1 l?n:":?"1':":"
i l::il: '1i;:.J';'i l;i::;""i-t-r"u*". orher cases wirl sprins up'

-  -  ^  G i  - l e * i  n o  f  n r  t h e

:1":::.o:'!]n::.il1;;; ;;";; ;ilt b' ^ "o"" 
righting ror the

- . - i  # '  o a r f  i n o -  T h e r

::.:::J"rfff i ;: r ighr ro l ive io u 
"o*unity 

setting' rhere mav
- ^  - ^ - * ^ ' l  4 o a t i a r t -  E a c h:;::';:""nllll"'i*;;?;; ;;'-;;;'ler" :: :"1T11:'illll:",:';le v e n  b e  a  C a s e  r a g r r L r u 6  ! v !  " e  C a s e s . c a n  b U l l d

case seems to be sett ing a precendent that other
- J  1  a a r n i n o  t O

f:" il:il..;]""iu" brought tremendous reaching and learning to

shouLd start  with the

statementsr But thatrs

to leatn some new things

society in general .

But,  one ean learn that when the ARC wins a case" LhaL doesnlt

end i t  a l l .  The oppos i t ion  doesnt t  ro11 o t " t  n t i  p lay  dead '^  The

f ight for funds to ' tack up the courL rul ing must cont inue'  Sot

the batt le goes oo. But the t* ' ; i ;  t t t i "e- i"  that members of ARC!s

are  ge t t ing  over  the i r  se l f -consc io is  j i t i e rs  about  r t tak ing

somet.hing to .orr t i i i '  They are beginning t :  u:n that courts are

there  fo r  th is  PurPose;  tha t  i t  i "  the  judgets  r igh t fu l  du ty  to

s i t o n t h e b e n c h r t o l i s t e n t o a L l t h e f a c t s a n c i m a k e a n h o n e s t
Judgment;  I i r  short ,  the ARCrs are beginning Lo bel ieve in the

court systems and to use the 
"o"tl" 

i! a noimar fia-utaL way

of  democra t ic  l i fe ,  The ARC!s  sure ly  ought . to  be l ieve  in  the

cour ts  o f  cur  land .  They  haven l t  los t  a  ma jor  case.  But  tha t rs

what learning about ,rot** l izaEion doeso Because of i t r  the courts

are becoming a famil iar Place.

5. Publ ic .Att i tudinql-  Chan-geJo+igrd Ttrg-B":ataSa I4T.Ttki : l l rc '

ARC,s are becomr=ff i f f id in meie publ ic relat ions.

They are seeing t ie need for publ ic att i tudinal changeo I ' l i th what

they know now, they are more prone to raise hcly hel-L when false

informaLion is giv ln verbal ly l  in pr int t  or on-radio and television

about the menlal ly retarded' o"u ai" t  joctey in our town learned

this fact af ter making bel i t t . l ing stateirents about rrregardsft  in

his in-between-the-record banter] Another normally warn and

gentle man in our town has become violently angry by statements

a b o u t r e t a r d a t i o n i n b a s i c h i g h s c h o o l p s y c h o l o g y t e x t s " . C o m m i t t e e s
are being formed that wi l l  monitor statements about retardat ion in

ne$?spapers, radio and T.V. They wit l  responcl f i rmly and honest ly

to negat ive sLatenenLs. f i rey wit f  ru"pottd warmly and graciously

when helPful  statements are made'

Make no mistake, this publ ic att i tucl inal  change wi l l  not come

easi ly.  Wetve i .oo* t i re comfort  of  talk ing about mental  tetatdat ion

on rad io  and T .Vo That rs  t rn ice t t '  I t t s  acceptabLe '  l ' l hen  the  ARC!s

start knocking on doors attempting to get approl'al for a community

ser ' ice agency to purchase a home"for i ix 
"*a11 

mental ly retarded

c h i l d r e n i n a c e r t a i n b l o c k r t h e y w i l l f a c e m a n y h o m e o w n e r s w h o
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would be thr i l led to have the home on their  block'  Buto they

wi l l  face a few who wi l l  exhibi t  naked prejudice and host i l i ty '

However, with what one can know about mlttur retardatl-on at Lhis

point,  in t ime, t iu"u S glujudiced ones tro longer seern so fearful '

One can see them u" aEullenge' One can now see their attitudes

;;-";;y sick and very much in need of a healthy change'

Mueh of this has come about because of what the normalizing

principle has helped us to see'  In fact '  some l iRCts are feel ing

a stronger urge lo t"u"t ,  normal izat ion to mayors, county commissioners'

governorsr senators, professionals '  c lergymen' nei 'ghbors and fr iends'

I f  we real ly beLieve th"t  t t t "  pr incipLe ol  norrnal izaLion teaches

us, publ ic att i tudinal change toward the retarclecl  wi l l  take place'

6. communitv Deli.Yefy-Svg}ems !i11. lp-rilrg 9P "
l{e are learning that f.ife in an-IiffiTiot is at best an artificaiL

l i f e . I t i s n o r m a l t o l i v e l . ' , t r ' " c o m m u n i t ' y i n a s m u c h a s p o s s i b l e .
And one never learns to l ive i . , - l iu-communi iy by f iv ing at Endsvi l le '

an institution a hundred miles away' One learns to live in a

parLicular community by f iving in tt'at community" He learns

to live on that block that hhs il 'ofiTo"ses' :1rl}l1:n::p1:;^ ;^"
the grumpy man two doors down, Tfrfri"e lady next doorn the cog

that bi tes, the dog that doesntt ,  the peoplg who Laugh at him'

and his fr iends, t te people who donr t '  HL learns to f ind his way

to  tha t  s to re ,  across  }ba t ,sLree to  and to  puL mai l  in  th? t  na i i -box

on the corner '  ge knot lhe da"ger of gett ing lost '  He learns

to live in i '/est Omaha by f-iving In hiest Omaha"- If he moves to

Ncrth omaha, he learns to live in North ornaha by living there'

A mental ly retarded person, whether mi ldly or profoundly retarded'

has the r ight to l iv l  as much in his own conrnunity as he possibly

can, even i f  the retarded chi lc l ts famlly- l ike atmosphere is carr ied

out in a home where professional parents are trained to meet his

special  needs. For this reaso,, ,  ih"tn is the grcwing need for

community del ivery systems that l rv i l l  help a retarded perscn to

rrmake i t i l  in his own community inasmuch as he possibly-can'  As

soc ie ty  sees  th is ,  deve lopmenta l  cen ters ,  pub l - i c  schoo l  c lasses '

vocat ional services, smal l  group resident i l l  hotouu for al l  levels

of funct ioning, gui i lance seivices and advocacy sysLems wi l l  come

al ive .

That ts  what  the  normal iza t ion  pr inc ip le  has  he lped us  to  see '  I f

one can reaIIy beLieve what noimal iz l t ion teaches'  community

del ivery systems wi l l  sPring uP.

7. The Role and Fuqcrion o!-tirS-@"
: : : ; ' ta to human dignitY movenents eThe turbulent beginnings whicn

which led to the developmental  pr inciple,  which lecl  to nc'rmal izat ion'

now wi l l  force the ARC b to make some radical  shi f ts '

They wi l l  become thorough-going volunteer advocacy operat ions"

programs of advocacy wi l l  be inst i tutecl  on many levels.  For example:

There wi l l  be Pi lot  Parents--veteran parents r .sho wi l l  be volunteer

advocates to newly ic lent i f ied parents of retarded chi ldren. There

wi l l  be ci t izen aivocates-- indivi<lua1 ci t izens who wi l l  be screened,

L r a i n e d a n d h e l p e d t o d e v e l . o p a c l o s e s u p p o r t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h a
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Ueing such thorougn-go1ng

individual and group advocates, the ro le aud functlon of the l iRC
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r e t a r d e d p e r s o n w h o i s t r y i n g t o m a k e i t i n t h e c o m m u n i t y ' T h e r e
wi l l  be consumer and group advocates who wi l l -  not rest unt i l  they

have pressured or insi ir"b th"it  governmen:-t:- l : :"11t-:: , : t l

ff i ;di;;""".rr-" ;";:;;;;"0- p.r"I ' , needs in order to have the
^ - -  - - J  1 l  - ^ - i  + ^

;; i ff i ;" i i i" 'p"rrible in rhe conrnuniry. Then thev wil l moniror
,  D ^  l  ^  ^ l ' , ^ ^ l i  n n
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wi l l  change.

Conc lus lon
Ctiff irh our knowledge of rhe normalization principle,_ what

c a n o n e e x p e c t l n t h e A R C m o v e m e n t o f t h e f u t u r e ? l ' I e w i l l s t a r t
s o m e f i g h t s . W e w i l l s e e t h r o u g h t h e f a c a d e o f c e r t a i n i n s t i t u L i o n a l
systems. rale wi l l  learn new things about-educat ion'  The courtroom

wi l l  be  a  fami l ia r -p i " "u .  Pub l i l  a t t i tud ina l  ehange tcward  the

re tarded w i l l  take  p lace .  conmuni ty  de l i v?rY-  sys tems w i l l  spr ing  up '

The role and funct ion of the local ARC wi lL change'

Therers more. Feel f ree to add your ownt or make your own l ist

o f  p red ic t ions .

Many parents  o f  the  menLa l ly  re ta rded,  in te res ted  c iE izees '  and

vo lun teer  p ro fess iona l .s  who hord  membersh ip  in  a  loca l  assoc ia t ion

for the retarded seem to have a vis ion of care, t reatment and

at t i tudes  toward  the  re ta rded tha t  i s  sorne th ing  grea t91 ,  *? t " ,e f f i c ien t '

more healthy, more huntan, ntore inexpensive !"?"t /benet i t  
wlse/ t

and more  d ign i f ie -d  than many go ' t " t " i t " t ' t  o f f i c ia ls ,  p ro fess iona ls '

c iLizens and neighbors ever dreamed.

The pr inc ip le  o f  normal iza t ion  has  he lped one-  to  see th is  v is ion '

i { i th i t ,  the mental ly retarded can be given the chance to l ive as

normal a l i fe as they possibly can. Limits fal l  away and they can

know the thr i l l  of  dlveloping to the best of  their  abi l i ty"

Dehumanizat ion diminishes and they are acceptecl  and loved as fel low

human beings. Sick myths about t i re mental ly retarded are crashed;

then soc ie ty ,  sens ing  th is  deve lopment ,  i s  more  prone to  open- i ts

hear t .  A  new to le ra t i .on  can be  a th ieved.  I t  i s  qu i te  poss ib le

tha t  the  app l ica t ion  o f  the  normal iza t ion  pr inc ip le  cou ld  ca tapu l t

us into a new age of tolerat ion amorlg Goclrs human farni ly on the

face  o f  th is  ear th l


