"We now have what may be
called a 6-hour retarded child
--retarded from 9 to 3, five
days a week, solely on the
basis of an IQ score, without
regard to his adaptive behavior,
which may be exceptionally
adaptive to the situation and
community in which he lives."
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The quotes used throughout are
drawn from statements made by participants.

The position papers, quoted widely
in this report, are published in their
entirety in a separate publication
which also includes the keynote
speech of Commissioner of Education James E. Allen, and a fact sheet
prepared by the Bureau of Education
for the Handicapped. Copies are
available without charge from The
President's Committee on Mental
Retardation, Washington, D.C. 20201.

In this time of radical change,
when the whole structure of our society is being critically appraised, a
conference to examine the problems
of children in the inner-city schools
is of the highest importance.
The public school system—in itself one of the most radical ideas in
human history—is undeniably the
most potent agent for social change
in our nation.
Either we shape it into a constructive force to rebuild our society on
firmer foundations, or we fall victim—all of us—to the destructive
forces unleashed by our failure to
grasp the urgency of the voice of
the people now heard in the land.
Change is inescapable. The decisions lie in how we change and
what we change.
This conference points to ways
and means to effect change through
methods that are both idealistic and
at the same time eminently practical. The recommendations deal
with early childhood education, the
family, teaching, labeling, educational research, school responsibility,
and community participation. These,
precisely, are education's target
areas.
The conference generated a vitality and a driving sense of urgency
that I fervently hope will inspire
those with the responsibility to
translate these ideas into action.
We must now act so that we can
look these children in the eyes and
say with confidence the prophetic
words of Isaiah:
You shall raise up the foundations of
many generations; you shall be called the
repairer of the breach, the restorer of
streets to dwell in.

ROBERT H. FINCH
Chairman, PCMR
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The conference and its recommendations for constructive changes in education mark another step in a course of action by the President's Committee on Mental Retardation and the Bureau of Education for the Handicapped. It is the hope of the sponsors that the results will benefit all children.

Within the last decade there has been a mass migration to the large cities. Among the
"immigrants" are large numbers of low-income families from minority groups, whose children
often fall further behind with each school year. A large number of these children score low
enough on individual tests of intelligence to be classified as mentally retarded. They are
sometimes called functionally retarded to distinguish them from those who, presumably,
would have been retarded regardless of environment. The latter are sometimes called organically retarded even when there is no evidence of organic deficit.
The production of so many functionally retarded children by our society raises disturbing
questions: Do we need more Special Education that is designed for the retarded? Do we
need more of the same kind of education these children have been getting in the regular
classroom? What is the role of the schools in a society beset by racism, poverty, alienation,
and unrest? Are fundamental changes needed?
The overriding issue narrows down to one basic question: How do we improve the quality
of education—and the quality of life—in the inner city?
The apparent answer is, of course, the immediate appropriation of funds to enable
communities quickly to enhance their education programs. But the solution involves even
more than money, as the eloquent testimony of the participants will show in this document.
It was a concern for these problems that prompted the President's Committee on
Mental Retardation and the Office of Education's Bureau of Education for the Handicapped
to call a conference on "Problems of Education of Children in the Inner City."
Representatives of all levels of education, college presidents, teacher aides, heads of
departments of education, public school teachers, administrators, parents, psychologists,
sociologists, and Federal officials came together for three days to seek solutions.
"The educational system," said one educator at the conference, "must become relevant
to all sectors of the population and prepare children to cope effectively with a rapidly changing society. This is more than a challenge. It is an educational imperative."
The response to that imperative is presented on the following pages.

LEONARD W. MAYO
Conference Chairman

THE CONFERENCE

It did not begin as a comfortable
conference. It was not intended that
it should.
"This is a long way from the inner
city," said one participant Sunday
night, as he checked into his room
with a view of the foothills of the
Blue Ridge Mountains beyond Airlie Farm.
There were skeptics who feared
the conference would change nothing. There were others who feared
it would change too much.
Ph.D.'s, teachers, school administrators, Federal officials and inner
city citizens, Black, Brown (MexicanAmericans), White, from big and little cities across the country met and
smiled at one another politely while
each wondered if the other really
understood the problem.
There were anxieties about the
purpose of the conference. Was the
topic mental retardation or innercity children with serious educational problems? What is the relationship
of Special Education to regular education? Is this conference confined
to the problems of the black, urban
poor? Then what about MexicanAmericans, Puerto Ricans, American
Indians, and poverty-stricken white
children in Appalachia—or right in
those Blue Ridge Mountains?
In the beginning the 92 participants had but one common source
of reference: Position papers written by experts in their fields which
were sent out prior to the conference as springboards for discussion.
All had arrived infused with the
facts and philosophies offered by the
l

