
·PCl-rtn.ers 'in 
, , ' 

l'icyrnak'ing 
. estored~ur 
;\Lndependencef 





. r"'-. 
I 

~ ... d .............. •• ~ ......... 
N'Yy ..... ~ ...... I'o' ... ,y .......... ... 

.... ..... . 

, ~ 1 ~. ·b· .. ~~ ;\JtiI!!7I;-' e· 
~ &/&.- ~:~'II .... ';~ _~., 

.:~::'.,:. ;~~::~~ 
:.:..... ~~ ......... . 

", ... ~ ..... . ," .- ...... . 

....... :. 

" . ;:" 
........... , ..... 

:':": 
" ,,': ::.": 

Partners in Policyrnaking ...... " 
received the LOTUS Award fronz 
the· "Wonzen's Conznzit:tee of Spain 
Rehabilitation Center. This is a 
-most prestigious and conzpet:i1:ive 
a.UJard. 

Fro1n 1.994 Part:ners graduat:es: 

We protect the rights of the not so strong, 
to help thern out when a right has gon~ 
wrong. 

To 1rl:ake lives hur.t free as w~ can, is what 
we'll do for any wornan, child, or rnan. 
Our goal is sirnple, but it covers a very 
large ground, no one is forgotten, not for 
many roads around. 

So if you're ever turned down, we'lljight 
your cause until justice is found. 

Please give us a call and state your case; . 
. Partners will get on it, like running a 
race. 

', ..... :.;:. 

Darryl is 45 years old and lives 
in a small, rural, home wHh his 
parents. Rarely did he travel 
very far; he had no friends, 
no dreams, no visions, no 
opportunities. After Partners, . 
Darryl has begun to plan 
independent living options; 
investigate employment 
posSibilities and step out of his 
home and into his community 
with confidence! 
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We have had.the opportunity to 
perform with the Naumburg 
Orchestra at Lincoln Center in 
New York City, but the 
performance we're most proud 
of is our involvement in 
Partners in Policymaking. 
Partners has directly affected H 

our family's attitude toward and 
understanding of our son's 
abilities and capabilities. A long 
sought after l;ommunications 
breakthrough has occurred. The 
entire scope and mission of our 
lives have been. changed by the 
Partners experience. 

Afountain of information, an 
awareness that the rights of 
people with disabilities must be 
protected - this is what I learned. 

from Partners. This will all be 
possible when the public is also 
informed. 
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My daddy is disabled due to a 
stroke and I am the mother of a 
daughter·wlth a developmental 
dlsabllty and a san with a 
learning disability. Family 
Leadership Project provided the 
avenue to me to access 
progralll$ and to understan~ the 
laws. It Is a very worthwhile 
proJec;t fhat sh01lld continue! 
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C al-iforn-ia 

Partners has made me 
critically think about how 
I need to raise my son so 
that he will achieve 
independence and a 
richer, fuller life. 

Senate Bill 807 was passed· 
because of the persistence 
of a Partners graduate. 
This law allows students 

.: ... .::.; ...... ; . 

. to remain in school and 
graduate with their class 
even though they re,ach 

'.':'.:'.-4 .• · " '., 

age 22 years. .. 

I have been in an institutii/n"····,·:· ... 
for most of my life. I got" H··.··.<··. 

. myself a job at the local'" 
shopping mall. (He now 
works at one of his reg~lar 
Uhangout n stores) . .. 
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elnda-Rae has taken off! . 
She facilitated it meeting· with staff 
from Congressman George Miller's 
office addreSSing child care and 
respite issues; she also has b.een 
active in a piogram In· Solano County 
working with families who have 
young children with disabilities. 



I've surpri!$ed myseifin the skills I've 
increased ... I've met with a Senator and 
didn't feel powerless. 

. Partners has given me a sense of worth 
. and the inner strength to move ahead! 

Durante el curso de Colaboradores en 
Liderazgo,yo'cambie de una persona que 
no se sentfa c6moda alrededor de personas 
con desabil idades, a una persona que 
tienes muchas personas desabilitadas 
co-mQ a-migos~ 

(During Partners I changed from someone 
who was not com.fortable around people 
with disabilities to one who has -many 
people with disabilities as friends.) 

Since 1989, over 150 
graduat" have completed 
'Partners training and 
have returned to their 
communltl. to become 
more enectlve advocates 
for the_elves and their 
children. 
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As a trainee in the Partners 
program, I now have a fra-m.ework to 
help me make a difference for people' 
with disabilities. I testified at a Joint . . 

Finance Com-m.ittee meeting of the 
Delaware State Legislature, and I 
spoke as a parent of a young .child 
with a di~ability in support of 
continued funding. I was terrified 
but thanks to Partners,'] had .. the 
courage to testify . 

. I was scared when I testified ... 
no I was very, very~ very nervous., 
I can only get better. 

Unfortunately~ Delaware is 
one of those few states that . 
does not have. a statewide, 
comprehensive system of 
early InterventJon .r.vices •. 
My three year old·was not 
served' by P.L. 99-457.1 used 
to be angry. that the parents 
. before me did not advocate 
enough to get legislation 
passed, well now lamputting 
my anger to work. 



Florida:' 

When I came here I was depressed and 
I only wanted to get out of the house 
for the weekend. Now my future is so 
bright I am going to need sunglasses. 

A drop of rain is ineffec,tiveand easy to 
brush away, at Partners I have learned 
that rain is powerful. It becomes a 
stream of water that runs into a lake. 
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The lake empties into a river and then 
goes to the sea. There is no logic in trying 
to stop the sea. When I speak to someone 
about my child's needs, I hear the roar of 
crashing waves and I guarantee, they wilt 
hear it too! 

Dear Friends: 

Please send a copy of Action: 
.A Manual to help you organize. 
If It Is possible to send 22 
copies, I wOUld be thrilled. 
If that IS,not feasible I would be 
happy for a personal copy. 
I am currenU, taking a graduate 
course on transition and will be 
giving a session,on supported 
employment. Your materials are 
wonderful and as a parent, an 
advocate,and a professional, 
I do appreciate them. You are 
also making me want to return 
North now so that my daughter 
can receive services there. 

Thank You 
Elizabeth DeSousa . 
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independently or with true friends .. 
I see him proudly taking his place in a 

. community which cares about him and 
accepts him just the way he is. 

. , 
My focus has been widened beyond my 
hopes and dreams for his future. I have 
gained a great deal of£nsightand 
knowledge from presentations by experts 
in many fields: history of disability 
services, early intervention, inclusion, 
legal rights, housing, legislative process 
and lobbying. More important, the 
enthusiasm and activities of my fellow 
Partners l:!as been a real ins.piration to me. 

The American with 
Disabilities Al:t Is, in my 
opinion, the greatest thing 
since the Civil Rights Act of 
19.64. Being both African 
American and having a 
disability, these laws have 
definitely Impacted the 
quanty ·of my life. 
The sad part Is It took 
amendments to the U.S. . . 

ConStltuJlon for certain 
groups of Americans to be 
treated fairly. 

-.:./ 



We are even more committed to 
ugofor it.'~ 

Partners has contributed to their 
community ,by running 
for political office, establishing 
support groups, serving on Councils, 
Boa-rds,and Advisory Groups .. 

'nvo morns are advocates for the 
inclusion of children at the secondary 
level - new ground for many. 

Another mom takes photos of 
locations in the community that are 
not accessible to her child who uses Ii 
wheelchair. She writes letters to 
increase access. 

ffi.'v 
?a'r/ItL'uu ~ J}4J-t1~., 
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IO'7Va: 

A cOnlprehensivefarnily support program .----...,--..;;..;.,0 ..... 

could help keep families together and offer '~'~i~ .. 
an effective use of public dollars. 

Family support services should be fleXible, . 
individualized and designed to meet the 
diverse needs of the family, 

It is time for the state of Iowa to declare 
, that it values families ttl the life of 
children with disabilities. It it time to 
give financial support to thefamily . 
instead of the state institutions and group 
homes. ~--~--------~----~ 

Mission Statement 
It Is the mission. of Partners 
In Policymaklng to . 
transform the formal. 
training, information, and 
resource materials Into 
education, support" and 
action in our communities. 



Ill-inois: 

Partners strives to educate( 
enhance, and ent.potver people. 

,,,,,:{(.~';(:,,,,, ",. ," 

Partners has sho'Wed me ho'W I can 
and must become part of the change 
in our society to include all people. 

We learn ;'how to'" build 
constructive partnerships . 

As I sat'through Partners sessions, I 
wanted to believe everything that the 
speakers said. I was skeptical. Then my 
daughter's educational placement was 

, 1 i " • 

described - a street that goes 'nowhere, 
stairs that go nowhere; preschool toys, and 
fivenc:nverbal children together .. 
, Now she's included in general education 
and her eyes sparkle and her face beams 
'With pride. She is happy and proud. 

,~ , , 

Partners has allowed me to 
dream again •.• to dream 
about my son the way all 
parents dream about their 
chiidren.P~lrtners has 
showed me how I can aAd 
must 'be part of the chahge 
In our society as we build. 
system that Includes all 
people. 



LndLana: 

I was already an advocate, . 
. but Partners increased my 
knowledge about the. 
legislative process, the 
ADA, and other issues~ 
My credibility has improved 
among government and 
business ·Zeaders. I'm 
consulted on disability 
Issues. 

. I had 11.0 idea of the 
. opportunities availabZe,to 
people with disabilities. 
Now I sit on several boards 
and am .an active a·dvocatefor 
the issues that are important 
to me. 

I cal1not say enough good 
things about Partners. 

I learned more.in eight 
weekends than I have in eight 
years of in serv ice workshops. 
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Lou'zsz~a'na: 

Everyone is beautiful in 
his/her oWn way. ,I have 
seen kids with disabilities 
exhibit more determination, 
more fight, and more guts 
than, I could ever possess. 

My greatest regret is that 
it 'took so many years to 
realize that I was an equal 
and very impor~ant partner 
in all decisions concerning 
my son. ' 

Partners is the most 
impressive and dynamic 
movement on' behalf of 
people,with developmental, 
disabilities to ever 
occur. 

Partners will be the driving 
force behind fJ,lU inclusion 
for all. 

Dr. Colleen Wieck 
Minnasota Governor's Planning 

, Council.on Developmental Dis.bilities 
300 Centenni.l Office Buildinq 
65'8 Ced.;r Street. 
St. P.ul, Minnesot. 55155 

Dear Colleen: 

24 Karen Lana 
Monroe, LA 71203 
september 2, 199~ 

The summer Tr.ininq Institute· in Minnesot. waa wonderful! I 
wiah all the'LA 1991 P.rtnera had bean able to attend. It waa auch 
a rejuven.ting .xperience. I truly. believe that we need annual 
reunions to bring, ua up to date on leqisl.ti(:)n, new aervicea, etc., 
·.nd jua~ to pump up our motivation I The faCUlty for the institute 
were vary motivating. It w.s gre.tto sa. Fran ~.ith, Ed Roberts 
·.nd sue Swenson .gain' Deborah, McFadden ia a wonderful speaker . 
. We .re indee~ well represent~ in .W •• hington. , j', 

My partieipatibn in ~artner. ,made _ re.lize the illlPort.nce of 
public .warene.s and Qn4erst.nding of persons with developmental 
cU .. biliUes. Prior to the lIIovie "Rain Man", ther. was vary li~tle 
public awarene.. of Autism. My first qoal aft.r Partners was to 
enhance public .w.re~ss ot .utism and to incr.as. lilY ~n1ty's 
understanding of this developlllent.l disability ancl there~ore 
f •. cilitate .ccept.nce olpersons with .uti.... '!'he e.tablishlaent of 
a local chapter of the Aut1 .. Society of ~rica ..... d .• logical 
step to' prov,ide ~uture support and re.ources for parsons with 
auti.min this area. ArIIed with knowledqa gained through p'artlleu 
and after seve~al IIIOnths of planninq, I Deqan .y ca.paiqn to 
•• tllbliab • local ASA chapter in Fabr\lary l-992. on May ", 199.2, 
with fourteen charter mambO's, the Northeast Louisi.n. Ch.pter of 
the Autism Society of Americ. beca.e a reality. I now serve a. 
pre.ident of this group. 

Shortly after completing my Partners tra.ining. 1 was irivi ted 
to att~nd a parent tr.ining ae.sion .byproje~t PROMPi' (Parents 
Reaching out - Model fOr Parent Traininq) • As. result of ,thb 
contact, I becallle in,volved .in effort. to establish aatate-wide 
lIet,work of falllily-directed resource centera, specifically for 
famili.s of persons with devel~plllental disabiliti... It is the 
lIIission of this F_ily Resource Network to epable and empower 
LoUisi.na falllilies of, spacial needs through a coordinated network 
of resources, support, and information e'xchanqe. An experienced 
and irifoned f.mily of a peraon with. d._Iop.ent.al disability is 
an axtrelll8ly valuabla re.ourca to the family of, another penon with 
a developman.tal d~.ability. Such support and, understanding are not 
av.ilable. any where else. I am now .erving as ch.irman of . the 
8Cilard of Directors for Fal1lilie., Helpin9 'Fallilie. of Northe.at 
Louisiana, as our ~gion VIII resource ce,nter is now c.l1ed. 



·~innesota: 

[find myself much more able to cope. 
Ifind myse/flooking long term and 
se,ttinggoals and priorities. UFixing" 
. Michael's academic problems ivhichwere 
so important one year ago are secondary 
. now~ More important is self concept, 
socialization, integration and independent 
living skills. 

Forme, being able to communict;lte with. 
policymakers has diminished the under
lying·rage I have exper:iencedfor so many 
years due to my Anishinabe heritage. 

If I could bre.ak down. one batrierfor 
people with disabilities, it would be other 
people's first impressions. . . 

'.: ..... : .......... . 

James Anderlis twenty-one . 
.He attends Normandale 
Community College and 
enjoys math and science 
more than English or 
humanities. He currently 
has a class In Amerlcan 
Government and said that 
It's frustrating to learn that 
out of the 10,000 btllsthat 
have been introduced In . 
CongresS onl, 500 to 700 
actually have become law. 
James has. cerebral· palsy. 

~.:;: "'''\Q' 
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lVCis'souri: 

To hear people talk about what J dream 
aboutfor my child Was great. I have so 
much information.and my horizons have 

. ,broadened to znclude so much more. It's 
scary, sobering, andthriZling. 

Partners has enabled me to continually 
search for knowledge and with that 
knowledge I hope to become a catalyst for 
change. 

. . . 

Beyond 'the confidence and knowledge you 
come away with, there are the true 
partnerships. 

Itak8 this opportunity to 
say thank you for letting me , 
be a part of Partners in 
pollcymaking graduation . 
'weekend.ll.was a weekend 
1 will keep In DIy heart tor ,a 
very long t11l8. 

S) Ylc~et"'e 1 y , 

_)-1'({5~ 
,Jesse JOYleS, I I I 

'1-61 . ..:..~ ... :. 
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Unders,tanding the system~ how to access 
the system in the appr'apriate way, how to 
affect positive policy changes - this 
knowledge <will better prepare parents to 
properly make system changes and improve 
thf:! quality of the lives of our children. 
Partners gave me unquestionable gains in 
my knowledge of the syste!11.,how to 
advocate for my two foster sons, and 
contribute to enhanCing the opportunities 
for all individuals with disabilities to 
achieve independence. 

At a time when everything in our personal 
. . 

lives seemed bleak and hopeless, and we 
lacked support and knowing how 
u.the system" worked" Partn.ers made it 
possible .to regain some self-worth and 
patch up a pretty bang(!d up self-esteem. 
I now have the tools to be effective in 
im.plem.enting our goals for OUT son, to 

. chq.nge fear into opportunity ana work 
-within the systems to make decisions. 
Dare to dream ... that Partners not only will 
m.ake a difference, but is the difference .. 

Partners Is an effective and . 
. powerful effort because It 
combines national and local 
expertise. Parentswitb 
their yean of experience 

< , 

in the developmental' 
disabilitieS system, coupled 
with Partners tralnlltg, . 
resuJtstn knowledgeable 
and focased leaders for our 
state. 

=::' '. 



l'Tebraska:· 

'Partners was a bigshockfor me~ I always 
felt isolation was better:- so people with 
disabilities wouldn't take teasing and 
abuse. I view individual plans differently. 

My plan of action includes election to the 
Arc Board and developing closer contact 
,with public officials. 

I now have mQre control in my child's 
future in school and there's no reason not 
to speak out aboti.t concerns. 

I didn·t know Adult Basic 
Education was even 
possible fot my daughter 
wIIo Is currently out of 
school. 'unemployedand not 
receiving any services. 

. Partners taught me a lot, 
now mv daughter has '. 
started classes. and we b~th 
are feeling very hopeful. 



l'Je'ZV. IIa-pn.pshire: 

I now feel confident to make informed and 
good llecisions. I am not afrclid of asking 
for help. 

Our family is changing. We purchased a 
computer and added onto our house to 

give our son the privacy he needs. 

I learned independence ... 1 can talk for 
myself and not have someone talk for me. 
I have become aggressive and know when 
to use my power. 

I am so inuch more informed, ,encouraged 
and strengthened. 

., A statewide telephone " 
netWork was established 
,atter the first Leadership 
Series in 1988 and grows 
annually with each series. 
This network Is activated 
whenever a po,ltlcal issue 
or information sharing is ' 
identified that may affeCt , 
families or tndlflduals with 
dJsabiliHes. 

~':~ ~ 
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t want to be a m.odelfor,m.y seven 
year old daughter "with cerebral 
palsy. I want her to know that she 
has a voice and should have the 
tools and self esteem. to use it. 

Partners arem.aking changes in 
their communities. I don't feel 
powerless. 

Self-advocates seek crosswalks with 
signals, a lengthened walk ,period, 
pedestrian over p,ass, oy"alternative 
signals'for people who are blind 
when afriend with developm.ental 
disabilities was killed crossing a ' 
street. 

· "" ...... . 
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Diversity Is Important. 
Most ·otus now see that all 
people are people tlrst with 
needs a,nd rightS. We all 
want to enjoy Iffe, to feel 
productive and secure. 

:1. f; 



Partners are the national guard. 

In 1991-1992; thefamiZy support budget 
was restored. Family Sl;lpport 1egislatiorf 
was enacted. Partners are ser"lJingdn the 
State Advisory Council. 

Having a child with a Severe ,disability 
was like having a grenade lobbed info the 
serenity of our family life. Everything in . 
our life exploded. After one weekend of 
Partners~ I came home andsatd, ""We're 
going out to dinner." I didn't mind the 

. stares because I'm a membej~ of this great 
club. united, strong( and working for 
changes. 

In 1992, a Partners graduate wrote to' 
Fisher Price to ask ivhy children with. 
disabilities weten' t included in' the - . , '. 

catalog. The compa~y responded by 
in,viting her son for a photo shoot. 
Children with disabiZitiesare now 
regularly featured in their catalogs. 

Anastasia 'Somoza was a 
television star an February 20, 
1993whetr President Cllntoli 
~et wlth 30 children from the 
Unite,d States. Anastasia was . 
the. only child to have a 
disability. She nearly moved 
President Clinton to tears as 
. she explained how her sister 
uses a computer to commun
Icate and she wants her to be 
In. the same classroom. 
Th New Yorkelly PuIJllc' 
Schools have fought against . 
inclusioR. 



.... : . 

1-'To,rth C,aroi'in··,a:; 
, ••••••• ' ••• c 

The prpgram gave me ac~r:pe to learn, 
more,aboutdisabiZities and how I can 
improve the conditions in society by being 
a part of society. It made me feel 
important and it also gave me a greater 
sense of self-confidence. 

When I think of a Partner, '1 think of 
someone who walks with you through
thick and thin regardless of the situation. 

Partners has opened my potential to' be an 
inform.ed, aggressive advocate for my 
famtlyand commtA.nity. 

I learned abautthedifferent connections 
you can use to get things doni!:?_ 1 enjoy 
talking to people, with the same problems, 

,'. working together sa that things are less 
difficult. 

Partners' is an experience that 
has reaUy changed my IIle! I 
feel much more in' charge and 
more able to handle 
bureaucratic mumbo .. )umbo. 
I am less lntlmated by people in 
authority and 'I. finally beUeve 
they' are neither monsters nOr 
superheroes, but lust people in 
Jobs where they may or may not 
be doing well. My Job now is to 
keep track of. how well they do 
concerning my Interest. 

{} 
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lVo rt hI· ~)''iffl/k~l.n,: 

My son was totally isolated and didh<t ..... . 
like school. Beca,use of Partners, rny~()iz. 
the model of inclusion; he is happier and 
has more friends than I dreamed possible •. 

IreceiZJed valuable inforrnationand 
insp,iration needed'to advocate for all' 
people with disabilities. 

The equivalent' ofa rnaster's degree in 
dfsabitity and advocacy. Partners has 

, challenged my perceptions and 
given me a clearer sense of d'irection. 

Tnow feel differently about -my child; it , 
doesn't -matter to me that he has a 
disability. I look at him as equal to others. 

Thank you for the knowledge; experience, 
~Jire," and compassion. 

When I ca~. to, Partners, 
my daughter's education 
program was, a mess. 
I could not understand why 
she didn't like school. 
After a few sessions,1 
learned how my daughter 
prohablyfelt. I then learned 
what to do and ho.w to dolt. 
Partners has been tbe clear 

, . road'to my uughter's 
sutce. and happiness. 

":2-'.i 



~'h£o: 
, ' ' 

Thirteen fam iZ ie'S met with a U.S. House, 
member to d,iscuss health care reform. 

We were named foster family of the year ,,' 
by our county. I have served on the state, ' 
early intervention committee. 

We designed a,.curricu[um about 
. . , . 

disability awareness. The sZid~ show 
depicts children and families who arc 

..... 
,'; ..... : ..... . 

differently abled. The impact has ' Over the paSt year, Chris, 
. ' '. "d" d t ' d . , " " '" C'", , had spent a good part of lncrease un ers an lng, ' among nurses;, ;: ,r ;:',; ~t,< ';;'hls h 'I d' I" I 
.', • .', ' , " .. ,; .. ,;, .... :' <,' i.Y SC 00 If n regu ar 

. socu:tl workers, admlnlstrators, parents;' \.';:.:';;,> ,Iassroo_and hasbegUD 

and teachers. to use facllltatedcommun-
,~ .' ,> 

. ' 

Icatlons with ,assistance 
from the school staff. 
Tested two years ~rller, 
Chris sc:ored,~ 28 on an 1.0. 
test.' The latest evaluation, 
uslog facilitated commun-

, Ications; resulted in an 
.tlmated score of 133. 



~regon: 

1.994 Class 
Our vision of th1future: . 

Fatnilie . . s and con.'l~7-lmers are involved in ' 
policy and budg1t development. ',' 

I, . , 
Supports are des. fgne. d for an, individual, 
not as a service sflstem.· . . 

. '. 

The State of Ore on recognizes that 
familiesconstitl-l e the largest provider 
system in the sta e. 

Families and con ume.rs ha.ve a· choice in 
the design and 5 leotion of supports. 

, 

I 

i 

Faniilie~ and .. . cor:"rumersparticipate in 
evaluatzng servzqes. 

I • 

I 

.~:r ~:t .............. :~ 
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·:p'en)nsyl~.~1~e 
:.:-; :.-::'::::: ... ~ ..... ' 

I believe I will be, able to participant in" 
those areas of the movement that I have 
inte"Yest in more fully and also be able to' 
'listen to different view points without 
disdain. 

T think I am more confident about how j 
present myself and my wishet;; . . I'm not 
nervous about talking to politicians now. 
I also think I'm angrier, more militant, 
and less, able to keep my mouth shut when 
I see inequities. Hopefully, I'llfind a way 
to "'use'" my anger constructively. 

, I prepare 'and dlSlribute a 
one page, tlVee column 
newsletter, along with otber 
pertlneBt Infor.lon to a, 
mailing list of over 58 
famlUes and' over 15 otbers, 
Including providers, 
interestetl,rofesslonal, 

, and 'educators. We bave 
provided Inlorlll8tlon to 
schools. '. feel much mora 
coinfortable In writing Dr 
otberwlse ~ontactlng 
legislators. I don't bave te . 
, be, an expert, attorney, or 
. professional. My know· 

ledle as a' parent, and 
advocate is valuable and 
I am a powerful and, 
cODvincing spokespersoD. 

'74. 



One of the graduates lived ina gro~p ~ 

home. After graduation, she purchased 
her oWn home. 

Partners 'attended a series of town. 
meetings around the state. The state 
agency staff wanted to knoW if the . . 
coordinator had' worked withDne witness 
all day top"repare her. No, we didn't 
coach her . . She's a Pa1'"tners graduate ~ 

I was doing piecework at a sheltered 
workshop .. Idecided:to go ·back to school 
to become a secretary. The difference was 

. self esteem. EartnerssQ.ved nzy life. I' . . 

used .to be on psychotropic medicCltion. I 
started asking questidns, decided to say no 
and took control of my life. 

, ........ :,,-.. 
~ ...... ,,' 
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It's about having a vision and then 
finding ways to enact that vision in 
tangible outcomes. 

, Partners'includes civics, c01!fidence 
,buildin,g,and grassroots ra,dicalisrn. 

My participation in the Partners program 
was a positive experience~' This experience 
has raised the level of my involvement in 
both' the legisla~ive and community 
development arenas. The leadership 
training I received improved my. ability 
to address theissues·that people with 

. disabilities face from the standpoint of 
an informed advocate. 

Being a member of Partners in P6licy- . 
making has t~ught me that we who 
Uknow" can make a positive difference in 
the policies that affect us or our children .. 

, . . .' 

If turns. the helpless, powerless feelings 
into knowZedge,influenceand change. 

Izhtak Perlman, noted, 
internatiOnal violinist 

One has to sepatctte'one's 
abilities from one's 
diSablHtles •. Some people 
look.d on me as sweet, a 
human intereSt story, that's 
what I had to work to , 
overcome. Even 'with all the 

. regulations, accessibility at 
concert halls Is stili a crap . 
shot., 

Excerpted from Breaking 
Ground; a newsletter of the 
Tennessee Developmental 
Disabilities Council. 

26. 



I have enjoyed participating in the 
Partners class s.o very -much, 1 ~1rllookiizg 
forward to putting my netilkizowZedge to· 
work. You have created a wonderful and 
necessary program that lam. glad to have 
had the oppor-,tunity to attend and benefit . 
from the fabu~ou$ resource$, wisdom and 
information you' present,ed. 

Ifinally have wheels. After a wait a! 
over'2years I received an adapted car in 
September. I have a permit so now Twill 
take lessons. Persistence pays off! 

The information was'invaluable. ' I now 
unde,rstand why ~t'is so derogatory to use . 
the UHU word. 

Lettltla Clay, ,San Angslo, TX ' 

After Partners, I was a 
ehang~d pe~D~ J set to 
work on ereatJngwhat was 

, best for ROdney .and bur 
famU,~ ~fter some struggle, 
we ,got Rodney Into a ,egular 
third grade elass,he lot 
help from staff and other, ' . 
kids. His behavlorproblenis 
fatied awayquleldy. It was 
theD.it dawned On' die !bat 
RodDey had been bored with 
DO role models. Now he is 

,learnIJlI,taklng part In 
school activities and 
making friends. 



. . . . . . •. Let 'h ',.CJ, ....• 

I.wasgiven the opportunity to become a 
, , .:: 

. Partner and this outstanding program 
opened my eyes to the many different 
types of disabilities and disability issues. 
The training sessions and guest speakers 
provided an outlook of the necessity for 
people with disabilities to become active in 
changing and supporting programs and 
services that will improve·their lives. 

The·Partners experience has provided me 
. with sound knoUJledge about. disabilities 

. . 
and how to give individuals with 
disabilities the ability to mature and 
change their lives and to enable the 
parents of children to support and meet 
the challenges facing them. 

The time that I spent in partner was 
UJonderful., IUJas taught UJhat services are 

available· and how to utilize them. It has . '. 

given me the confidence and knowledge to 

stand upfor myselfand others. 

............ / .................. : ... : .. 

A year or so ago when someone 
. asked me if I had Family 

Support, I thought they were 
asking If nt, parentS or famlty . 
members lived close by. Then I 
heard~bout Partners. I applied 

. and what I learned changed my 
life and the, lite ofmY·1:hlld 
forever. I now have a family 
support trainer that does 
community activities with my 
son ... kty and also respite 
. care so my husband and I have' 
some time togeUter~ 



1 have been an advocate jar my so~for the 
past ten years; now/know howtodoit. 
right! 

Partners has givc.n me a road map to 
follow which has enabled me to 
successfully navigate through the system .. 
I finaZlyfeetlike I am in control, I have' 

. been empowered 

The skills l~arned in Partners are life
long, and I am always going to need and. 
U$~ them. As a result of those skills, 
I successfully got -my son into a summer 
parks il:nd' recreation program .. 



lIVashington: 
" 

Thf!informatiqn I received gave me 
confidence to advocate/or my daughter. 
Knowledge 1.S a powerful tool. 

, I was determ'ined to go back to school to 
I .". 

receive my G. E. D. I have more de~t:~@!i;ff~,;Gjtffii!i~i.l~:::::~~;fY!~::!.;$;,;,;ti01~~;';' 
in asking and seeking what !(fti;::i~;;:~~~ 
and deserve. 1 ran for the School ~,LJL-£ 
and will try again this JalZ. 

This was a once in a lifetime opportunity 
to receive an enor111.ouseducation in a ff!!w 
weekends. It provided me with 
confidence,assurancf!, poise and, 
detertnination that I too can make a 

, , , 

4ifferencefor people with develop'mental 
dlsal:Jilities~ 

, Just a few· people trUly can make effective 
changes. 

, Intense education about disabilities.' 

The other, pa"f'ticipants played a key role in 
teaching. We shared our unique 

, . 
exper'iences. 

, cjZ\' ..... t~., 



Partners brings us together, instills self-
, ' 

confidence to beconze active participants 
in advocatingfor our rights. 

Partners opened a lot of doors for our 
son's future and showed us he can -live a 
full life given the chance. 

I have learned to speak out for people who' 
are di$abled and to stand up for our 
rights.' 

Partners was a very good experience, I 
l~arned a lot, had fun, got to know other 
peoplefrom around the state . 

Partners re'Qitalized! 

',y :-;." :~.' 

.t.~·l·:·:~i .. 

Shirley Klein, a computer 
specialist, 'recently traveled to , 
England and had this to say:. 
My trip hiS made me realize 
tbat we must not only work 
to preserve and Implement 
the ADA In tills country, but, 
. we must also strive to 
e.urethese ,hard won 
rights are realized ,by, people 
with disabilities throughout 
the world. 



for more Inrormation, contact: . 

Minnesota Governor's Council on Developmental Dlsabifities 
. 300 Centennial Office Building . 

658 Cedar Street 
It. Paul, MN 55155 

612/298-4018 
612/296-9962 TOO 
612/297~7200 FAX 

admlft.dd@state.mn.Ds E· Mail 


