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Minnesota’s Results First Initiative
• Goal
• Produce benefit-cost estimates that are understood, trusted, and 

used by policy-makers

• Areas of Focus
• Corrections

• Human Services

Primary Data Collection Partners

Adult Correction Adult Mental Health

DOC- Prisons DHS

DOC- Supervision Hennepin County

Dakota County Dakota County

Dodge, Fillmore, Olmsted (DFO) Olmsted County

Stearns County Otter Tail County

Itasca County

Wright County

Mower County



Status of the Benefit-Cost Analysis
•Adult Corrections 
• Inventory
• Analysis
• Report

•Adult Mental Health
• Inventory
• Analysis

•Outreach
• Stakeholder meetings
• Survey



Results First Survey of Policy-Makers
• Purpose: sets a baseline to 

assess future impact of 
MN’s Results First Initiative

• Closes June 15
• 107 completed as of May 31
• 568 invited respondents

• Legislators, Partisan and 
Non-Partisan Staff, DHS 
and DOC Executives, 
County Administrators, 
County Commissioners, 
County Coordinator



Timeline



Programs Available for Benefit-Cost Analysis
• Criteria for inclusion

1. Included in WSIPP’s statistical model 

2. Program design in Minnesota matches those in rigorous evaluations

3. Statewide estimates for cost per participant available

• Some programs may be added or subtracted from the list



Pew Study: 50 State Survey of the                 
use of Evidence in Policy-Making



Weston Merrick, Results First Coordinator

Weston.Merrick@state.mn.us 


