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Hello and introductions

Meeting logistics:

• All attendees, except presenters, will remain muted

• We will work to address all questions during the time allotted.
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Agenda

11:00 a.m. Hello and introductions

11:05 a.m. OAR update

11:15 a.m. “Getting to know state leaders", a Q&A with Public Safety 
 Commissioner Bob Jacobson

 This segment will be rescheduled at a later date.

11:35 a.m. The Intersection of Substance Use and Domestic Violence

11:55 a.m. Closing
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OAR updates

• Overdose update

• National Recovery Month

• 1115 Re-Entry Waiver
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Current Status of the Three-Year Goal- Overdose deathsLast Updated: July 2025

Next Update: ~October 2025

• 2024 had a 32.3% decrease from 2023.
• This decrease was experienced across 

all populations.
• While the first quarter in 2025 suggests 

a slight uptick from 2024, the numbers 
remain below 2022 overdose deaths.

Annual Total
# of people 2022 2023 2024

White 600 505 384
Black 249 280 178

American Indian 139 141 81
Total 1,039 1,001 678

Quarter 1 (Jan-Mar)
# of people 2022 2023 2024 2025*

White 157 124 106 118
Black 54 73 48 46

American Indian 28 37 39 27
Total 252 256 195 200

* Data for 2025 is preliminary and likely to change as cases are finalized. 

Source: Minnesota Death Certificates, Injury and Violence Prevention Section, MDH 5



Opioid-involved overdose deaths, by race
Last Updated: July 2025
Next Update: ~October 2025

Black and American Indian population is grossly overrepresented in the overdose population compared to MN total population. 
However, their proportion of overdose deaths has dropped slightly from 2023 to 2024

Comparison of opioid-involved overdose death population to MN
 population, 2024

Quarterly opioid-involved overdose deaths

* Data for 2025 is preliminary and likely to change as cases are finalized. 

SOURCE: Minnesota death certificates, Injury and Violence Prevention Section, Minnesota Department of Health, 2018-2025
        MN  Population data from MN Compass dashboard referencing U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 Population Estimates 6

https://www.mncompass.org/topics/demographics/race-ethnicity#1-5522-g


Opioid-involved overdose deaths, by region

Count of opioid-involved overdose 
deaths by SCHSAC region, 2023

Count of opioid-involved overdose 
deaths by SCHSAC region, 2024

Source: Minnesota Death Certificates, Injury and Violence Prevention Section, MDH



Hospital-treated nonfatal opioid overdoses

Annual Count
2022 2023 2024
5,211 5,247 3,594

Source: Hospital Discharge data from MN Hospital Association, MDH
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Naloxone Portal by the numbers

Total funding in portal:                    $7.2M
Total spent in orders shipped:                   $5.1M
Annual funding until Oct 2027:    ~$3.0M

Portal Funding

# of orders sent:                       1,461
# of shipping zip codes:                          282
# of organizations placed orders:                    731
# of kits sent (2 dose box):                     146,616

Portal Orders

Tier 1: Organizations directly serving individuals most 
at risk for overdose 
Tier 2: Community organizations that serve people 
who use drugs or people in recovery
Tier 3: Organizations with legislative mandates to carry 
naloxone

Portal Eligibility Zip codes ordering Naloxone 
through the State Portal
Sept 2023- July 2024
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Access to naloxone, a medication that reverses an opioid overdoses, may be a factor in the drop of deaths in recent years. The 
2023 Minnesota Legislature mandated that select groups carry this medication. DHS operates a web portal to help supply kits.



National Recovery Month

• A Proclamation from Governor Walz

• The 35W Bridge Lit Up Purple

• Events across MN sponsored by community-based organizations

• Walk for Recovery at the Capitol

• Recovery-related state grant announcements

• Prevention and Recovery Public awareness campaigns

• A list of events can be found at the Minnesota Alliance of Recovery Community Organizations' 
website: marcomn.org/events/ 

• MARCO Recovery Month Toolkit: marcomn.org/mn-recovery-month-toolkit/ 
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The Intersection of Substance Use and Domestic 
Violence

• Jake De Vera - Associate Director, Women’s Advocates
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History & Background
Founded in 1974, Women’s Advocates was the 
first shelter in the U.S. for women and children 
escaping domestic violence.

Women’s Advocates now serves all survivors, 
regardless of gender.

Today, we provide safety, shelter, and support 
for over 50 survivors daily, answer dozens of 
crisis calls, and lead prevention education 
efforts.



Violence Prevention & Education

Shelter & 
Healing

Sustained 
Safety

Continuum of Safety



Shared Roots of Recovery & DV Services
• Both movements centered the voices of people with lived experience 
as essential for healing.

• Grassroots, community-driven beginnings.

• Focus on peer support, mutual aid, and empowerment.

• Both created pathways for safety, healing, and long-term resilience.

And yet recovery services and domestic violence 
services are often not provided co-currently.



Our Approach to Substance Use
• We recognize substance use as both a 

symptom of abuse and a tool of power and 
control.

• Abusers may exploit addiction to deepen 
dependence.

• Our approach integrates chemical health 
understanding with domestic violence 
advocacy.



• Funds an onsite dually licensed 
LADC/LPCC to support survivors. 

• Provides group and individual therapy 
for survivors struggling with chemical 
dependency.

• Conducts staff trainings on harm 
reduction and different paths to 
recovery

OERAC Funds for LADC

Grants Supporting Our Chemical Dependency 
Work

OERAC Funds for Clinical 
Director

• Funds an onsite clinical director to 
integrate recovery services into our 
mental health practices.

• Looks wholistically at WA’s approach 
to chemical health to ensure harm 
reduction approaches are integrated 
into our practices.



Barriers & Culture Change

• Finding an LADC interested in non-traditional 
recovery environments was difficult.

• Domestic violence services are often 
multigenerational spaces.

• Harm reduction challenges traditional recovery 
beliefs of elder staff.

• OERAC grants have supported culture change 
toward harm reduction and survivor-centered 
practices.



Stay Connected
@wadvocates

@womensadvocates

@womensadvocates

Women's Advocates

wadvocates.org

Jake De Vera

Associate Director

p. 612-638-7518

e. JDEVERA@WADVOCATES.ORG

Any 
questions?



Questions for Jake De Vera

• Attendees are muted. 

• Please open the Chat panel to submit your question.

• Please post chat questions to everyone to allow for all attendees to see 
conversation.
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OAR webinar series information

• The next webinar will be on September 24 at 11 a.m.

• Visit https://mn.gov/mmb/oar/monthly-update/ for:

• A list of all webinar dates

• A link to register for the next scheduled session

• Past presentations
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Thank You!

Contact Information
officeofaddictionandrecovery.mmb@state.mn.us 
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