January 14 2015 

The Honorable Tom Saxhaug, Chair 
State Departments & Veterans Division 
328 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155
 The Honorable Roger Chamberlain 
Ranking Minority Member 
State Departments & Veterans Division 
129 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155
 The Honorable Sarah Anderson, Chair 
House Government Finance Committee 
583 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 




The Honorable Bob Dettmer, Chair 
House Veterans Affairs Committee 
279 State Office Building 
House Government Finance Committee 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
The Honorable Sheldon Johnson 
Ranking Minority Member 
House Government Finance Committee 
259 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155



(THIS WORD DOCUMENT IS COPIED & PASTED FROM ORIGINAL PDF SIGNED AND DATED 1-14-2015 which accompanies the 2015 MN State Government Efforts to Employee and Support Veterans PDF)
 
An Equal Opportunity Employer

RE: Annual Veterans Report 
Dear Senators and Representatives: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please find enclosed a copy of the annual Minnesota State Government Efforts to Employ and Support Veterans Report submitted pursuant to the Session Laws of 2009, Chapter 94, Article 3, Section 22. The report was prepared by Minnesota Management and Budget with support from the executive branch agencies. 
If you have questions regarding the enclosed report, please contact John Pollard, Minnesota Management and Budget, at john.pollard@state.mn.us  or 651.201.8039. 
Sincerely,

 Myron Frans 
Commissioner

Enclosure

cc: Kevin Lundeen, Senate Fiscal Analyst 
Bill Marx, House Fiscal Analyst 
Eric Nauman, Senate Fiscal Analyst 
Helen Roberts, House Fiscal Analyst

STATE OF MINNESOTA
Office of Governor Mark Dayton
130 Capital 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, St. Paul, MN 55155
February, 2014
Members of the Minnesota Legislature: 
For more than 150 years, each generation of Minnesotans has answered the call to service in our Armed Forces. Today, more than 20,000 Minnesota men and women serve on active duty in the Minnesota National Guard; and the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, and Reserves. Currently, more than 360,000 veterans call Minnesota home. These heroes have put their lives on the line to make our communities stronger, America safer, and the world a better place. We owe them our thanks. 
Minnesota veterans deserve more than our gratitude and support. They have earned the promise of a great education and the opportunity to find meaningful work. 
State government has a responsibility to do all we can to help Minnesota veterans fulfill their dreams and provide a better life for their families. That is why, as Governor, I have committed Minnesota to removing barriers to employment for Minnesota veterans. Our veterans and our economy have much to gain from these efforts.
 Hiring veterans is one of the best investments a business or organization can make. Minnesota veterans have the skills employers seek, including: leadership; intelligence; dedication; and loyalty. Our veterans are resourceful leaders with the capacity to produce results in the most difficult environments. They offer the energy and know-how our economy needs. 
The past three years, my administration has connected thousands of hardworking veterans with meaningful employment during the past three years—in state government and the private sector. Through new recruitment and retention efforts, strong relationships with veteran's organizations and advocates, support for deployed soldiers and their families, a focus on hiring veterans in state government, and reintegration training, we are getting our veterans back to work one service member at a time. 
I am proud to report the state of Minnesota is leading by example. In Fiscal Year 2013, the state of Minnesota hired 331 veterans. Approximately 9.5% of state employees in cabinet-level agencies have self-identified as veterans, compared to 5.5% in the private sector. 
We still have more work to do. And as long as I have the privilege of serving as Governor, I will continue doing everything I can to support our veterans. I ask for your help and your ideas as we work to give all our heroes the promise of freedom and prosperity they have fought so selflessly to defend.
Sincerely, 
Mark Dayton
Governor
Voice: (651) 203-3400 or (800) 657-3717
MN Relay (800) 627-3529
Website: http://governor.state.mn.us  
