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Legislative COVID-19 Response Commission – Action Order #13 

COVID-19 Flexible Response Account – FY 2022 

The Minnesota Legislature created the COVID-19 Flexible Response Account and appropriated $425 million 

in the fund to the commissioner of management and budget to pay expenditures eligible under federal guidance 

for the state fiscal recovery fund. These funds were available to Minnesota under the American Rescue Plan 

passed in March 2021. 

Pursuant to Minnesota Session Laws, 1st Special Session, Chapter 12, Article 5, Section 2, Sub 2(b), the 

commissioner of management and budget must submit proposed single expenditures from the COVID-19 

Minnesota fund that exceed $2,500,000 to the Legislative COVID-19 Response Commission. Upon submission of 

the request, the commission has three days to make a positive recommendation, a negative recommendation, 

or no recommendation on a proposed expenditure. 

If a majority of members from the senate and a majority of members from the house of representatives 

make a negative recommendation on a proposed expenditure, the commissioner is prohibited from expending 

the money. If a majority of the commission members from the senate or a majority of members from the house 

of representatives make a positive recommendation or no recommendation, the commissioner may expend the 

money. 

On June 26, 2022, the commissioner submitted the following proposed expenditure requests: 

• Positive recommendation to allow spending of $6,000,000 to support Ramsey County emergency 
shelters. 

• Positive recommendation to allow spending of $7,000,000 to increase access to the child care 
assistance program basic sliding fee program.  

• Positive recommendation to allow spending of $5,100,000 for grants to food shelves, food banks, and 
meal programs operated by community-based organizations, Tribal Nations, and local units of 
government. 

• Positive recommendation to repurpose Action Order #9 to expand eligibility. 

• Positive recommendation to allow spending of $4,400,000 for grants to fund innovative projects to 
improve mental health outcomes for youth attending intermediate school districts. 

• Positive recommendation to allow spending of $5,000,000 for enterprise resource planning systems. 

• Positive recommendation to allow spending of $4,900,000 for new hire and referral incentives and 
overtime shift bonuses at the Department of Corrections.  

The requisite number of commission members having provided a positive or no recommendation, I hereby 

authorize $32,400,000 from the COVID-19 Flexible Response Account. 
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Jim Schowalter, Commissioner 


