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Attorney General  Agency Profile 
www.ag.state.mn.us  

AT A GLANCE 
• Chief Legal Officer for the State of Minnesota 
• Provides legal representation to State agencies, 

boards, and commissions 
• Takes legal action on behalf of Minnesota citizens 

PURPOSE 

The Attorney General is the State of Minnesota’s Chief Legal 
Officer.  The Attorney General helps to ensure that the laws 
the Legislature enacts are upheld.  The Attorney General’s 
Office provides legal representation to State agencies, 
boards, and commissions. The Attorney General’s Office 
also protects the public by bringing lawsuits on behalf of the 

citizens of Minnesota.  Through its legal work, including the representation of State agencies, the Attorney General’s Office 
helps to support the following statewide outcomes: 

• Efficient and accountable government services 
• People in Minnesota are safe 
• Strong and stable families and communities 
• A thriving economy that encourages business growth and employment opportunities 
• All Minnesotans have optimal health 
• Minnesotans have the education and skills needed to achieve their goals 
• A clean, healthy environment with sustainable uses of natural resources 

BUDGET 

 

Source: SWIFT 

 

Source: MAPS & SWIFT 

STRATEGIES 

• Deliver high-quality, efficient and effective legal representation to State agencies, boards and officials.   
• Protect and save taxpayers’ dollars by defending claims for monetary judgments against State agencies and 

employees.   
• Defend laws enacted by the Minnesota Legislature against constitutional and other legal challenges. 
• Facilitate the enforcement of laws passed by the Minnesota Legislature. 
• Provide legal representation to State agencies and boards in various civil and administrative proceedings and obtain 

monetary payments as directed by the Minnesota Legislature.   
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• Provide proactive legal advice to avoid lawsuits. 
• Provide Minnesota counties and law enforcement agencies with assistance in serious criminal matters.   
• Ensure that the public interest is protected in delivering legal services. 
• Population primarily served is the citizens of the State of Minnesota and the executive, legislative, and judicial 

branches of State government and State agencies, boards, and commissions. 
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Attorney General Agency Expenditure Overview
(Dollars in Thousands)

Expenditures By Fund

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecasted Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

1000 - General 17,415 20,935 20,754 23,495 22,125 22,125 22,125 22,125

1201 - Health Related Boards 2,202 2,219 2,387 2,387 2,387 2,387 2,387 2,387

2000 - Restrict Misc Special Revenue 247 350 468 77 77 77 77 77

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue 9,554 9,589 9,036 10,127 10,127 10,127 10,127 10,127

2800 - Environmental 0 0 0 145 145 145 145 145

2801 - Remediation Fund 0 0 0 250 250 250 250 250

3000 - Federal 1,115 1,241 1,685 2,052 2,106 2,106 2,106 2,106

6000 - Miscellaneous Agency 40,658 1,850 816 61 0 0 0 0

Total 71,191 36,184 35,145 38,594 37,216 37,216 37,216 37,216

Biennial Change (33,636) 692 692

Biennial % Change (31) 1 1

Governor's Change from Base 0

Governor's % Change from Base 0

Expenditures by Program

Program: Attorney General 71,191 36,184 35,145 38,594 37,216 37,216 37,216 37,216

Total 71,191 36,184 35,145 38,594 37,216 37,216 37,216 37,216

Expenditures by Category

Compensation 26,798 27,362 29,818 33,234 31,907 31,907 31,907 31,907

Operating Expenses 44,346 8,318 5,205 5,302 5,251 5,251 5,251 5,251

Other Financial Transactions 43 328 62 43 43 43 43 43

Capital Outlay-Real Property 5 176 60 15 15 15 15 15

Total 71,191 36,184 35,145 38,594 37,216 37,216 37,216 37,216

Total Agency Expenditures 71,191 36,184 35,145 38,594 37,216 37,216 37,216 37,216

Internal Billing Expenditures 166 178 246 310 318 318 318 318

Expenditures Less Internal Billing 71,026 36,006 34,899 38,284 36,898 36,898 36,898 36,898

Full-Time Equivalents 300.5 307.2 331.0 340.1 340.1 340.1 340.1 340.1
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Attorney General Agency Financing by Fund
(Dollars in Thousands)

1000 - General

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 4,645 0 1,371 0 0 0 0

Direct Appropriation 22,125 22,125 22,125 22,125 22,125 22,125 22,125 22,125

Net Transfers (65) (65) 0 0 0 0 0 0

Cancellations 0 5,770 0 0 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 17,415 20,935 20,754 23,495 22,125 22,125 22,125 22,125

Balance Forward Out 4,645 0 1,371 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures 5,899 0 0

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 15 0 0

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 268.0 269.6 287.5 293.2 293.2 293.2 293.2 293.2

1201 - Health Related Boards

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 334 0 0 0 0 0 0

Direct Appropriation 1,822 1,822 1,823 1,823 1,823 1,823 1,823 1,823

Receipts 714 714 564 564 564 564 564 564

Cancellations 0 651 0 0 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 2,202 2,219 2,387 2,387 2,387 2,387 2,387 2,387

Balance Forward Out 334 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures 353 0 0

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 8
0 0

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 20.4 22.8 24.0 25.5 25.5 25.5 25.5 25.5

2000 - Restrict Misc Special Revenue

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 2,969 2,920 2,776 2,336 2,286 2,236 2,286 2,236

Receipts 198 204 279 27 27 27 27 27

Internal Billing Receipts 166 178 246 0 0 0 0 0

Net Transfers 1 3 (251) 0 0 0 0 0
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Attorney General Agency Financing by Fund
(Dollars in Thousands)

2000 - Restrict Misc Special Revenue

Expenditures 247 350 468 77 77 77 77 77

Balance Forward Out 2,920 2,776 2,336 2,286 2,236 2,186 2,236 2,186

Biennial Change in Expenditures (53) (391) (391)

Biennial % Change in Expenditures (9) (72) (72)

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 2.7 4.0 5.0 0 0 0 0 0

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 0 0 251 243 243 243 243

Receipts 6,971 6,876 6,127 7,211 7,219 7,219 7,219 7,219

Internal Billing Receipts 0 0 0 310 318 318 318 318

Net Transfers 2,583 2,712 3,159 2,908 2,908 2,908 2,908 2,908

Expenditures 9,554 9,589 9,036 10,127 10,127 10,127 10,127 10,127

Balance Forward Out 0 0 251 243 243 243 243 243

Biennial Change in Expenditures 20 1,090 1,090

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 0 6 6

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0

2800 - Environmental

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 145 0 145 0 0 0 0

Direct Appropriation 145 145 145 145 145 145 145 145

Cancellations 0 290 0 145 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 0 0 0 145 145 145 145 145

Balance Forward Out 145 0 145 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures 145 145 145

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 100 100

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

State of Minnesota 5 2018-19 Biennial Budget
January 2017



Attorney General Agency Financing by Fund
(Dollars in Thousands)

2801 - Remediation Fund

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 250 0 250 0 0 0 0

Direct Appropriation 250 250 250 250 250 250 250 250

Cancellations 0 500 0 250 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 0 0 0 250 250 250 250 250

Balance Forward Out 250 0 250 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures 250 250 250

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 100 100

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

3000 - Federal

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Receipts 1,115 1,241 1,685 2,052 2,106 2,106 2,106 2,106

Expenditures 1,115 1,241 1,685 2,052 2,106 2,106 2,106 2,106

Biennial Change in Expenditures 1,381 475 475

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 59 13 13

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 9.3 10.8 14.5 17.4 17.4 17.4 17.4 17.4

6000 - Miscellaneous Agency

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 47,564 7,034 8,459 7,805 7,733 7,733 7,733 7,733

Receipts 308 4,052 2,498 0 0 0 0 0

Net Transfers (181) (778) (2,337) (11) 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 40,658 1,850 816 61 0 0 0 0

Balance Forward Out 7,034 8,458 7,805 7,733 7,733 7,733 7,733 7,733

Biennial Change in Expenditures (41,631) (877) (877)

Biennial % Change in Expenditures (98) (100) (100)

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0
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Attorney General Budget Activity Narrative 
Program: Attorney General 
Activity: Government Legal Services Section 
www.ag.state.mn.us 

AT A GLANCE 

In 2016, the section: 
• Saved millions of taxpayer dollars by defending 

claims against State entities. 
• Defended and enforced the laws and rules 

enacted to protect Minnesota citizens. 
• Represented State entities in enforcement 

proceedings. 

PURPOSE & CONTEXT 

The Government Legal Services Section provides a broad 
range of legal representation to various Minnesota State 
entities, including Minnesota Management and Budget, the 
Minnesota Departments of Corrections, Commerce, 
Education, Health and Transportation and the State Board of 
Investment and state pension boards. 

The section provided legal representation to State entities in 
licensing, regulatory, ratemaking, disciplinary and 

enforcement actions.  The section advises State agencies and boards in financial investment, real estate, contract and bond 
issuance transactions.  The section primarily serves State agencies and boards and Minnesota citizens protected by State 
regulatory actions. 

SERVICES PROVIDED 

• Provide high quality legal representation to State agencies and boards. 
• Provide legal representation to State agencies and boards in enforcement and disciplinary proceedings. 
• Provide proactive legal advice to State entities to avoid lawsuits. 
• Defend legal claims for money judgments. 
• Represent State agencies and boards in complex financial and contract transactions. 

RESULTS 

• The State Treasury is protected by the defense of claims and through recovery actions for State entities. 
• Citizens’ rights, health and safety are protected by enforcement of Minnesota laws and regulations. 
• The public’s interest is advanced in litigation and legal representation. 
• State agencies and boards are represented efficiently and competently. 
• Legal advice and representation facilitates the implementation and enforcement of laws enacted by the Minnesota 

Legislature. 
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Budget Activity: Government Legal Services Budget Activity Expenditure Overview
(Dollars in Thousands)

Expenditures By Fund

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

1000 - General 3,563 4,729 3,508 4,235 3,948 3,948 3,948 3,948

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue 2,827 2,567 1,804 2,188 2,188 2,188 2,188 2,188

Total 6,391 7,296 5,312 6,423 6,136 6,136 6,136 6,136

Biennial Change (1,951) 537 537

Biennial % Change (14) 5 5

Governor's Change from Base 0

Governor's % Change from Base 0

Expenditures by Category

Compensation 6,281 5,673 4,979 5,826 5,539 5,539 5,539 5,539

Operating Expenses 100 1,522 307 581 581 581 581 581

Other Financial Transactions 8 66 13 13 13 13 13 13

Capital Outlay-Real Property 1 35 13 3 3 3 3 3

Total 6,391 7,296 5,312 6,423 6,136 6,136 6,136 6,136

Full-Time Equivalents 59.5 54.9 47.4 51.1 51.1 51.1 51.1 51.1
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Budget Activity: Government Legal Services Budget Activity Financing by Fund
(Dollars in Thousands)

1000 - General

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 418 0 227 0 0 0 0

Direct Appropriation 3,156 3,156 3,723 3,723 3,723 3,723 3,723 3,723

Net Transfers 825 1,564 12 285 225 225 225 225

Cancellations 0 409 0 0 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 3,563 4,729 3,508 4,235 3,948 3,948 3,948 3,948

Balance Forward Out 418 0 227 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures (549) 153 153

Biennial % Change in Expenditures (7) 2 2

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 59.5 54.9 47.4 51.1 51.1 51.1 51.1 51.1

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Receipts 6,971 6,876 6,127 6,896 6,896 6,896 6,896 6,896

Net Transfers (4,144) (4,309) (4,323) (4,708) (4,708) (4,708) (4,708) (4,708)

Expenditures 2,827 2,567 1,804 2,188 2,188 2,188 2,188 2,188

Balance Forward Out 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures (1,402) 384 384

Biennial % Change in Expenditures (26) 10 10

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0
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Attorney General Budget Activity Narrative 
Program: Attorney General 
Activity: Regulatory Law and Professions Section 
www.ag.state.mn.us/ 

AT A GLANCE 

In 2016 the section: 
• Provided legal representation to state agencies and 

boards to ensure that the laws enacted by the 
Minnesota Legislature were enforced and upheld.   

• Saved taxpayer dollars by defending the State in 
actions for money judgments and in tax appeals. 

• Represented the health licensing boards in actions to 
discipline health care professionals. 

• Protected the public interest by providing proactive 
legal advice and in resolving disputes. 

PURPOSE & CONTEXT 

The Regulatory Law and Professions Section of the Attorney 
General’s Office provides legal advice and representation to 
various state agencies and boards, including the Department 
of Revenue, Pollution Control Agency, Department of Natural 
Resources, Department of Agriculture, Environmental Quality 
Board, and nearly 20 Minnesota health licensing boards.   

The Section provides high quality legal representation in the 
most cost efficient and effective manner and works to resolve 
disputes in a manner that protects the public interest.  The 
Section regularly represents state agencies and boards in 
disciplinary and enforcement proceedings to ensure that 
Minnesota law is enforced and upheld.  By representing the 

Department of Revenue, the section saves and recovers taxpayer dollars.  The Section also regularly provides legal advice and 
representation in matters involving real estate.   

The population primarily served includes the Department of Revenue, Pollution Control Agency, Department of Natural 
Resources, Department of Agriculture, health licensing boards, Environmental Quality Board, and Minnesota citizens. 

SERVICES PROVIDED 

The Regulatory Law and Professions section provides the following services: 

• Represents the Department of Revenue, Pollution Control Agency, Department of Natural Resources, Department of 
Agriculture, Environmental Quality Board and Minnesota’s health licensing boards. 

• Litigates matters on behalf of state agencies and boards to ensure that Minnesota laws are enforced and upheld.   
• Provides proactive legal advice with the benefit of avoiding lawsuits or resolving disputes.   
• Ensures that the public interest is protected in providing legal advice to state agencies and boards.   
• Protects taxpayer dollars by defending the state agencies and boards in actions to recover money judgments and by 

representing the Department of Revenue in tax appeals.   
• Counsels state agencies and boards on real estate issues and provides legal representation on litigated real estate 

matters involving the State. 

RESULTS 

• Recover funds due to the State and defend monetary claims made against the State to protect taxpayer dollars. 
• Laws enacted by the Minnesota Legislature are enforced and upheld.   
• Delivers proactive and effective legal representation to state agencies and boards in a cost efficient manner. 
• Protects the public interest in its representation of state agencies and boards.  
• Citizens’ rights are protected by ensuring that laws are enforced and upheld.   
• Discipline actions are brought against health care professionals, thereby providing Minnesota citizens with access to 

safer health care. 
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Budget Activity: Regulatory Law and Professions Budget Activity Expenditure Overview
(Dollars in Thousands)

Expenditures By Fund

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

1000 - General 2,513 2,841 1,900 2,593 2,403 2,403 2,403 2,403

1201 - Health Related Boards 2,181 2,198 2,366 2,366 2,366 2,366 2,366 2,366

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue 2,495 1,964 991 1,342 1,342 1,342 1,342 1,342

2800 - Environmental 0 0 0 145 145 145 145 145

2801 - Remediation Fund 0 0 0 250 250 250 250 250

Total 7,188 7,003 5,257 6,696 6,506 6,506 6,506 6,506

Biennial Change (2,239) 1,059 1,059

Biennial % Change (16) 9 9

Governor's Change from Base 0

Governor's % Change from Base 0

Expenditures by Category

Compensation 6,768 6,261 4,903 6,330 6,140 6,140 6,140 6,140

Operating Expenses 410 641 340 357 357 357 357 357

Other Financial Transactions 8 66 7 7 7 7 7 7

Capital Outlay-Real Property 2 35 7 2 2 2 2 2

Total 7,188 7,003 5,257 6,696 6,506 6,506 6,506 6,506

Full-Time Equivalents 89.9 75.0 50.8 59.8 59.8 59.8 59.8 59.8
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Budget Activity: Regulatory Law and Professions Budget Activity Financing by Fund
(Dollars in Thousands)

1000 - General

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 1,422 0 197 0 0 0 0

Direct Appropriation 5,340 5,340 2,085 2,085 2,085 2,085 2,085 2,085

Net Transfers (1,405) (3,161) 12 311 318 318 318 318

Cancellations 0 760 0 0 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 2,513 2,841 1,900 2,593 2,403 2,403 2,403 2,403

Balance Forward Out 1,422 0 197 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures (861) 313 313

Biennial % Change in Expenditures (16) 7 7

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 69.5 52.1 26.7 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.3 34.3

1201 - Health Related Boards

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 334 0 0 0 0 0 0

Direct Appropriation 1,801 1,801 1,802 1,802 1,802 1,802 1,802 1,802

Receipts 714 714 564 564 564 564 564 564

Cancellations 0 651 0 0 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 2,181 2,198 2,366 2,366 2,366 2,366 2,366 2,366

Balance Forward Out 334 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures 353 0 0

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 8 0 0

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 20.4 22.8 24.0 25.5 25.5 25.5 25.5 25.5

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Net Transfers 2,495 1,964 991 1,342 1,342 1,342 1,342 1,342

Expenditures 2,495 1,964 991 1,342 1,342 1,342 1,342 1,342
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Budget Activity: Regulatory Law and Professions Budget Activity Financing by Fund
(Dollars in Thousands)

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue
Biennial Change in Expenditures (2,125) 351 351

Biennial % Change in Expenditures (48) 15 15

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

2800 - Environmental

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 145 0 145 0 0 0 0

Direct Appropriation 145 145 145 145 145 145 145 145

Cancellations 0 290 0 145 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 0 0 0 145 145 145 145 145

Balance Forward Out 145 0 145 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures 145 145 145

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 100 100

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

2801 - Remediation Fund

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 250 0 250 0 0 0 0

Direct Appropriation 250 250 250 250 250 250 250 250

Cancellations 0 500 0 250 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 0 0 0 250 250 250 250 250

Balance Forward Out 250 0 250 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures 250 250 250

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 100 100

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0
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Attorney General Budget Activity Narrative 
Program: Attorney General 
Activity: State Government Services Section 
http://www.ag.state.mn.us/ 

AT A GLANCE 

In 2016, the section: 
• Provided Minnesota counties and law enforcement 

agencies with prosecutorial assistance in serious 
criminal matters. 

• Prosecuted healthcare providers that fraudulently 
obtained State Medicaid funds. 

• Participated in False Claims Act cases resulting in 
recoveries of over $12 million in FY 2016. 

• Protected and saved taxpayer dollars by defending 
claims for monetary judgments against the 
Department of Human Services. 

• Represented the Department of Public Safety at 
implied consent hearings. 

PURPOSE & CONTEXT 

The State Government Services Section provides a broad 
range of legal services with the goals of protecting public 
safety and taxpayer dollars. The section provides assistance 
to county attorneys and local law enforcement agencies in 
prosecuting serious crimes and in the civil commitment of 
sex offenders. The section further provides assistance to 
Minnesota counties for criminal appeals. The section also 
prosecutes healthcare providers committing Medicaid fraud 
and assists county attorneys in prosecuting vulnerable adult 
abuse, neglect, and financial exploitation cases. The section 
provides assistant to citizens. 

Through its defense of the Minnesota Department of Human 
Services in litigation, the section defends the State's laws 
and the constitutionality of the State's actions and decisions. 
In addition, the section provides legal representation to the 

Commissioner of Public Safety, including at implied consent hearings. The population primarily served includes Minnesota 
county attorneys and local law enforcement agencies, Minnesota agencies, boards and commissions and Minnesota citizens. 

SERVICES PROVIDED 

The State Government Services Section provides the following services: 

• Assists Minnesota counties and law enforcement in prosecuting serious crimes. 
• Assists county attorneys in civil commitment hearings involving dangerous sexual predators. 
• Provides assistance to county attorneys in felony appeals, including murder, sexual assault, child sexual abuse, felony 

assault, and drug distribution cases. 
• Prosecutes healthcare provider fraud within the Medicaid program and recovers fraudulently obtained Medicaid funds. 
• Provides legal counsel to the Minnesota Department of Human Services, including the defense of the constitutionality 

of the Minnesota Sex Offender Program. 
• Appears in court on behalf of the Commissioner of Public Safety in implied consent cases. 
• Delivers proactive legal advice to avoid lawsuits. 
• Assists citizens who contact the office. 

RESULTS 

• Legal work helps facilitate the implementation and enforcement of laws enacted by the Minnesota Legislature. 
• High quality, effective and efficient legal representation delivered to state agencies, boards, and commissions. 
• Providers are prosecuted for fraudulent use of Medicaid funds. 
• Public interest is advanced by providing assistance in prosecutions and appeals. 
• Public interest is advanced in civil litigation. 
• Citizens’ rights and safety are protected. 
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Budget Activity: State Government Services Budget Activity Expenditure Overview
(Dollars in Thousands)

Expenditures By Fund

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

1000 - General 2,929 4,381 5,228 7,158 6,633 6,633 6,633 6,633

1201 - Health Related Boards 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21

2000 - Restrict Misc Special Revenue 1 20 50 50 50 50 50 50

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue 1,815 2,474 2,851 3,702 3,702 3,702 3,702 3,702

3000 - Federal 1,115 1,241 1,685 2,052 2,106 2,106 2,106 2,106

Total 5,880 8,137 9,835 12,983 12,512 12,512 12,512 12,512

Biennial Change 8,801 2,206 2,206

Biennial % Change 63 10 10

Governor's Change from Base 0

Governor's % Change from Base 0

Expenditures by Category

Compensation 5,430 6,904 8,895 11,950 11,469 11,469 11,469 11,469

Operating Expenses 440 1,132 904 1,015 1,025 1,025 1,025 1,025

Other Financial Transactions 8 66 18 12 12 12 12 12

Capital Outlay-Real Property 1 35 18 6 6 6 6 6

Total 5,880 8,137 9,835 12,983 12,512 12,512 12,512 12,512

Total Agency Expenditures 5,880 8,137 9,835 12,983 12,512 12,512 12,512 12,512

Internal Billing Expenditures 166 178 246 310 318 318 318 318

Expenditures Less Internal Billing 5,714 7,960 9,588 12,673 12,194 12,194 12,194 12,194

Full-Time Equivalents 61.4 84.5 115.8 139.9 139.9 139.9 139.9 139.9
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Budget Activity: State Government Services Budget Activity Financing by Fund
(Dollars in Thousands)

1000 - General

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 308 0 195 0 0 0 0

Direct Appropriation 3,114 3,114 5,321 5,321 5,321 5,321 5,321 5,321

Net Transfers 123 2,199 102 1,642 1,312 1,312 1,312 1,312

Cancellations 0 1,240 0 0 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 2,929 4,381 5,228 7,158 6,633 6,633 6,633 6,633

Balance Forward Out 308 0 195 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures 5,076 880 880

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 69 7 7

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 52.0 73.7 101.3 122.5 122.5 122.5 122.5 122.5

1201 - Health Related Boards

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Direct Appropriation 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21

Expenditures 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21

Biennial Change in Expenditures 0 0 0

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 0 0 0

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

2000 - Restrict Misc Special Revenue

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 2,398 2,398 2,380 2,330 2,280 2,230 2,280 2,230

Net Transfers 1 3

Expenditures 1 20 50 50 50 50 50 50

Balance Forward Out 2,398 2,380 2,330 2,280 2,230 2,180 2,230 2,180

Biennial Change in Expenditures 79 0 0

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 377 0 0

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0
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Budget Activity: State Government Services Budget Activity Financing by Fund
(Dollars in Thousands)

2000 - Restrict Misc Special Revenue
Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Net Transfers 1,815 2,474 2,851 3,702 3,702 3,702 3,702 3,702

Expenditures 1,815 2,474 2,851 3,702 3,702 3,702 3,702 3,702

Biennial Change in Expenditures 2,264 851 851

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 53 13 13

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

3000 - Federal

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Receipts 1,115 1,241 1,685 2,052 2,106 2,106 2,106 2,106

Expenditures 1,115 1,241 1,685 2,052 2,106 2,106 2,106 2,106

Biennial Change in Expenditures 1,381 475 475

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 59 13 13

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 9.3 10.8 14.5 17.4 17.4 17.4 17.4 17.4
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Attorney General Budget Activity Narrative 
Program: Attorney General 
Activity: Civil Law Section 
www.ag.state.mn.us 

AT A GLANCE 

In 2016, the section: 
• Upheld and implemented the laws enacted by the 

Minnesota Legislature. 
• Ensured Minnesota nonprofits, charities, and trusts 

registered and complied with Minnesota law.  
• Advocated for residential and small business 

ratepayers in utility issues 

PURPOSE & CONTEXT 

The Civil Law Section of the Attorney General’s Office 
regulates nonprofits, charities, and trusts that operate and 
fundraise in Minnesota.  The section also advocates for the 
interest of residential and small business ratepayers in 
matters involving electric, natural gas, and 
telecommunications services and rates.  The Civil Law 
Section also enforces Minnesota’s antitrust laws and ensures 
that businesses operating in Minnesota comply with state 
consumer protection laws by investigating and taking 
enforcement actions against entities that violate state law. 

SERVICES PROVIDED 

The Civil Law Section provides the following services: 

• Oversees and regulates Minnesota nonprofit organizations, charities and trusts.  
• Advocates for residential and small business ratepayers in utility matters before the Minnesota Public Utilities 

Commission. 
• Files enforcement actions to ensure businesses comply with the state consumer protection and antitrust laws. 

RESULTS 

• Legal work facilitates the implementation and enforcement of laws enacted by the Minnesota Legislature. 
• Recover funds for the State and obtain restitution to Minnesota consumers. 
• Public interest is advanced in civil litigation. 
• Citizens’ rights are protected by making sure Minnesota laws are enforced and upheld. 
• Ensures nonprofits, charities and trusts register and comply with Minnesota laws. 
• Residential and small business ratepayer interests are advanced in utility matters. 
• Consumer protection and antitrust laws are enforced. 
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Budget Activity: Civil Law Budget Activity Expenditure Overview
(Dollars in Thousands)

Expenditures By Fund

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

1000 - General 2,326 3,221 4,928 3,495 3,254 3,254 3,254 3,254

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue 1,590 1,833 2,685 1,803 1,803 1,803 1,803 1,803

6000 - Miscellaneous Agency 40,658 1,850 816 61 0 0 0 0

Total 44,575 6,904 8,428 5,359 5,057 5,057 5,057 5,057

Biennial Change (37,691) (3,673) (3,673)

Biennial % Change (73) (27) (27)

Governor's Change from Base 0

Governor's % Change from Base 0

Expenditures by Category

Compensation 3,731 4,516 7,127 4,849 4,608 4,608 4,608 4,608

Operating Expenses 40,835 2,287 1,265 499 438 438 438 438

Other Financial Transactions 8 66 18 8 8 8 8 8

Capital Outlay-Real Property 1 35 18 3 3 3 3 3

Total 44,575 6,904 8,428 5,359 5,057 5,057 5,057 5,057

Full-Time Equivalents 40.9 50.5 77.4 50.0 50.0 50.0 50.0 50.0

State of Minnesota 19 2018-19 Biennial Budget 
January 2017



Budget Activity: Civil Law Budget Activity Financing by Fund
(Dollars in Thousands)

1000 - General

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 312 0 336 0 0 0 0

Direct Appropriation 1,661 1,661 5,020 5,020 5,020 5,020 5,020 5,020

Net Transfers 977 1,849 244 (1,861) (1,766) (1,766) (1,766) (1,766)

Cancellations 0 601 0 0 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 2,326 3,221 4,928 3,495 3,254 3,254 3,254 3,254

Balance Forward Out 312 0 336 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures 2,875 (1,915) (1,915)

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 52 (23) (23)

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 40.9 50.5 77.4 50.0 50.0 50.0 50.0 50.0

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Net Transfers 1,590 1,833 2,685 1,803 1,803 1,803 1,803 1,803

Expenditures 1,590 1,833 2,685 1,803 1,803 1,803 1,803 1,803

Biennial Change in Expenditures 1,065 (882) (882)

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 31 (20) (20)

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

6000 - Miscellaneous Agency

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 47,564 7,034 8,459 7,805 7,733 7,733 7,733 7,733

Receipts 308 4,052 2,498 0 0 0 0 0

Net Transfers (181) (778) (2,337) (11)

Expenditures 40,658 1,850 816 61 0 0 0 0

Balance Forward Out 7,034 8,458 7,805 7,733 7,733 7,733 7,733 7,733

Biennial Change in Expenditures (41,631) (877) (877)

Biennial % Change in Expenditures (98) (100) (100)
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Budget Activity: Civil Law Budget Activity Financing by Fund
(Dollars in Thousands)

6000 - Miscellaneous Agency
Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

State of Minnesota 21 2018-19 Biennial Budget 
January 2017



Attorney General Budget Activity Narrative 
Program: Attorney General 
Activity: Civil Litigation Section 
www.ag.state.mn.us

AT A GLANCE 

In 2016, the section: 
• Successfully defended Minnesota laws from 

constitutional and other legal challenges.  
• Provided high-quality, effective legal representation to 

all three branches of Minnesota Government, 
including Constitutional officers, State agencies, 
boards, public officials, and employees. 

• Protected and saved taxpayer dollars by defending 
against claims that often seek significant monetary 
payments, including tort and employment law claims.   

• Provided legal advice and representation to the Public 
Utilities Commission. 

PURPOSE & CONTEXT 

The Civil Litigation Section provides high-quality, efficient, 
and cost-effective legal representation to all three branches 
of Minnesota government.   

The section defends Minnesota law against constitutional 
and other legal challenges.  The section also defends 
Constitutional officers, State agencies, boards, public 
officials, and employees against claims seeking significant 
monetary payments, including tort, employment, and other 
important civil legal claims. 

The section is responsible for representing the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission in state and federal court and 
provides legal advice on matters brought before the 
Commission.   

The population primarily served by the Civil Litigation Section includes the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of State 
government and the citizens of Minnesota. 

SERVICES PROVIDED 

The Civil Litigation section provides the following services: 

• Represents the State of Minnesota in state and federal courts, including at the appellate levels.   
• Defends the laws enacted by the Minnesota Legislature against constitutional and other legal challenges. 
• Defends Constitutional officers, State agencies, boards, public officials and employees in a variety of significant legal 

claims, including challenges to their implementation of state law, as well as tort and employment law claims.  
• Protects and saves taxpayer dollars by successfully defending against claims for monetary damages. 
• Provides legal representation to the Public Utilities Commission in state and federal court, and provides legal advice on 

matters pending before the Commission. 

RESULTS 

• State laws are protected from constitutional and other legal challenges, allowing them to be enforced as intended by 
the Minnesota Legislature. 

• High-quality and effective legal representation provided to Constitutional officers, State agencies, boards, public 
officials, and employees when their work on behalf of the State is challenged in a civil legal action.  

• Significant taxpayer dollars are protected through successful defense of civil legal claims seeking monetary payments. 
• Public interest is advanced in litigation. 
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Budget Activity: Civil Litigation Budget Activity Expenditure Overview
(Dollars in Thousands)

Expenditures By Fund

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

1000 - General 1,112 1,453 1,658 1,745 1,617 1,617 1,617 1,617

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue 827 751 705 769 769 769 769 769

Total 1,939 2,204 2,363 2,514 2,386 2,386 2,386 2,386

Biennial Change 733 (106) (106)

Biennial % Change 18 (2) (2)

Governor's Change from Base 0

Governor's % Change from Base 0

Expenditures by Category

Compensation 1,846 1,771 2,233 2,387 2,259 2,259 2,259 2,259

Operating Expenses 85 332 120 123 123 123 123 123

Other Financial Transactions 9 66 5 3 3 3 3 3

Capital Outlay-Real Property 1 35 5 1 1 1 1 1

Total 1,939 2,204 2,363 2,514 2,386 2,386 2,386 2,386

Full-Time Equivalents 18.7 19.1 23.1 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0
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Budget Activity: Civil Litigation Budget Activity Financing by Fund
(Dollars in Thousands)

1000 - General

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 492 0 73 0 0 0 0

Direct Appropriation 2,684 2,684 1,669 1,669 1,669 1,669 1,669 1,669

Net Transfers (1,080) (1,163) 62 3 (52) (52) (52) (52)

Cancellations 0 560 0 0 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 1,112 1,453 1,658 1,745 1,617 1,617 1,617 1,617

Balance Forward Out 492 0 73 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures 837 (170) (170)

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 33 (5) (5)

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 18.7 19.1 23.1 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Net Transfers 827 751 705 769 769 769 769 769

Expenditures 827 751 705 769 769 769 769 769

Biennial Change in Expenditures (104) 64 64

Biennial % Change in Expenditures (7) 4 4

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0
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Attorney General Budget Activity Narrative 
Program: Attorney General 
Activity: Administrative Operations 
www.ag.state.mn.us 

AT A GLANCE 

• Provide administrative, human resources and 
accounting services to the Attorney General’s Office. 

PURPOSE & CONTEXT 

• Ensure that budget and accounting practices are in 
accordance with State law and procedures.   

• Protect and save taxpayer dollars by ensuring an 
efficient use of resources and staff.   

• Purchase goods and services pursuant to State 
guidelines and requirements.  

• Interact with other State agencies and boards on 
personnel, administrative and accounting issues.  

• Primary customers are the Attorney General’s 
Office and the citizens of the State. 

SERVICES PROVIDED 

• Protect taxpayer dollars by ensuring accounting services are complete, accurate and in accordance with the law.  
• Maintain budget and accounting systems to ensure that they are in compliance with State law and practice. 
• Develop and implement administrative policies and procedures in accordance with State law and requirements.  
• Provide the Attorney General’s Office with necessary administrative support to provide high quality and efficient legal 

representation.  
• Supply human resource, administrative and accounting services. 
• Facilitate purchasing to ensure that it is cost effective and in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations. 

RESULTS 

• Fiscal matters are handled to ensure that efficient and accountable government services are provided and that the 
systems are in accordance with the laws of the State. 

• Personnel matters are dealt with in a timely and appropriate manner and in accordance with the law.   
• Access to accurate legal resources is provided to ensure timely and effective representation is provided. 
• Administrative support is provided to efficiently carry out the delivery of high quality legal services. 
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Budget Activity: Administrative Operations Budget Activity Expenditure Overview
(Dollars in Thousands)

Expenditures By Fund

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

1000 - General 4,972 4,309 3,532 4,270 4,270 4,270 4,270 4,270

2000 - Restrict Misc Special Revenue 247 330 418 27 27 27 27 27

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue 0 0 0 323 323 323 323 323

Total 5,219 4,640 3,950 4,620 4,620 4,620 4,620 4,620

Biennial Change (1,288) 669 669

Biennial % Change (13) 8 8

Governor's Change from Base 0

Governor's % Change from Base 0

Expenditures by Category

Compensation 2,742 2,236 1,682 1,893 1,893 1,893 1,893 1,893

Operating Expenses 2,476 2,403 2,269 2,727 2,727 2,727 2,727 2,727

Other Financial Transactions 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 5,219 4,640 3,950 4,620 4,620 4,620 4,620 4,620

Full-Time Equivalents 30.1 23.2 16.5 17.3 17.3 17.3 17.3 17.3
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Budget Activity: Administrative Operations Budget Activity Financing by Fund
(Dollars in Thousands)

1000 - General

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 1,693 0 343 0 0 0 0

Direct Appropriation 6,170 6,170 4,307 4,307 4,307 4,307 4,307 4,307

Net Transfers 495 (1,353) (432) (380) (37) (37) (37) (37)

Cancellations 0 2,200 0 0 0 0 0 0

Expenditures 4,972 4,309 3,532 4,270 4,270 4,270 4,270 4,270

Balance Forward Out 1,693 0 343 0 0 0 0 0

Biennial Change in Expenditures (1,479) 738 738

Biennial % Change in Expenditures (16) 9 9

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 27.4 19.2 11.6 13.3 13.3 13.3 13.3 13.3

2000 - Restrict Misc Special Revenue

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 571 522 396 6 6 6 6 6

Receipts 198 204 279 27 27 27 27 27

Internal Billing Receipts 166 178 246 0 0 0 0 0

Net Transfers (251)

Expenditures 247 330 418 27 27 27 27 27

Balance Forward Out 522 396 6 6 6 6 6 6

Biennial Change in Expenditures (132) (391) (391)

Biennial % Change in Expenditures (23) (88) (88)

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 2.7 4.0 5.0 0 0 0 0 0

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue

Actual Actual Actual Estimate Forecast Base
Governor's 

Recommendation

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY18 FY19

Balance Forward In 0 0 0 251 243 243 243 243

Receipts 0 0 0 315 323 323 323 323
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Budget Activity: Administrative Operations Budget Activity Financing by Fund
(Dollars in Thousands)

2001 - Other Misc Special Revenue

Internal Billing Receipts 0 0 0 310 318 318 318 318

Net Transfers 251

Expenditures 0 0 0 323 323 323 323 323

Balance Forward Out 0 0 251 243 243 243 243 243

Biennial Change in Expenditures 323 322 322

Biennial % Change in Expenditures 100 100

Gov's Exp Change from Base 0

Gov's Exp % Change from Base 0

Full-Time Equivalents 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0
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FY 2018-19 Federal Funds Summary 
(Dollars in Thousands) 

Federal 
Agency and 

CFDA # 
Federal Award Name and 

Brief Purpose 
New 

Grant 
FY2016 
Actuals 

FY2017 
Budget 

FY2018  
Base 

FY2019  
Base 

Required 
State 

Match or 
MOE? FTEs 

93.775 State Medicaid Fraud 
Control Units; To eliminate 
fraud and patient abuse in 
the State Medicaid 
Programs 

No 1,685 2,052 2,106 2,106 Yes 17.4 

 Budget Activity Total No 1,685 2,052 2,106 2,106 Yes 17.4 
 Program Total No 1,685 2,052 2,106 2,106 Yes 17.4 
 Federal Fund – Agency 

Total 
No 1,685 2,052 2,106 2,106 Yes 17.4 

Narrative: 
The AGO uses federal grant money for 75% of the funding of its Medicaid Fraud Control Unit (MFCU).  The MFCU investigates and 
criminally prosecutes health care providers committing fraud against the Medicaid program in cases referred by the Minnesota 
Department of Human Services or other agencies.  The MFCU provides investigative support to and jointly prosecutes providers 
with the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Minnesota.  The Maintenance of Effort level for the MFCU is a 25% funding match 
by the State of Minnesota.  The Minnesota legislature appropriates this match bi-annually as part of the state budget process. 
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