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September 11, 2025 Agenda

Presentation (15 minutes)

1. Introduction: Team & Purpose

2. Updates: Federal Developments, Resources, Funding Opportunities

3. Topic Area Spotlight: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency: Navigating the 
Federal Landscape “Improving Oversight of Federal Grantmaking” EO

Questions and Group Discussion (15 minutes)



Team Intro & Overview

Mission: Partner with Minnesota entities to access and deploy federal funds to accelerate state goals. 

 Leah Corey, Director

Leah.Corey@state.mn.us

Kerry York Myles, Coordinator

Kerry.YorkMyles@state.mn.us

  Sam Rockwell, Coordinator

Samuel.Rockwell@state.mn.us

  Avery Prine, Analyst

Avery.Prine@state.mn.us

Our Focus Areas

1. Monitor the federal landscape

2. Advance the resourcing of 
strategically significant projects

3. Monitor and evaluate federal 
funds deployment

4. Curate, develop & share federal 
funding technical assistance
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Purpose of this call

While we can’t provide clarity right now, we can:

• Share information to facilitate risk analyses

• Tracking reimbursement blockages

• Tracking cancellations

• Tracking NOFOs

• Tracking guidance and EOs

• Provide a space for others to share information and strategies

• Build a support network of people working through similar problems
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Current and Upcoming Resources

Current and Upcoming

• September 12, 2025: MnCIFA and MN Dept of Commerce – Request for Information
• Request for Information (RFI) from developers, contractors, project owners, equipment suppliers, 

manufacturers and other interested parties to understand the impact of the new requirements in federal law 
(H.R.1) for certain clean energy projects and facilities to secure federal investment tax credits.

• September 26, 2025: MDH Rural Health Transformation Plan – Public Comments
• Identified focus areas include emergency services, primary care, care for people with complex and chronic 

conditions, mental and behavioral health care, maternal health care, and other at-risk services or unmet needs.
• Questions can be directed to rural.transformation.mdh@state.mn.us

• October 1, 2025: Robert Wood Johnson (RWJ) Rapid Response: Reinvesting in Racial and Indigenous Health Equity 
Research
• RWJ Rapid Response Research funding is exclusively available to applicants who have already received federal 

funding (e.g., from the NIH, CDC, NSF) for their health equity research but have since had their funding partially 
or fully rescinded due to federal administrative actions.

• Weekly office hours are available until the application deadline.
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https://mn.gov/commerce-stat/rfp/2025/20250818/2025-08_PUBLISH%20version_Request%20for%20Information%20MnCIFA%20Commerce_FINAL.pdf
https://mnhealth.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3Xd6Rz8gfNyG502
mailto:rural.transformation.mdh@state.mn.us
https://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/active-funding-opportunities/2025/rapid-response-reinvesting-in-racial-and-indigenous-health-equity-research.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/active-funding-opportunities/2025/rapid-response-reinvesting-in-racial-and-indigenous-health-equity-research.html
https://evidenceforaction.org/applicant-office-hours


Ongoing Resources

Ongoing

• [NEW] Federal Budget Information: Reconciliation

• Minnesota Programs Impacted by 2025 Reconciliation

• Federal Tax Impacts on Minnesota Taxpayers

• Disruption Trackers: Temporary Disruptions, Permanent Cancellations, and Court Ordered Reversals

• Lawyers for Good Government: Fund Protection Clinic 

• MN TA Collaborative: Technical Assistance Provider Directory

• Environmental Protection Network: Federal Funding Management Webinars and Office Hours

• Impala Ecosystem: Minnesota Philanthropic Hub (for MN-based nonprofits, foundations and members of the 
Minnesota Council of Foundations)

• MCN Legal Services Initiative: Nonprofit Legal Help Desk, Legal Resource Library, Compliance Support and Webinars

• Federal Funds Information for States (FFIS): Deciphering Federal Budgetspeak
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https://mn.gov/mmb/budget/federal-investments/federal-budget-information/
https://mn.gov/mmb-stat/budget/federal-funds-implementation/reconciliation/reconciliation-analysis-timeline.pdf
https://mn.gov/mmb-stat/budget/federal-funds-implementation/reconciliation/federal-tax-impacts-hr1.pdf
https://mn.gov/mmb/budget/federal-investments/data-and-reporting/
https://www.lawyersforgoodgovernment.org/fund-protection-clinic
https://mn-ta-directory.pory.app/directory
https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/funding-webinars/
https://impala.digital/mn
https://minnesotanonprofits.org/minnesota-nonprofit-legal-services-initiative
https://ffis.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/SA25-01.pdf


Sign Up for the Federal Funds Information Email List

public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNMMB/signup/47799
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Federal Developments

• The appropriations process continues, with a September 30 deadline.

• The U.S. Supreme Court stayed a lower court decision that prevented a “pocket recission” of ~$5B in foreign aid funding. Aid 
groups have until tomorrow (Friday) to file a response.

• A federal appellate court sided with the EPA and withdrew a district court injunction against the EPA’s termination of 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund dollars. 

• The five-person working group that authored a July 2025 DOE report that minimized the potential for climate-change-
induced harm was dissolved, but the report has not been withdrawn (litigants contend the working group was illegally 
formed).

• Proposed repeal of the GHG endangerment finding was posted to the Federal Register. The comment period is open through 
September 15.

• U.S. Department of Education announced it will end several Minority Serving Institution (MSI) discretionary grant programs 
totaling $350 Million. These federal awards were directed to colleges and universities that served substantial numbers of 
students from underrepresented racial and ethnic backgrounds.

• US Department of the Interior issues new policy outlining strict criteria for implementing Gold Standard Science within the 
context of EO 14303
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https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/sep/09/trump-supreme-court-foreign-aid
https://blogs.law.columbia.edu/climatechange/2025/09/04/court-of-appeals-sets-aside-preliminary-injunction-in-ggrf-litigation/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/energy-department-greenhouse-gas-report-climate-experts/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/09/10/climate/trump-dissolves-contrarian-group
https://library.edf.org/AssetLink/0kdlw6oq5v8hsvj152eqx01b0qn74uuq.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/01/2025-14572/reconsideration-of-2009-endangerment-finding-and-greenhouse-gas-vehicle-standards
https://thehill.com/homenews/education/5498182-trump-admin-grants-minority-student-population/?tbref=hp
https://thehill.com/homenews/education/5498182-trump-admin-grants-minority-student-population/?tbref=hp
https://www.doi.gov/document-library/secretary-order/so-3441-implementing-requirements-executive-order-14303-restoring


MPCA Spotlight: Frank Kohlasch, Assistant Commissioner



Thank you!!

Please share recommendations for future call topics! 
Federal.investments.mmb@state.mn.us

mailto:Federal.investments.mmb@state.mn.us


Supplemental Info
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AI screening for words and themes

• Analysis has shown that words 
associated with themes in issued 
executive orders and federal agency 
guidance are being removed or 
replaced on federal websites. 

• Federal agencies may be conducting AI 
screening for these or similar words in 
federal grant applications and 
reporting.

• Applications and reports that omit 
these words or themes may not trigger 
additional review.

12

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/03/07/us/trump-federal-agencies-websites-words-dei.html


Reminders/Best Practices

• Grants with signed agreements appear to be somewhat stable for the time being

• Some grants may be terminated for convenience—check terms and conditions

• The standard terms and conditions are being amended by EPA to make grants easier to 

cancel for convenience

• Stay consistent with terms and conditions

• Get any directives in writing

• Know that calls may be recorded

• Folks from the federal government – and potentially DOGE in particular – are joining 

meetings.

• Reporting and funding applications: anticipate use of AI screening for key words.

• Court cases continue: Covid and FEMA fund cancellations were blocked; reductions in force 

blocked, then unblocked.
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