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Task Force Meeting September 30, 2025

Kristen Root| General Counsel

Agenda

1. Open Meeting Law, Minnesota Statute Chapter 13D

2. Task Force Enacting law, Laws of Minnesota 2025, 
Chapter 30, Article 2, Section 13

3. New Minnesota Statute 197.448, and the Hmong 
Veterans' Naturalization Act of 2000, Public Law 106-
207
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Open Meeting Law

Key Issues

•When does the Open Meeting Law apply

• Types of meetings and meeting notices

•Closed meetings

•Other considerations

•OML and data practices
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Open Meeting Law

With limited exceptions, all meetings of public bodies must be open 
to the public.

Minnesota Supreme Court stated three purposes:

• To prohibit actions taken at secret meetings

• To assure the public’s right to be informed

• To give the public an opportunity to present its views to the public body
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What is a “meeting” subject to the law?

• The “quorum” rule
• Moberg v. Independent School District No. 281, 336 N.W.2d 510 (Minn. 

1983).

• Two parts to the rule
1. Quorum (majority) or more of full public body, or quorum of any of the 

public body’s committees, subcommittees, etc. – and

2. Quorum (majority) discusses, decides, or receives information as a group 
on issues relating to its official business
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Gatherings not covered by the law

• Gatherings of less than a quorum of members 

• Chance or social gatherings (banquets, parties, etc.)
• St. Cloud Newspapers v. District 742 Community Schools, 332 N.W.2d 1 

(Minn. 1983).

• Trainings/team building
• Attorney General opinion 63a-5, Feb. 5, 1975

• Advisory Opinion 16-006
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Types of Meetings

• Regularly scheduled meetings (Minn. Stat. § 13D.04, subd. 1)

• Special meetings (Minn. Stat. § 13D.04, subd. 2)

• Emergency meetings (Minn. Stat. § 13D.04, subd. 3)
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Other considerations

• Journal of votes (section 13D.01, subd. 4)

•Members’ materials (section 13D.01, subd. 6)

• Use of email
• Avoid discussions or votes

• Advisory Opinion 09-020

•Meeting locations
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Social media

•13D.065 Use of social media
• A member may communicate with the public via social 

media
• OML and MGDPA still applies 

• Forum fully open to public

• Does not include email
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Task Force Enacting Law

Chapter 30, Article 2, Section 13
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Chapter 30, Article 2, Section 13
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Chapter 30, Article 2, Section 13
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Minnesota Statute 197.448 and Hmong Veterans' 
Naturalization Act of 2000

New MS 197.448
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New MS 197.448
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New MS 197.448
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Certification 
of Eligibility
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Public Law 106-207
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Public Law 106-207
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Public Law 106-207
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Thank You!

Kristen Root
Kristen.Root@state.mn.us

612-548-5956
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