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+ Adult Day Care 651-296-2562
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« Dental Care Assistance
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« Health and Disability Claims and Appeals 1-888-LinkVet (1-888-546-5838)
for VA and Social Security Benefits TTY:1-800-627-3529

« Homelessness Prevention and Support Email or Live Chat: Link Vet.org

« Optical Care Assistance
« State Veterans Cemeteries

» State Veterans Homes/Skilled Nursing
and Domiciliary Care

« Suicide Prevention
» Veteran Family Assistance

+ Women Veteran Support




The 93rd Minnesota State Legislative Session (2023-2024) saw record investment
in benefits, programs and services for Veterans and their families. New laws passed

in 2024—the second half of the biennium—focused on streamlining and clarifying
existing services and responsibilities for the Minnesota Department of Veterans

Affairs (MDVA) and other Veteran services.

NEW STATE VETERANS CEMETERY
Original bill: HF4336 (Bliss - Pennington)/SF4362 (Pappas - St. Paul)

MDVA operates four State Veterans Cemeteries in Duluth, Little Falls, Preston and
Redwood Falls. The 2024 legislature authorized the agency to lay the groundwork for a
fifth cemetery in Northwest Minnesota near Bemidji. The provision allows MDVA to apply
for a grant with the Federal VA’s National Cemetery Administration. The goal is to provide
95% of Veterans a burial option within 75 miles of their home. This change was included

in HF3454, the Veterans and Military Affairs omnibus policy bill and enacted into law as
Chapter 100.

CENTRAL PHARMACY
Original bill: HF4412 (Greenman - Minneapolis)/SF4927 (Seeberger - Afton)

This provision authorizes in law the Central Pharmacy that provides medication for
Residents of Veterans Homes in the state. MDVA has operated the pharmacy for years. The
establishment of the program as a law—rather than creating the authority through agency
rulemaking—came at the suggestion of internal auditors and the Office of the Legislative
Auditor. This change was included in HF3454, the Veterans and Military Affairs omnibus
policy bill and enacted into law as Chapter 100.

MVH ADMINISTRATORS REPORTING
Original bill: HF4335 (Bennett — Albert Lea)/SF4930 (Seeberger - Afton)

This technical correction to statute clarifies that Veterans Home administrators report

to the MDVA Deputy Commissioner for Healthcare, or their designee, rather than the
Commissioner. This language was put into law when the Veterans Home Board was
dissolved and became MDVA'’s Healthcare division. This change will have no effect on

the operations of the Veterans Homes and allows Healthcare leadership to reorganize its
leadership structure. It was included in HF3454, the Veterans and Military Affairs omnibus
policy bill and enacted into law as Chapter 100.

MEMORIAL AND VETERANS DAY COUNTY AUTHORITY
Original bill: HF3677 (Elkins - Bloomington)/SF3876 (Mitchell - Woodbury)

This allows county boards to provide funds to Congressionally Chartered Veterans Service
Organizations (VSO) for Veterans Day activities. Previously, boards were only permitted
to provide funds for Memorial Day. Funding caps were also eliminated. This change was
included in HF3454, the Veterans and Military Affairs omnibus policy bill and enacted into
law as Chapter 100.

NO FEE VITAL RECORDS
Original bill: HF3801 (Norris - Blaine)/SF3452 (Gustafson - Vadnais Heights)

County Veterans Service Officers (CVSQO) and service officers from VSOs such as the
American Legion and VFW can now receive discharge papers free from county recorders.
Previously, some county recorders would charge CVSOs for discharge documents. The
Minnesota Association of County Veteran Service Officers advocated for this change that
was included in HF3454, the Veterans and Military Affairs omnibus policy bill and enacted
into law as Chapter 100.

LANDSCAPE ARBORETUM ACCESS
Original bill: HF4742 (Rehm - Chanhassen)/SF4454 (Coleman - Waconia)

Disabled Veterans in Minnesota will have a new benefit to enjoy unlimited access to the
University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum in Chaska. By showing proof of service-
connected disability on a Veteran ID card, disabled Veterans and one guest can go to the
arboretum for free. This new benefit was included in HF5247 and enacted into law as

Chapter 127.

LEGACY BILL

Some projects paid from the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment funding will go to
Veterans programs. $150,000 will go to a competitive grant program that awards funds to
groups that celebrate, recognize and honor the sacrifices of those who served. In addition,
$275,000 will go to the Minnesota Military and Veterans Museum to restore and relocate
the historic USS Ward gun that sits on the Capitol Grounds. This was passed as HF4124
(Lillie = North St. Paul) and enacted into law as Chapter 106.



