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The final forum in the series strategically included
policymakers with power and influence to implement
the recommendations brought forth by the
community through this process.



RECKONING

Time of Reckoning, Healing, Listening, and Action
is a series of community engagement and healing
justice sessions that culminate in a Black-led
town hall and policy action roundtable focusing
on the criminal justice system and its collateral
consequences on Black people in Minnesota.
The series strategically includes policymakers
with power and influence to implement the
recommendations brought forth by the community
through this process.

Convened by the community and co-chaired by Dr.
Brittany Lewis of Research in Action (RIA) and Dr.
Joi Lewis of Joi Unlimited, this work was spurred by
the murder of Mr. George Floyd at the hands of the
Minneapolis Police Department (MPD). This process
is an opportunity for true radical re-imagining of
what is possible within our collective efforts to
advance racial justice. Community stewards include
Lulete Mola, Marcus Owens, D.A. Bullock, Hani Ali,
T. Mychael Rambo, Tish Jones, Hassan As-Sidiq,
Pastor Brian Heron, Leslie Redmond, Sha Cage,
Nyemadi Dunbar, and Alex Steinman.
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ABOUT THE
INITIATIVE

Time of Reckoning consists of

five critical community healing

and policy action engagements
that aim to illustrate to the nation
what community-centered policy
change can look like. The first
three sessions were structured like
congressional hearings with the
goal of developing tangible actions
and bold visions for community
wellbeing. Forums focused on the
experiences of Black women and
girls; the experiences of Black men
and boys; and the experiences of
the Black extended and chosen
family. The fourth forum was

a Black Family Reunion that
harnessed the Black family reunion
structure to generate collective,
intergenerational wisdom for policy
recommendations.

We use healing justice as a
framework for this project. In this
context, healing is the process of
making ourselves or becoming
sound or whole again. In this work,
we are healing from trauma through
radical self-care. Healing justice

is an evolving political framework
shaped by economic and racial

justice that recenters the role of
healing inside of liberation. It seeks
to transform, intervene, and respond
to generational trauma and violence
in our movements, communities,
and lives and to regenerate our
traditions of liberatory and resiliency
practices that have been lost

(Page and Raffo, US Social Forum
Detroit).

In June 2021, conveners invited
the Black community to join key
policymakers in centering Black-led
solutions and accountability from
government leaders in addressing
the criminal justice system and

its collateral consequences.
Policymakers shared action

plans and community members
responded in small group
discussions. This report of the policy
action roundtable is a roadmap

for policymakers to implement the
changes called for by the Black
community. .




