
WHEREAS: The Latine community is an integral part of the well-being, success, and history of Minnesota, and represents a 

rich and diverse culture. Minnesota is home to more than 345,000 people who self-identify as Hispanic or 

Latine, accounting for 6.1% of the state’s total population; and 

WHEREAS: Latina, Latino, and Latine leaders hold significant roles across diverse sectors in Minnesota, serving as role 

models and contributing to the social cohesion of the state. Their participation spans volunteering, nonprofit 

work, entrepreneurship, health care, agriculture, the arts, and public service, all directed towards the well-

being of Minnesota’s communities; and 

WHEREAS: September 15 marks the anniversary of independence for several Latin American countries, including Costa 

Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Mexico celebrates its independence on September 16, 

and Chile on September 18; and 

WHEREAS:  45 years ago, Minnesota established the Minnesota Council on Latino Affairs (MCLA), an organization that 

continues to advocate for the rights, well-being, and empowerment of the Latine community. The MCLA serves 

as a bridge for communication and collaboration between Latine individuals and government, private sector 

entities, and nonprofits; and 

WHEREAS: Through decades of countless advocacy from the Latine community, in 2023 the Minnesota Legislature passed, 

and Governor Walz signed, the Driver’s License for All Bill, a historic achievement that grants access to driver’s 

licenses for people regardless of their immigration status and underscores Minnesota’s commitment to 

inclusivity and safety; and 

WHEREAS:  2023 marks the 10th anniversary of the passage of the Minnesota Dream Act, which facilitates access to state 

financial aid for undocumented students in Minnesota, thereby extending higher education opportunities; and  

WHEREAS: This month serves as an occasion to not only celebrate Latine heritage, but also to commemorate the significant 

milestones, histories, achievements, contributions, resilience, and diversity that hold profound importance for 

both the Latine community and the state of Minnesota. This collective recognition fosters the health, 

prosperity, and unity for all communities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TIM WALZ, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim Friday, September 15, to Sunday, October 15, 2023 as: 

LATINE HERITAGE MONTH 

in the State of Minnesota. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and 

caused the Great Seal of the State of Minnesota to be affixed at the 

State Capitol this 14th day of September. 

 GOVERNOR 

       SECRETARY OF STATE 




