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88 Total Responses

Dakota and St. Louis have more than one location 

Lyon/Lincoln and Chippewa/Lac Qui Parle/Yellow Medicine have joint law 
libraries 

About the Numbers:

Houston and Waseca do not have county law libraries

2 counties did not respond



Q2: When is your library open?

Answered: 88    Skipped: 0
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Q3: Does your library have staff available to 
assist patrons?
Answered: 88    Skipped: 0
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Q4: How many hours per week is this person 
available to assist patrons?
Answered: 29    Skipped: 59
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Comments Q4

There is not a certain person in the Law Library.  It is Court Administration that helps if 
necessary

Currently the library is open and staffed 50 hours per week.

Court admin staff help with basic questions and law clerks also do but most patrons use the 
help line.

The law librarian is there one day a week for approximately 3 hours.



Q5: What professional degrees or relevant 
experience does this person have?
Answered: 29    Skipped: 59



Q5: What professional degrees or relevant 
experience does this person have?
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Comments Q5

BS teaching degree in business; has worked for an attorney for several years. 

Our law clerk is available to assist 1 day a week, but court staff provides assistance 40 
hours per week upon request

These qualities are represented in different combinations among our staff.

Experience in court administration 



Q6: Does your library have a chair and table 
at which a patron can sit to work?
Answered: 88    Skipped: 0
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Comment Q6

Currently both desks have computers, but there are desks owned by the Courts outside of 
the library in the hall for patron use.



Q7: Does your library have a computer? (This 
computer would be different from the court-provided Self-Help terminal.)

Answered: 88    Skipped: 0
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Q8: Does the computer have any of the 
following?
Answered: 77    Skipped: 11
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Comments Q8

Not sure about Lexis?

We have multiple computer terminals.

also have HeinOnline and the NCLC databases

Copier.  There is certain internet access to allow the Judicial branch website and the E 
patron access



Q9: Does your Law Library Board of Trustees 
meet at least annually?
Answered: 88    Skipped: 0
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Comments Q9

Not for the past 2 years, but usual practice is to meet yearly

Law Library committee, County Attorney, county commissioner, Judge

At least annually, but often more frequently to address specific issues.

They don't meet regularly.

unknown

We did not physically meet together last year, but we had group communication via 
email between myself, judge and commissioner. I anticipate meeting prior to the end of 
this year.



Comments Q9

They are supposed to but I can't remember the last time they met.

We did not physically meet together last year, but we had group communication via email 
between myself, judge and commissioner. I anticipate meeting prior to the end of this year.

Every 2 years



Q11: Who oversees the operation of the law 
library? (handling bills, maintaining materials, etc.)

Answered: 88    Skipped: 0
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Comments Q11

Court Admin handles bills, law clerk handles materials 

Law Library Board

In the past our Ct. Adm took care of all law library things, however our new Ct. Adm says she'll 
have the law clerks take care of updating law library with new books, pocket parts, etc. 

Our previous court administrator did. No idea who will now.

Court reporter to chambered district court judge/law librarian

Court Admin pays bill, Law Clerk files materials



Comments Q11

Law Library Manager - contracted annually.  Not an employee

Secretary to the Board of Trustees

Billing, purchasing, capital expenses are handled by a purchasing agent at the County 
Auditor's office. Stocking of materials (which is becoming less of an issue) and responding 
to issues like printer out of paper etc. is handled by judicial law clerks.

Law clerks and County Attorney's Office Representative

Law Librarian



Comments Q11

County Auditor and District Court Judge

Court Administrator for bills, Judicial Law Clerks for materials

The law librarian prepares the billings and ordering of materials and the court administration 
processes the bills. 

The president is in charge of deciding what subscriptions are needed, the Court Administrator 
codes the bills for the Auditor.

County Administrator Executive Secretary oversees library operations.



Comments Q11

County Attorney Office Administrator handles bills, Self Help Program Staff maintains 
materials

don't know

Court administrator handles billing, Judicial law Clerk maintains materials. 

Law Librarian Secretary



Q12: Does your library participate in the 
State Law Library County Law Library 
Program (CLLP)?
Answered: 88    Skipped: 0
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Comments Q12

I believe we do, but I cannot remember what our classification is.

We did not submit for the CLLP this year, but plan to participate in Tier 2 next year.

not registered for this year, but usually participate in Tier 1



Q13: Does your library have any of the 
following materials? (Check all that apply)

Answered: 88    Skipped: 0
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Comments Q13

Duluth Library has the most materials

Some items are used in the county attorney's office and have not been placed in the law 
library.  Some items still need to be brought over to the law library which is in a different 
building than the county attorney's office.

Library is small.  Not all books are in the room, but they are available if party asks for 
them.  Some stored in court admin. office or chambers. 

Some of the Nolo publications are not current, as we do not have a standing order.  We 
update periodically.  One Lexis pub, the Family Law Practice Manual is up to date.



Comments Q13

We have numerous free materials posted in the law library and on display in our waiting 
area.  This is maintained by our law librarian, however, I don't know if everything is 
current.

All materials are online

Our hard copies are updated through 2014-2015. We ended the hard book updates and 
have the current 2016 versions on the Westlaw computer terminal for the public.



Q14: Does your library partner with another 
organization for expanded services?
Answered: 88    Skipped: 0
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Comments Q14

In discussion with Legal Aid for possible service.

Don't know

I don't know.

Volunteer Lawyers Network

Partner with the court and bar association to offer pro se clinics

VLN, Fathers’ Project, County Departments such as child support and social services, local 
attorneys. MN Justice Foundation and more



Comments Q14

At one point legal aid was putting on family law clinics at the law library, but the 
partnership was discontinued due to lack of interest/use and time constraints at the legal 
aid office. 

We partner with Legal Services of Northwest Minnesota to provide a person to assist pro 
se individuals complete forms required by the Court

I’m not sure. 

Not that I am aware of. 

We work with local attorney volunteers to staff our three legal advice clinics.  We provide 
space for SMRLS and Tubman when they have in-person intake hours.



Comments Q14

Sherburne County Law Library contracts with three local law firms. Every Tuesday and Thursday 
patrons can make an appointment to meet with an attorney for a legal consultation.

partnership with legal aid guaranteed through 2017

Unsure

MN State University Moorhead Livingston Lord Library

10th District Self Help



Additional Comments
Although, our library is not staffed normal hours, there is a phone number listed and 
people write notes or comments on sheets provided and place in door for response 
which we get back to the patron as soon as we can. 

We have a very bare bones Law Library. 

It would be nice if we did have a law librarian to answer and or assist our customers with 
their legal questions.

Lyon County and Lincoln County have combined to form the Joint Lyon-Lincoln County 
Law Library.

Law library fund is running low and will need to determine what is purchased and in what 
format.



Additional Comments
After a large restoration/remodel of the courthouse, we are in the process of updating and 
maintaining our law library to be more patron friendly. Our plans include adding a patron 
access terminal with a new computer and access to Westlaw, and ensuring there are updated 
materials that will supplement the computer access.

Law library funds are running low.  Will need to determine what publications are continued and 
in what format.

Our law library funding is running low and will need to take a hard look at what publications we 
will be able to continue providing and in what format.

Very limited funds for Law Library.  We only get West Law.



Additional Comments
We need to do some updating of materials.  We have a large collection of "historical" 
materials such as the Northwest Reporter and the Minnesota Reporter going back many 
years.  Our current information needs updating.  I plan to order some of the free 
materials from the Attorney General's office soon.

I would like to know what materials we are required to have in the law library.  We are 
very short of funds and need to drastically cut our expenses.

I would like to know exactly what we are required to have in our libraries.  Costs have 
skyrocketed and we don't have money to purchase everything being sent to us or told 
we MUST purchase.

We would like to partner more with public libraries.


