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PARADE PARADOX
Hurley v. Irish GLB Group of Boston, 
515 U.S. 557  (1995)
Private group with parade permit may exclude group (LGBT) with 
contrary “message.”
Unanimous ruling based on First Amendment:  “compelled speech” 
doctrine
Compare to Boy Scouts Litigation:
Boy Scouts of America v. Dale, 530 U.S. 640 (2000) 5-4 Decision
First Amendment Freedom of Association claim, may exclude adult gay 
members, “excessive association”
Minnesota Matter:  Roberts v. U.S. Jaycees, 
468 U.S. 609 (1984).  Upholds women 
membership in all-male Jaycees in 
Twin Cities Club under state Human Rights 
Act, rejecting “association” claim



AFFECTIONAL  ACTION 
St. Patrick’s Day litigation as precursor to sexual 
orientation and “same sex” marriage
Blanding v. Sports & Health Club, Inc., 373 N.W.2d 
784 (Minn. App. 1985)
St. Paul “affectional preference” Ordinance, $5,000 
award for gay man ejected from fitness facility due to 
dancing an Irish jig with another 
man on St. Patrick’s Day. The 
“impulsive” 4-5 step dance was 
not offensive to the community 
at large.”



Car Cases
*Private Insurance policy 
covers accident of taxi cab owner 
transporting couple to St. Patrick’s Day party 
without fee.
St. Paul Mercury Indemnity Co. v. Knoph, 251 
Minn. 366, 87 N.W.2d 636 (1958)
“Isolated instance” did not convert car to “a public conveyance” by “merely 
rendering a service to an Irishman to take him to a St. Patrick’s Day party.”

* * * * * * * * * * * * *
*DUI conviction upheld for alcohol test taken after inability to reach in 15 
minute span on St. Patrick’s Day 
evening.  State v. Miller, 2000 WL 462366 (Minn.
App. 2000) (unpublished).  Court rejects unavailability 
of counsel that evening, noting “St. Paddy’ Day strike force” 
“vindicated” right to counsel.



More Car Cases
• Bar tender’s tip to Austin police 
officer warranted DUI arrest.  
State v. Bishop, 2005 WL 2128154 
(Minn. App. 2005)(unpublished).
The information constituted “reasonable, articulate suspicion” 
as driver stopped for changing lanes without signaling.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
• Motor vehicle theft conviction affirmed for man who 

crashed into tree on snowy St. Patrick’s Day.  State v. Perry, 
2008 WL 3102472 (Minn. App. 2008)(unpublished).  Friend 
recanted claim he was driving and driver was in passenger 
seat: footprints in snow, dry floor mats, and witness 
testimony of only one occupant upheld conviction.



ROBERRY RULINGS
Two St. Patrick’s Day robbery convictions 
upheld by Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals.
• Armed robbery of St. Paul bank on St. 
Patrick’s Day and the killing of a security guard 
yields capital conviction.  U.S. V. Atten, 405 F.3d 940 (8th Cir. 2005).  Failing 
of indictment to include at least one statutory factor under Federal statute, 18 
U.S. § 3697(a) was “harmless” based on prior remark of intent to kill, spraying 
of bullets and explosives in case.
• Tavern robbery in wee hours of morning 
after St. Patrick’s Day upheld on basis of 
“reliable” identification by barmaid and 
others who were shown pictures of 
defendants.  Johnson v. Ryrick, 463 F.2d 1234 
(8th Cir. 1961)



INGRATIATING ISSUE
• Ramsey County prosecutor’s ingratiating comments on St. 

Patrick’s Day did not warrant reversal of Hispanic defendant’s 
criminal sexual conduct conviction.  State v. Cudlar, 2005 WL 
1875008 (Minn. App. 2005)(unpublished).  Prosecutor told 
jury she was “a little Irish” and expressed disappointment that 
only three jurors were wearing green 
apparel. 

“The trial as a whole” 
warranted conviction, despite the 
remarks seeking jurors to 
“be favorable to her.”



THANK YOU!

MARSHALL H. TANICK
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