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Summary of January 1, 2021 Rules Amendments

On January 1, 2021, significant amendments to the Rules of Civil
Procedure,* the General Rules of Practice,? and the Rules of Public Access® will go
into effect. The amendments are designed to address recurring issues presented by
the improper submission of non-public information in publicly accessible court
records.

Public Accessibility

Rule of Public Access 4 governs which case records are publicly accessible,
and which records are non-public. The term “records” is defined as “any recorded
information that is collected, created, received, maintained, or disseminated by a
court or court administrator, regardless of physical form or method of storage.”*
For the purposes of people preparing court filings, a non-public case record may be
a non-public document, or a non-public data element that appears in an otherwise
public court filing. Many of the non-public case records listed in Rule of Public
Access 4, such as medical records and death certificates, will be filed in the form
of non-public documents. Generally, filers are permitted to include information
from non-public documents in public filings when the information is necessary and
relevant to the issues before the court.> However, filers are not permitted to
include in public filings certain non-public data elements, such as restricted
identifiers or other specific data elements protected by applicable law, court rule,
or order.®

1 Order Promulgating Amendments to the Rules of Civil Procedure, ADM04-8001 (Minn. filed
June 29, 2020)

2 Order Promulgating Amendments to the General Rules of Practice for the District Courts,
ADMO09-8009 (Minn. filed June 29, 2020)

3 Order Promulgating Amendments to the Rules of Public Access to Records of the Judicial
Branch, ADM10-8050 (Minn. filed June 29, 2020)

4 MINN. R. PuB. Acc. 3, subd. 5.

> MINN. R. PuB. Acc. 4, subd. 4.
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