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A History of the Minnesota 
Supreme Court by the 

Numbers
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Hollinbeck v. Downey, 113 

N.W.2d 9 (Minn. 1962)Gave v. Pyrofax Gas 
Corp., 143 N.W.2d 

242 (Minn. 1966)

Berthiaume v. Erickson, 16 

N.W.2d 288 (Minn. 1944)



MEMBERSHIP INCREASES

AND RETIRED JUSTICES

30+ YEARS AT 7 JUSTICES
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THE TERRITORIAL 
COURT: 1849-1858

 Organic Act of Minnesota, ch. 121, 9 

Stat. 403 (Mar. 3, 1849)

 “The supreme court shall consist of a 

chief justice and two associate 

justices”

 One justice to each judicial district 
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THE TERRITORIAL 
COURT: 1849-1858

 Nominated/appointed by the president, 

advice/consent of the U.S. Senate

 4-year terms

 Pending, undetermined “suits, process 

and proceedings” in WI → transferred 

MN

7



THE TERRITORIAL 
COURT:    

1849-1858

 Goodrich, C.J.; Cooper, Meeker, JJ.:  

appointed 1849 (Taylor, president)

 Tennessee, Pennsylvania, Kentucky

 Goodrich: 1 opinion; removed, 1851

 Cooper, Meeker: replaced 1853 (Pierce, 

president) 8



THE TERRITORIAL 
COURT:    

1849-1858

 Dosnoyer v. Hereux, 1 Minn. 17 (1851) (Meeker, 

J.)

 Judgment for plaintiff for $40

 Reversed; “verdict set aside;” remanded for 

“venire facias de novo”

 Goodrich, C.J. dissenting (“Is there error in the 

charge of the court?  I think not.”).

 Trial judge: Goodrich 9



THE TERRITORIAL 
COURT:    

1849-1858

The chief justices

Fuller, C.J. (1851)

Hayner, C.J. (1852)

Welch, C.J. (1853-1858)
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THE TERRITORIAL 
COURT:    

1849-1858

Summary
16 opinions (Goodrich, Cooper, Meeker, JJ.)

81 opinions, Vol. 1, Minn. Reports (1850-

1858)

2 dissents
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1858-1880

May 24, 1858
Minn. Const. of 1857, art. VI, § 2

“one Chief Justice and two associate Justices”

The “Legislature, by a two-thirds vote,” may 

increase to four if “deemed necessary” 
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1858-1865

The first court
Emmett, C.J., Atwater, Flandreau, JJ.

Seven-year term

Vols. 2-9, Minnesota Reports

288 opinions, 1858-1864 
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1858-1865

The first court
Sanborn v. Webster, 2 Minn. 323 (1858)

“I erred in the measure of damages which I 

adopted below”

Flandreau, J.
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1865-1887

Increasing workload

1050 (est.) opinions, 1865-1880

2400 (est.) opinions, 1865-1887

Berry, J., 1865-1887
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1881-1912
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1881-1912

 Justice William Mitchell, 1881-

1900

 1,515 opinions (est.) + 50 (est.) 

dissents
80 opinions/year
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1881-1912

1895
State v. Hayward, 64 N.W. 90 (1895)

State v. Hayward, 65 N.W. 63 (1895)

High point: 695 cases
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT

1912-1930

1912
3 appeals/day, 5 days/week

Holt, J. elected (1912)

36-year tenure: 1,800+ opinions

19



THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1913

1913
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1913

1913
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:    

1913

Commissioner Homer B. Dibell

Commissioner Myron D. Taylor
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT:

1913--

Comm’r Dibell, 1913-1918: 300 op’ns

Comm’r Taylor, 1913-1930: 900 op’ns
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT

1912-1930

1914, 1916, 1926
 Constitutional amendments

 Increase to “one chief justice and six 

associate justices”

 REJECTED
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT

1930

Ballot question
Amend Article 6, section 2 “to make provision for 

two elective associate justices of  the supreme 

court to take the place of  two court 

commissioners now appointed by legislative 

authority”
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT

1930

Justice

Charles

Loring

Justice Ingerval M. Olson
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT: 

1930-1970
Commissioners

Holt, C.—1942-1948 (21)

Magney, C.—1953-1962 (40)

Gallagher, F., C.—1963-1970(180)
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT: 

1942-1970
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Minn. Stat. ch.

5, § 135 (1923)

Minn. Stat. 

§ 480.21 (1965)



THE STATE SUPREME 
COURT: 

1960-1970

Panels of five
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THE STATE 
SUPREME COURT 

1956
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THE STATE SUPREME 
COURT: 

1950-1972

 Filings increase steadily
 Hearings – 140 to 270/year
 Opinions – 180 to 330/year
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THE STATE SUPREME 
COURT: 

1960-1971
Retired justice (Gallagher, F.) + 1 
rotating DCT judge = panels of 3

Feb. 1971: legislative support 

sought for an increase in 

members from 7 to 9
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THE STATE SUPREME 
COURT: 

1971
Non-judicial commissioner

Richard J. Leonard (1971-1978)

Pre-hearing screening of cases
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THE STATE SUPREME 
COURT: 

1973

35

H.F. No. 223, 

ch. 726, 1973 

Minn. Laws



THE STATE SUPREME 
COURT: 

1973 -1985
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Associate Justice 

L. Yetka

Associate Justice 

G. Scott
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1980-The 9-member Minnesota Supreme 

Court



1982 Ballot Question
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November 1, 1983

Minnesota Court of Appeals

Popovich, C.J.

Foley, J.

Lansing, J.

Parker, J.

Sedgwick, J.

Wozniak, J.



THE STATE SUPREME 
COURT: 

1985
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THE STATE SUPREME COURT: 
1986-2019
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THE STATE SUPREME COURT: 
1986-2019
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THE STATE SUPREME COURT: 
1858-2019
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Summary

7-member court, with or without retired 

justices, since 1913

Appointed and retired-justice 

Commissioners = 35+ years/service

Appointed and retired-justice 

Commissioners = 1,200+ opinions
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