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2025 Highlights
30th Anniversary of the Minnesota Judicial Center

On May 7, 2025, the court celebrated the 30" Anniversary of the completion of the
Minnesota Judicial Center. There was a presentation as well as self-guided tours of the
building and a reception and exhibit in the library. Erica Nutzman began research and
preparations for the exhibit in 2021, with a review of the collection, siftfing through archival
documents, requesting materials from the Court Information Office, and visiting the
Minnesota Historical Society Library to search for historical photos. Photographs, slides, and
print materials were scanned so they could be added to the digital exhibit and collected
for inclusion in the physical exhibit. Sarah Larsen created a graphic timeline for the exhibit
as well as poster boards that were set up around the building with historical photos. She also
designed and created a souvenir booklet for reception attendees.

i ——

State Fair Trivia

This year the librarians at the State Law Library were tasked with coming up with court and
law related frivia questions for the Minnesota Judicial Branch's state fair booth. They
created almost 100 questions, many of which were chosen for use at the booth.


https://mncourts.libguides.com/MJC
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Justice Meyer Book Presentment

In 2025, the State Law Library completed the volume entitled “The Legal and Judicial
Career of Justice Helen Meyer. On April 9, 2025 the book was presented to Justice Meyer
and the Supreme Court at a court ceremony in the Capitol courtroom. Retired Associate
Justice G. Barry Anderson and Liz Kramer, Minnesota Solicitor General, spoke at the event.
The event was live streamed and recorded. The recording can be found here

https://mncourts.lioguides.com/meyer/video.

Associate Justice Helen Meyer (ret.) addresses the Supreme Court as Associate
Justice G. Barry Anderson (ret.) and Minnesota Solicitor General Liz Kramer look on.


https://mncourts.libguides.com/meyer/video

Assisting our Patrons
Answering Questions

Our patrons can contact us in person, via phone, chat, email, and mail. We try to serve
people in the manner that they prefer. In 2025, the reference librarians answered over
10,400 questions.

The State Law Library strives to provide statewide service. The library can determine which
county a patron is in for many questions that are received via email. (Either in emails that
are initiated by clicking on “Ask a Librarian” on our website and emails coming from
LawHelpMN.org.) The image below demonstrates that in 2025 the library received email
questions from every county in the state.

"

Counties from which the library received emails in 2025



HOW QUESTIONS WERE RECEIVED

Mail
1%
In Person
20%
Email
32%
Chat
4%
LawHelp
11%
Phone
32%
Jail PATRON TYPE
1% Private Altorney
8%
Government
2%
Courts
11%
Court (non-
Judicial)

<1%
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Topics of Questions Asked Percentage

Legal Research 14.3
Appeals 14.2
Probate and Estate Planning 13.8

Family Law 10.6
Landlord/Tenant 6.8
Court/Vital Records 6.5
Criminal Law/Traffic 6.5
General Civil 4.1

Court Process 2.9
Employment 2.8
OFP/HRO 2.1
Conciliation Court 2.1
Homeowners/Real Estate 2.0

Arficle Request 1.7

Brief Request 1.7
Consumer Issue 1.2
Bankruptcy/Debtor/Creditor 1.2

Name Change, Civil/Human Rights, Each topic
Government Benefits, Juvenile Court, accounted
Immigration, Tax, Business, Attorney/Judge for 1% or less

Complaints, Other

Ofther includes:
- Education Law
- Geneadlogy
- Water Law
- Firearms
- Environmental Law
- ldentity Theft
- Health Law
- Judicial History
- Tribal/State Gaming Compacts
- Municipal Law
- Election Law

A Sampling of Interesting Questions

— lam wondering if a landlord can restrict a tenant's right to have a video doorbell
outside of their apartment.

— Are rented storage units subject to landlord tenant laws about notices of rent
increases?

— lam wondering if my employer has the right to force me to share a photo of myself
in Mass communications.



Can a felon hunt in MN with a crossbow?

For a Minnesota statute that has been changed or repealed how do | locate the
identities of those associated with efforts to change/repeal?

Are children responsible for their parents’ medical bills after they pass away in the
state of Minnesota?

I'm looking for a copy of the statute in Minnesota that declares air rights of private
property are the exclusive ownership of the private property owner! Up to and below
navigable airspace.

I'm living in Minnesota, lending money to a family member in Wisconsin. Can a
promissory note be legal in either state? Which state controls - lender's or borrower'se

We had a death in the family and are trying to find out if someone was legally
married. How do we find that oute

I'm looking for the legislation effective July 1, 1949 that created State Highway 244.
How do | find older legislation? Specifically, the question is whether the road was
taken from Washington County or the affected cities.

My sister has been missing since 2020. We do not have a death certificate. | am
trying to obtain one and do not know how to proceed.

Dear Sir or Madam, | am writing from Austria, where | am a PhD candidate
conducting research on, among other topics, U.S. securities law. To continue my
work, | am seeking access to the legislative materials of the 1917 and 1925 Minnesota
Securities Acts. | am particularly interested in why the law was changed in 1925.
Unfortunately, | do not have access to the legislative materials and would
appreciate your assistance on this matter.

My sister who is currently in the Philippines wants me to become her POA on legal
transactions in the coming months. Can we get a POA form signed by her via e-
signature? If so, how?

| am researching the legislative history of Minn Stat 504B.425(e). Specifically, | am
looking into the idea of rent abatement in certain circumstances. | understand that
504B was created in 1999 through a large change of landlord tenant laws. It looks
like in part this may have originated from Minn Stat. 566.25. Are you able to help
provide any clarity on whether the language in 504B.425(e) came from 566.25 or
elsewhere?2 Additionally, are there any legislative materials, committee reports or
other documents that help explain the intent behind adding subdivision (e) during
the 1999 recodification? Lastly, information on Sec. 504B.385 - subd. 9(a) references
rent abatement remedy in 504B.425. Where did this language use to existe Thank
you!



— Can you put arestriction in a legal separation that the parties agree not to seek a
divorce within a certain time frame?

— Inservice of my history dissertation, | am trying to track down the case records of a
1948 Minnesota Supreme Court case. The author of a recent article on the case
instructed me that the trial court record is available in the appendices to the
Minnesota Supreme Court briefs. Would it be possible for you to verify whether these
materials exist in your collection? Is there any chance that you would be willing to
share the materials with me digitally? (I live in NYC and go to school in California, so |
am unfortunately quite far away.)

—  What is the Minnesota state law with how many farm animals are allowed per one
acre of land?

— Parents are buried in a family plot, one sibling demands removal to a public
cemetery. | find very little treatise or controlling law directly relating to who has rights
in a burial plot, other than Minn. Stat. 307. Does the library have any direct or
secondary source material that may help my understanding of family options?

Appellate Self-Help Clinics

Cases with at least one pro se party constituted 36% of all filings to the Court of Appeals in
2025. To assist, the State Law Library offers two appellate self-help clinics. The general
Appeals Self-Help Clinic is offered once per month. In 2025, the clinic assisted 110 people.
(There were 151 appointments, as some customers attended more than once.) The top
three types of cases seen at the clinic were family law (39%), general civil (25%), and HRO
(14%). Five customers were referred by clinic attorneys for full representation and two were
provided free appellate representation by a volunteer attorney.

The State Law Library also continues to offer an Unemployment Appeals Self-Help Clinic
twice per month to assist people appealing a denial of unemployment benefits to the
Court of Appeals. The vast majority of these types of appeals (21%) involve an
unrepresented party. In 2025 the clinic assisted 51 people. Five customers attended the
clinic more than once.

Probate Clinic

The law library’s Probate Clinic offers brief legal advice for simple probate process
questions. It is a phone clinic, so it is available to people statewide. Issues not covered are
guardianship/conservatorship, tax, medical assistance, complex litigations, and questions
about the law in other states. 213 people were assisted by the clinic in 2025.


https://mn.gov/law-library/services/clinics/appealsclinic.jsp
https://mn.gov/law-library/services/self-help-clinics.jsp#Unemployment

Online Presence

Welbsite

Our legal research guides had 139,521 views total. The five most popular guides in 2025
were Appeadls; Immigration; Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning; Child Custody and Parenting

Time; and Probate and Estate Administration.

Online Video Tutorials

The library has created several online video tutorials. Their usage is provided below.

Video Tutorial Date 2025 Views
Posted

Finding Case Law 3/13/2023 313
Finding Sample Briefs 3/13/2023 118
Finding Minnesota Statutes 11/12/2025 12
Steps in an Appeal 5/3/2024 459
Filing a Civil Appeal at the Minnesota Court of 7/12/2021 551
Appeals
Filing an Unemployment Appeal at the Minnesota 8/4/2024 358
Court of Appeals
Filing an Eviction Appeal at the Minnesota Court 5/11/2022 173
of Appeals
Asking for a Fee Waiver for an Appeal 10/12/2023 153
Informal Appellate Briefs 4/5/2024 930
Total 3,067

Opinion and Briefs Archives

Since 1996, the State Law Library has provided an online, searchable database of
appellate court decisions. In 2025, the library added 1,488 opinions to the database.

The library also maintains a searchable database of appellate briefs from precedential
Minnesota Court of Appeals and Supreme Court cases. Comprehensive coverage goes
back to 2002, and staff adds additional older briefs or briefs from non-precedential cases as



http://mncourts.libguides.com/?b=s
https://mn.gov/law-library/search/?v:sources=mn-law-library-opinions
https://mn.gov/law-library/search/?v:sources=mn-law-library-briefs&timeout=0

requested. Last year library staff added 1,478 briefs to the online archive. 325 of the added
briefs were digitized from microfiche and added to the library’s archive.

Social Media
The library now has 541 Facebook followers. The library's X (Twitter) feed now has 1,290
followers.

Current Awareness

Each month, the State Law Library compiles a list of articles of interest to the courts and
distributes the articles to all members of the Judicial Branch via email. The library also sends
out a list of new books each month.

Interlibrary Loan

The State Law Library provides an interlibrary loan service for the Judicial Branch. This
includes both books and journal articles. In 2025, the library obtained 158 items for the court
and shared 72 items with other libraries.

Continuing Legal Education

The State Law Library offers free CLEs for the judicial branch and other interested attorneys.
In 2025, the library hosted eleven public CLE programs (5.5 standard credits, 1 mental
health, 2 ethics, and 3 elimination of bias credits). There were 1,196 attendees for the live
CLEs in 2025.

The library also offers several CLEs for on-demand credit via its website. This has been a
popular feature. The library had 17 CLEs available for on-demand credit during 2025. The
courses had a total of 9,570 views during the year. 3,224 lawyers reported attendance for
these courses.

Judicial Law Clerk Assistance

The library communicates to the court’s law clerks via a quarterly law clerk newsletter and
has a dedicated law clerk assistance email account. It is a popular service, and the library
regularly gets emails from law clerks all over the state. (24 counties in 2025.)

Liz Reppe and Sarah Larsen taught several training sessions for the new appellate law clerks
on how to conduct Minnesota legislative history research. In addition, Sarah Larsen
provided training for the new appellate clerks on the Minnesota legal resources available
at the State Law Library.

Kudos

The State Law Library aims to provide excellent service to all our patrons. We appreciate
knowing if we are succeeding. Below is a sampling of feedback we have received.
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https://www.facebook.com/MNStateLawLibrary
https://twitter.com/StateLawLibrary?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.gov%2Flaw-library%2F
https://mncourts.libguides.com/newbooks
https://mn.gov/law-library/services/index/

- Thank you so much for your help. That is exactly what | needed. | appreciate your
fime and help! — district court law clerk

- Thank you so much for doing what you do. — private attorney

- Thank you so much for your prompt response and valuable information!!! — public
patron

- Thank you so much for taking the time to help me with this! | appreciate the extra
resources. — librarian

- Thank you so much for your prompt and informative response. | will follow up with the
wonderful resources you have provided. Thank you so much — public patron

- Immensely helpfull Thank you. — private attorney

- With thanks again for your willingness to dig for hidden treasure — administrative law
judge

-~ Wow! Whoever you are, you are amazing and | sooooo appreciate your help! —
public patron

- Thanks so much, you've always had great customer service! — Assistant County
Attorney

-~ You are amazing. | was not aware of the time constraints the attorney was under
and truly appreciate you working with me, going the extra mile, to get this done. I've
got nothing negative to say about the California courts and law libraries, but of
course | picked Minnesota, where the law librarians are all above average, to reach
out to first. Thank you! — law firm librarian

- You are a lifesaver. My wires had been so crossed. | really appreciate this guidance.
— appellate law clerk

- You are extremely helpful and I'm very grateful. — public patron

Outreach

The State Law Library works to reach people outside of its walls. In a typical year staff travel
to public libraries, bar association meetings, and county law libraries to raise awareness of
the State Law Library and its services. Since 2017, the law library has had a librarian
dedicated to these activities.

Legal Community

Organization/Event Ovutreach Activity Staff Date
First Judicial District Court, | Presentation: Minnesota Sarah Larsen February
All-staff Day State Law Library: Who

11



We Are, What We Do,
and How We Can Help
You

11t District Bar Association | Presentation: Skip Tracing | Liz Reppe March
St Thomas Law School, Presentation: Minnesota
Understanding Legislative | Legislative History Liz Reppe April
Intent course Research
St. Thomas Law School Presentation: Prepare to Sarah Larsen April
Practice panel presented with a
law firm and
academic
librarian
New Attorney Swearing In | Informational table Sarah Larsen May
Minnesota CLE Presentation: Researching | Sarah Larsen, May
Indian Law presented with
Judge Colette
Routel and
Professor Sarah
Deer
7th District Bar Association Presentation: Law library Liz Reppe May
resources for attorneys
12th District Bar Association | Presentation: Free Legal Liz Reppe June
Resources on the Internet
MSBA Appellate Practice | Training for Appeals Clinic | Liz Reppe September
Section volunteers
New Attorney Swearing In | Informational table Sarah Larsen October
Library Community/Public
Organization Outreach Activity Staff Date
Osher Lifelong Learning Law library tour and Sqroh Larsen,
. . ) k . Erica Nutzman, .
Institute (OLLI), University of | presentations by library S April
. Ally Ososki, Liz
Minnesota staff
Reppe

12




. . Sarah Larsen,
Court's informational

Minnesota State Fair Erica Nutzman, | August
booth .

Liz Reppe
Minnesota Library Panel Presentation: Erica Nutzman | October
Association Annual Getting to Know MnPALS
Conference
Minitex Technical Services Panel Presentation: Elizabeth November
Symposium Steering Through Change: | Tuckwood

Perspectives on the State
of Cataloging in Minnesota

Libraries
St. Kate's Master’s in Library | Library four and Q & A with | Liz Reppe November
Science program students

Newsletters

The State Law Library uses three newsletters to connect to patrons. There is a newsletter for
law clerks that goes out four times per year, a county law library version that goes out twice
per year, and a general newsletter, Inter Alia, that is sent four times per year, has nearly
7,000 subscribers.

Book Club

The library continues to host the Minnesota Judicial Center book club. The first meeting
occurred in November 2023. The current distribution list includes 64 people, and 15-20
regularly attend. Attendees represent over a dozen divisions/departments in the building.

County Law Libraries

Assistance

By statute, the State Law Librarian is tasked with assisting and advising county law libraries.
The library has two programs for county law libraries. Members receive materials and
assistance from the State Law Library. In 2025, 52 county law libraries (out of 82) opted in. 24
of those counties chose a level of service that includes a visit from either the State Law
Librarian or the County Law Library Program Coordinator.

Date Activity
Carver — attend board meeting
Grant — attend board meeting
Nobles — visit

Traverse — attend board meeting

January

13


https://mn.gov/law-library/about-us/newsletter.jsp
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/134A.16

Wilkin — attend board meeting

February

Carlton - visit

March

Attend joint law library meeting (Big Stone, Grant, Pope,

Stevens, Traverse, Wilkin)

April

Big Stone - attend board meeting

May

Beltrami - visit

Big Stone — visit
Brown - visit
Clearwater — visit
Grant — visit
Pope - visit
Stevens — visit
Todd - visit
Traverse — visit
Wilkin — visit

June

Kanabec - visit
Norman - visit
Otter Tail - visit

July

Grant — attend board meeting
Kandiyohi — visit

Lake - visit

MclLeod - visit

Meeker — visit

Wilkin — attend board meeting

August

Cook - visit

September

Cottonwood - visit
Murray - visit
Nobles - visit

November

Hubbard — attend meeting
Le Sueur — visit

County Law Library Survey
In 2025 the library updated its county law library survey. 77 counties responded; 4 counties

did not participate. Topics surveyed include the physical space, hours, services, staffing,

and resources.

14


https://mn.gov/law-library/assets/CLLP%20Survey%202025_tcm1041-715830.pdf
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Kanabec County Law Library

Exhibits/Display Cases

In the spring, the Minnesota Judicial Center celebrated its 30" Anniversary and the library
installed an exhibit of artifacts and documents relating to the history of the building as well
as posters that were set up around the building. Later in the year the display “Famous Trials
was installed.

15



Preserving Court History

The library continues work on the project to digitize historic appellate briefs from the
microfiche collection. Staff have scanned, redacted, and uploaded 4,112 briefs from the
early 1980s since 2019.

The library worked with LLMC Digital to digitize the collection of historic handwritten briefs.
This project was completed in 2025. 83 volumes were scanned. The briefs are available in
the LLMC database.

The State Law Library has a digital archives management tool, the Minnesota Digital Law
Library. It includes digitized copies of archival materials, such as videos, photographs and
documents. 74 archival items were added to the platform during 2025.

Managing the Collection

The Technical Services department is responsible for making all types of library materials
available to the public and the judiciary. This department ensures that the library materials

16


https://mndigitallawlibrary.mnpals.net/
https://mndigitallawlibrary.mnpals.net/

are relevant, current, and easy to find, both on and off-line. It is also responsible for making
briefs available to the public in a variety of formats: print, microfiche, and through the
online archive. In addition, the department preserves historic court materials. The cataloger
works with four county law libraries to make their materials searchable online.

2025 Statistics

e 462 items circulated, 1,139 items used in the library

e 2,219 updates added in the three libraries (new replacement volumes, hardbound
supplements, loose-leafs, pocket parts)

e 388 new fitles added

e 2,534 electronic resources added

e 82 original cataloging records created

e 301 Federal Depository Library items added, 512 deleted

e 150 fitles cataloged for County Law Libraries, 111 deleted

e 11,760 visits to our catalog

Minnesota Legal Periodical Index

The Minnesota Legal Periodical Index (MLPI) is a database of Minnesota legal periodicals
that the State Law Library has developed and maintained since 1984. In 2025, the
Cataloger indexed 986 articles for the MLPI. Many of the added articles are from the earlier
paper versions of the MLPI from before it went online which gives the database a deeper
set of resources to draw from when searching.

Appellate Briefs

The library provides access to appellate briefs in multiple formats. For Minnesota appellate
decisions that are published in the Northwestern Reporter, the library binds the briefs and
their addenda to ensure long-term access. These materials are heavily used by attorneys.
All briefs associated with precedential opinions are added to the archive and all briefs filed
in Supreme Court cases are added weekly.

e 54 new volumes of bound briefs were added to the collection.

e 1,478 briefs were added to the library’s online database
e 325 of the added briefs were digitized from microfiche and added to the library’s
archive.

Law Library Service to Prisoners (LLSP)

About the Program

Under an Inter-Agency Agreement between the Minnesota Department of Corrections
(MNDOC) and the Minnesota State Law Library (MSLL), the Law Library Service to Prisoners

17


https://mn.gov/law-library/search/?v:sources=mn-law-library-articles&timeout=0
https://mn.gov/law-library/search/?v:sources=mn-law-library-briefs

(LLSP) program provides law library service to people incarcerated in a MNDOC facility or
otherwise under MNDOC jurisdiction.

Legal information requests are accepted by "kite," a request form available to Incarcerated
Persons (IPs) at their facility. In addition, IPs may submit requests via phone or letter. LLSP
librarians also conduct video visits in which IPs meet via Zoom with an LLSP librarian to
discuss their legal information request. The law librarians have regular monthly video visits
with all eight facilities.

In 2025, there was a spike in requests by phone. The increase is likely the result of Minnesota
Statute §241.252, which came into effect July 1, 2023, making phone calls free of charge for
incarcerated individuals. Requests by phone increased 36% from 2024 to 2025 and have
nearly doubled from the 707 phone call requests received in 2020.

2025 Statfistics
8,160 DOC prison population (as of 01/01/2026)
20,105 Questions answered
1,351 Phone calls (36% increase from 2024)
477 Video visits (12% increase from 2024)
29,544 ltems sent
2,445 Individual IPs assisted
ITEMS BY TOPIC
Other Exact citation
Contact 6% provided by IP
Information 30%
6%
Post
Sentencing
1%
Criminal
18%
- Family/Civil
Conditions of 20%

Confinement
9%

18



REQUESTS BY MNDOC FACILITY

. Faribault
Stillwater 21%

14%
Shakopee
5%
Lino Lakes
7%
Saint Cloud
1%
Moose Lake
1%
) MSOP
Rush City Oak Park 1%
16% Other Heights

2% 12%

Professional Activities in the Legal/Library Community
Legal

Sarah Larsen
- Member, Minnesota Judicial Branch Self-Represented Litigant Working Group

—  Member, MSBA Access to Justice Committee, Resource Development
Subcommittee
- Member, Minnesota Judicial Branch State Fair Steering Committee

Erica Nutzman
—  Member, Minnesota Supreme Court Historical Society’s Preservation Committee

Library
Leslie Greenwood
— Chair, Bylaws Committee, Government Law Libraries Special Interest Section,
American Association of Law Libraries

Sheri Huppert

— Member, Regional Advisory Group, Federal Depository Library Program Secretary,

Midwest National Collection Service Area (NCSA) Steering Committee

Sarah Larsen
- Member, Annual Meeting Program Committee, American Association of Law
Libraries
- Secretary/Treasurer, Minnesota Association of Law Libraries

19



— Chair, Nominations Committee, Legal Information Services to the Public Special
Interest Section, American Association of Law Libraries
—  Mentor, American Association of Law Libraries Leadership Academy

Erica Nutzman
— Treasurer, Capitol Area Library Consortium (CALCO)

— Chair, Archives Committee, Minnesota Association of Law Libraries
— Member, MNPALS RFP Task Force

— Author, A librarian’s role in historical preservation, 48 MALL Newsletter 2 (p. 3), Spring

2025

Ally Ososki
-~ Member, Diversity Committee, Minnesota Association of Law Libraries
- Board Advisor, ITHAKA

Liz Reppe
—  Member, Nominations Committee, American Associatfion of Law Libraries
-  Member, Appointments Committee, American Association of Law Libraries
— Member, Principles & Standards for Legal Research Review Special Committee,
American Association of Law Libraries
—  Mentor, American Association of Law Libraries

Valerie Salazar
- Chair, Newsletter Committee, Minnesota Association of Law Libraries

Elizabeth Tuckwood
- Member, MNPALS Cataloging Policy Group
-~ Member, MnPALS Cataloging Community of Interest

Financial Summary (FY25)

Budget Allocations
$2,531,092 in expenditures
Books & Periodicals * Other Operating t

8% T 3%

Online subscriptions A
10%

Rent
31%

Personnel
48%

* Includes materials for the Minnesota Supreme Court
t Includes expenses for binding, postage, phone, website, copying, equipment, supplies, etc.
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Library Staff

Kaitlin Crawford, Technical Services Clerk

Elvira Embser, Head of Public Services

Leslie Greenwood, Reference Librarian

Gabby Holzmer, Law Library Service to Prisoners Librarian
Sheri Huppert, Government Documents Librarian

Karen Kenison, Technical Services Technician

Debbie Kitzmann, Technical & Outreach Services Clerk
Sarah Larsen, Qutreach Librarian

Cecile Nicholas, Technical Services Clerk

Erica Nutzman, Head of Technical Services

Allyson Ososki, Law Library Service to Prisoners Librarian
Liz Reppe, State Law Librarian

Valerie Salazar, Law Library Service to Prisoners Librarian
Elizabeth Tuckwood, Technical Services Librarian

Scoftt Uhl, Electronic Services Librarian

Leadership

Many thanks go to Associate Justice Paul Thissen who is the library’s Supreme Court licison.

The law library appreciates his interest and guidance.
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