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Wong-Kong Har Wun Sun Assn. v. Chin
2018 Minn. Ct. App. WL  (Minn. App. Ct. 

1988)(unpublished)
Landlord-tenant dispute, at future site of Target 

Center
Tenant has 3-year lease
Timberwolves get option to purchase and tenant 

to vacate in mid-term
Default eviction proceeding – tenant one hour late 

for Unlawful Detainer proceeding:  Default



● Reasonable Defense on Merits
● Reasonable Excuse for Default
● Due Diligence
● No Prejudice

Upshot:  Timberwolves buy property 
and raze building, buy-out tenant



Skutt v. Minneapolis Basketball Corp., 261 Minn. 574
110 N.W.2d 495 (1961)
Minority shareholder obtains trial court order for access 
to corporate records
5-time world champions George Mikan
Interlocutory appeal by Lakers Dismissed:  Not Appealable                Player of the First 

Half Century
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Lakers “succession:  Minnesota Muskies in ABA (succeeded by Pipers)
Minnesota Muskies v. Hudson, 294 F. Supp. 979 (M.D.N.C. 1969)
Former Gophers Stan Lou Hudson leaves NBA St. Louis Hawks, signs with Muskie’s, then
re-signs with Hawks, then moving to Atlanta ($34,000 x 5 years).
Muskies/ now Floridians denied injunction due to “unclean hands” while under legal and
“moral” obligation to the Hawks.
Court excoriates Muskies general manager for conduct “tainted with unfairness and 

injustice.”



 304 Minn. 312, 23 N.W.2d 81 (1975):  Same GM 
wins breach of contract case; tries to garnish 
$50,000 performance bond with league.  After seven 
years, claim dismissed because the bond not “due 
absolutely and without any contingency.”

Rubin v. United States, 380 Supp. 1176 (W.D. Pa.
1974)  CEO of Muskies’ successor, the Pipers, liable 
for unpaid withholding taxes after team returned to 
Pittsburgh after one dismal season here.



Mueller v. Board of Regents, 855 F.2d 855 (8th Cir. 1988):
Termination of University of Minnesota intramural sports
director for “prolonged” misuses of the U’s name, personnel,
and resources for personal gain, rejecting legal protection to
private summer basketball camps operated by basketball
counselors.

Behagen v. Intercollegiate Conference of Faculty Directors,
341 F. Supp. 602 (D. Minn. 1972) (Larson J.) Suspension of
two Gopher basketball players after Oho State Brawl of the
Bakers enjoined due to lack of Due Process because of no
notice of hearings, hearing and the players returned to the
court, but alas, the defending Big Ten champions were edged
out for the title by Ohio State, no less.



But Due Process was 
accorded another state
player Mychal Thompson (father of Golden State’s 
Kley Thompson) forced to sit out several games five 
years later because of receiving “extra benefits” in 
violation of NCAA regulations. In Regents v. NCAA, 
560 F3d 352 (8th Cir. 1976), the Eighth Circuit 
reversed a lower court injunction obtained by the 
University, which refused to follow a directive from 
the regulating body, reasoning that the NCAA fact-
finding procedures satisfied Due Process.



Thompson, the school’s all-time leading scorer, 
and 1st draft choice of the NBA, was back in a 
Minnesota courtroom in Thompson v. First 
National Bank of St. Paul, 360 N.W.2d 446 
(Minn. App. 1985).  He was one of a group of 
investors sued on promissory notes for youth 
basketball camps run under his name.  The Court 
of Appeals upheld long arm jurisdiction on him, 
due to the “nature” and “quality” of his contacts 
with the state.



Another basketball tussle, Hall v. 
University of Minnesota, 530 F. 
Supp. 104 (D. Minn. 1982), featured 
Gopher guard Mark Hall, who sued           Judge Miles Lord

to be placed in an appropriate academic program and 
complete his eligibility.  Judge Miles Lord ordered the 
University to do so noting “serious and troubling” 
questions about the “tug of war” between academics 
and sports because he was enticed here from his 
Massachusetts home “to be a basketball player, not a 
scholar.”  But he soon left the team in the midst of a 
Big Ten championship season and regrettably died 
six years later in a cocaine incident.



A pair of lawsuits by the student newspaper       Minnesota Daily

of the University of Minnesota, the Minnesota Daily, 
yielded investigative reports about irregularities in the 
University’s basketball and football programs.  Daily v. 
University of Minnesota, 432 N.W.2d 189 (Minn. App. 
1988), & No. 89-6955 (Hennepin County District Court, 
1989).
Both cases turned on “public data” under the Minnesota 
Government Data Practices Act, with redactions of the 
names of individuals and other identifying characteristics. 
The former was a groundbreaking case, one of the first 
judicial rulings meaning disclosure of NCAA infractions.   
It formed a precedent for other more expensive rulings 
around the country.



Contentious canning of a pair of 
high school basketball coaches led to enactment of a 
statute providing for limited Due Process.  In Chiodo
v. Bd of Education Special Sch. Dist. No. 1 
(Minneapolis), 250 Minn. 380, 215 N.W.2d 806 (1974), 
the Supreme Court upheld the discharge of a long 
time Marshall High School coach on grounds that 

coaching is not protected by the 
teacher  “tenure” law Minn. Stat. §
125.12.  It followed the “unanimity” of
other jurisdictions “denying 



tenure to coaches and other similar positions.”  
The ruling was reaffirmed in Stang v. ISA #191 
(Burnsville), 256 N.W.2d 812 (Minn. 1977), 
holding that, without tenure, basketball coaches 
lack any Due Process rights.  The ruling then led 
to an odd twist, Minn. Stat. § 125.121, codifying 
coaches as “at will” subject to termination for 
“any reason,” but granting them Due Process 
rights of notice and a hearing.



But even that did not help the girls basketball coach 
in Dawson.  In Hahn v. ISD #378 (Dawson),  386 N.W.2d 
789 (Minn. App. 1986), the appellate court held that non-
renewal of a year-to-year coaching contract did not 
constitute a “termination” grievance to any  Due Process 
rights.

A high school basketball coach’s claim of 
defamation and false reporting of child maltreatment 
against parents of team members was dismissed in 
McGuire v. Bowlin, 2018 WL 6273533 (Minn. App. 2018) 
(unpublished).  The coach, like Minnesota public school 
teachers, was deemed a “public official”and unable to 
establish “actual malice” (knowing falsity or reckless 
disregard of the truth) under the New York Times standard.



A school’s excess insurance policy had to cover 
injuries incurred in a scuffle during a high school 
basketball game in a physical education class that 
left one student a quadriplegic.  In Fire & 
Casualty Co. v. Auto Owners Insurance  Co., 433 
N.W.2d (Minn. 1982), the Supreme Court held 
that school’s carriers had to pay, not homeowners 
insurance of the assailant, rejecting a “closer to 
the risk” analysis in favor of an “insuring intent” 
criterion.



A school district  was obligated to defend a 
male high school basketball coach in a civil 
lawsuit for sexual improprieties.

 In Horace Mann Ins. Co. v. ISD #656 (Faribault), 355 
N.W.2d 415 (Minn. 1984), the District had an 
“absolute” statutory duty to defend under Minn. 
Stat. § 127.03, subd. 2,  but no duty to indemnify if 
the coach were to be found liable.  The District’s 
insurance had no duty at all under the “intentional 
act” exclusion in the policy.



●Summary judgment was reversed for a school 
district in a lawsuit by a student injured in horseplay 
while leaving game in Backus v. ISD #114 (Backus), 
355 N.W.2d 182 (Minn. App. 1984).  Disputed facts 
regarding school’s  duty to maintain and supervise 
post-game hijinks.
●School district was liable for Rochester player 
injured when sliding under bleachers in Pumper v. 
ISD #535 (Rochester), 1989 WL 17603 (Minn. App. 
1989)(Unpublished).  School was negligent for failure 
“to maintain the gymnasium in a safe condition,” 
while rejecting assumption of risk defense.



 Suppression of statements made by University 
basketball player charged with rape in a 
dormitory upheld in State v. Lee, 376 N.W.2d 
259 (Minn. App. 1985).  Challenged statements 
not applicable and did not have “critical 
impact” because victim was competent to 
testify and supported by corroborative, 
evidence.  Defendant was  acquitted.  Later 
charged with a similar offense after a game, 
acquitted again, but thrown off team.



 Intruder in vacant facility in Albert Lea 
being courted from basketball court to an ice rink convicted of 
“burglary” despite claim that edifice with one wall removed 
was not a “building” under burglary statute, Minn. Stat. §
609.58, subd. 2.  Supreme Court decides “close question in favor 
of conviction because structure could provide “shelter”
 Truchinski v. United States, 393 F.2d 627 (8th Cir. 
1965).  Federal wagering law to convicted basketball gambler 
not violative of freedom of speech.
 Gambler’s car and currency deemed forfeited under Federal 
Law because it was used instrumentality for illegal wagering in 
One 1968 Lincoln Continental Sedan v. United States, 360 F.2d 
469, 447 (8th Cir. 1966).



 FINAL FOUR BRACKETS

Auburn 
(Mascot – Tiger)

v.

Virginia 

(Mascot – Cavalier)

Michigan State 
(Mascot – Spartan)

v.

Texas Tech 
(Mascot – Red 
Raider)



 _______________?

 We are the champions, my friend!



1. What was the Gopher men’s record in 1996-1997 when they went 
to the Final Four?

a.  31-4
b.  34-3
c.   28-7
d.   30-6

2. How many times have Women Gophers played in Final Four?
a.  3
b.  2
c.  1
d.  0

3. Who holds single season men’s Gophers scoring record?
a.  Kevin McHale
b.  Sam Jacobson
c.  Mychal Thompson
d.  Randy Breuer



4. Who holds single season women’s Gophers scoring record?
a.  Rachel Banham
b.  Lindsay Whalen
c.  Janet McCarville
d.  Linda Roberts

5. Who is longest tenured U of M basketball coach?
a.  John Kundla
b.  Clem Haskins
c.  L.J. Cooke
d.  Dr. H.L. Williams

6. What school has won most MIAC men’s titles?
a.  St. John’s
b.  UMD
c.  Augsburg
d.  St. Thomas
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