












Section XIX 

of the Minnesota Reports, with the others continuing 

through the current volume, 198. 

 

  Upon the resignation of Chief Justice Samuel B. 

Wilson, which became effective September 4, 1933, Governor 

Floyd B. Olson appointed John P. Devaney to the chief 

justiceship. 

 

  Judge Devaney was born on a farm near Lake Mills, 

Iowa, June 30, 1883.  When eighteen he came to Minnesota 

and entered the University, the institution from which he 

was later to gain three degrees.  Upon being admitted to 

the bar in 1907 he at once became an active practitioner in 

Minneapolis. 

 

  He received his appointment to the chief 

justiceship on September 7, 1933, and two months later, in 

November, was elected.  Four years later, in order that he 

could devote all his time to private matters, Chief Justice 

Devaney resigned.  The resignation was tendered early in 

1937 and was effective February 15, of that year. 

 

  However, since his retirement, Judge Devaney has 

recently come to be more and more before public notice, 

particularly in matters of national political scope.  

During the latter part of March, 1937, appearing as 

president of the National Lawyers Guild, he testified 

before a judiciary committee of the United States Senate 

and gave views favorable to the Roosevelt sponsored 

proposal to increase the number [-5-] of justices on the 

United States supreme Court bench to fifteen. 
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