












Section X 

  Judge Wilson served as a member of the House in 

1880 and 1881 and of the Senate from 1883 to 1885.  In 1886 

he was elected to Congress where he served one term.  In 

1890 he was the candidate of the Democratic party for 

governor, but was defeated.  Throughout his long life Judge 

Wilson was active in civic and public affairs. 

 

  He was, of course, the second chief justice of 

the court, succeeding as he did Lafayette Emmett who was 

the first.  The opinions of Judge Wilson appear in volumes 

9 to 14 of the Minnesota [-5-] Reports, and number 126 

majority opinions and 3 dissents. 

 

  Samuel J. R. McMillan was born in Born in 

Brownsville, Pennsylvania, February 22, 1826, and died in 

1897.  He was graduated from Western University of 

Pennsylvania in 1846, studied law and was admitted to the 

bar in 1849.  Three years later he came to Minnesota 

Territory, settling in Stillwater.  Upon the admission of 

Minnesota as a state he was chosen judge of the first 

judicial district, continuing in that office until 1864, 

meanwhile gaining an enviable reputation as a district 

judge. 

 

  He was appointed from the district bench to the 

supreme court in 1864 to fill one of the vacancies created 

by the resignations of Judges Flandrau and Atwater.  Then 

in the fall of 1864, and again in 1871, he was re-elected 

to the same office.  Following Chief Justice Ripley’s 

resignation in 1874 Governor Davis appointed Justice 

McMillan chief justice.
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