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5:00 p.m. 
Iron Range Resources  

Eveleth, Minnesota 
 

I. Roll Call 
 
Representative David Dill, Chair, called the meeting to order at approximately 5:00 p.m.  
Present:  Representative Tom Anzelc, Representative Tom Rukavina, Representative Tony 
Sertich, Representative Loren Solberg, Senator Tom Saxhaug, Senator Rod Skoe, Senator David 
Tomassoni, Senator Yvonne Prettner Solon, Citizen Joe Begich and Citizen Jack Ryan.  Absent:  
Senator Tom Bakk and Citizen Shelley Robinson.  Also present:  Sandy Layman, Commissioner; 
Brian Hiti, Deputy Commissioner; Doug Gregor, Assistant Attorney General; Matt Sjoberg, 
Development Strategies Director; Roy Smith, Workforce Development Coordinator; Dan Jordan, 
Mining Program Supervisor; Dave Hart, Loan Officer Supervisor; Rick Anderson, Loan Officer 
Sr.; Richard Walsh, Community Development Representative; Jean Dolensek, Chief Financial 
Officer; Marianne Bouska, Strategic Results Manager; Linda Johnson, Giants Ridge® Golf & 
Ski Resort Director; Jim Plummer, Real Property and Laurentian Vision Partnership 
Coordinator; Sheryl Kochevar, Communications & Media Coordinator; Laureen Hall, Executive 
Assistant; Kim Anderson, Executive Assistant; Larry Lehtinen, Chairman of the Board & CEO, 
Magnetation, Inc. (MI); Ed Shaughnessy, Director, MI; Tom Hammerlund, Director; MI 
 
II. Approval of the May 21, 2008, Minutes 
 
Senator David Tomassoni moved approval of the May 21, 2008, minutes.  Seconded by 
Representative Tony Sertich.  Motion carried. 
 
III. Iron Range Higher Education Committee Appointments 

Action Required:  Pursuant to law, four members appointed by the Chair 
 

Pursuant to Section 4. Minnesota Statutes 2006, Section 298.2214, subdivision 2 (3), as amended 
in Minnesota Statutes 2008, Chairman Dill appointed the following four Iron Range Resources 
Board members to the Iron Range Higher Education Committee:  Representative Tom Rukavina, 
Senator Tom Bakk, Senator David Tomassoni and Representative Loren Solberg. 
 
IV. Douglas J. Johnson Economic Protection Trust Fund 

Action required:  Project approval requires 8 votes  
 

a. Magnetation, Inc. 
 
Motion by Representative Tom Anzelc to approve the Magnetation Inc. project, which will 
recover iron particles from existing natural iron ore and taconite tailings basins, as presented, for 
an amount not to exceed $2,000,000.  Seconded by Senator Tom Saxhaug.  Motion carried. 



 
Voting in Favor of the Motion:  Representative Tom Anzelc, Representative David Dill, 
Representative Tom Rukavina, Representative Tony Sertich, Representative Loren Solberg, 
Senator Tom Saxhaug, Senator Yvonne Prettner Solon, Senator Rod Skoe, Senator David 
Tomassoni, Citizen Joe Begich, and Citizen Jack Ryan 
 
Voting Against the Motion:  None 
 
Abstain:  None 
 
Absent: Senator Tom Bakk and Citizen Shelley Robinson  
 
V. Taconite Economic Development Fund (TEDF) 

Action required:  project approval requires a majority vote of the quorum present 
 

a. Northshore Mining Company – Resolution No. 08-019 
b. Hibbing Taconite Company – Resolution No. 08-020  
 

Motion by Senator Tom Saxhaug to reconsider the Northshore Mining Company project, as 
presented in Resolution No. 08-019, and the Hibbing Taconite Company project, as presented in 
Resolution No. 08-020, that had been moved by Senator Tom Bakk to reject the projects at the 
May 21, 2008, meeting of the Iron Range Resources Board and that the funds should be 
redirected to the Taconite Environmental Protection Fund as directed by statute; and that money 
should be redirected before the end of the fiscal year.  [The Bakk motion was approved on May 
21, 2008.]  Seconded by Representative Tony Sertich.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Representative Tom Rukavina to table the motion until Senator Tom Bakk could be 
present at the meeting and a part of the discussion.  Motion carried. 
 
Voting in Favor of the Motion:  Representative Tom Anzelc, Representative David Dill, 
Representative Tom Rukavina, Representative Tony Sertich, Representative Loren Solberg, 
Senator Tom Saxhaug, Senator Yvonne Prettner Solon, Senator Rod Skoe, Senator David 
Tomassoni, Citizen Joe Begich and Citizen Jack Ryan. 
 
Voting Against the Motion:  None 
 
Abstain:  None 
 
Absent:  Senator Tom Bakk and Citizen Shelley Robinson 
 
VI. Douglas J. Johnson Economic Protection Fund Investment Policy 

Action required:  Project approval requires a majority vote of the quorum present 
 
Motion by Citizen Jack Ryan to approve the Douglas J. Johnson Economic Protection Fund 
Investment Policy as presented.  Seconded by Representative Tom Rukavina.  Motion carried. 
 



Voting in Favor of the Motion:  Representative Tom Anzelc, Representative David Dill, 
Representative Tom Rukavina, Representative Tony Sertich, Representative Loren Solberg, 
Senator Tom Saxhaug, Senator Yvonne Prettner Solon, Senator Rod Skoe, Senator David 
Tomassoni, Citizen Joe Begich and Citizen Jack Ryan. 
 
Voting Against the Motion:  None 
 
Abstain:  None 
 
Absent:  Senator Tom Bakk and Citizen Shelley Robinson 
 
VII. FY09 Agency Investment Plan 

Action required:  Approval requires 8 votes 
 
Motion by Senator Yvonne Prettner Solon to approve the FY09 Agency Investment Plan as 
presented.  Seconded by Representative Loren Solberg.  Motion by Representative Rukavina to 
amend the Prettner Solon amendment, as follows: 
 

• Marketing & Communications 
o Reduce the amount proposed in the FY09 Agency Investment Plan from 

$1,322,817 to 968,000 (Page 11) 
• Business Development & Recruitment  

o Reduce the amount proposed in the FY09 Agency Investment Plan from 
$1,147,104 to $900,000 (Page 18) 

• Community Readiness 
o Reduce the amount proposed in the FY09 Agency Investment Plan from 

$1,100,000 to $750,000 [Range Readiness] (Page 23) 
• Mining and Mineland Reclamation 

o Reduce the amount proposed in the FY09 Agency Investment Plan from $900,000 
to $800,000 [Laurentian Vision Partnership Grant] (Page 23) 

• Commissioner Projects 
o Reduce the amount proposed in the FY09 Agency Investment Plan from $500,000 

to $250,000 (Page 23) 
• Innovative Technology 

o Reduce the amount proposed in the FY09 Agency Investment Plan from $200,000 
to $0 (Page 23) 

• Renewable Energy 
o Reduce the amount proposed in the FY09 Agency Investment Plan from 

$1,000,000 to $500,000 (Page 25) 
 
Chairman Dill recessed the meeting to allow the Rukavina amendment to be transcribed and 
presented for the Board’s review.  Meeting was recessed at 6:20 p.m. 
 
Chairman Dill called the meeting back to order at 6:55 p.m.  However, due to a family 
emergency of one of the Board members, the meeting was adjourned. 
 



VIII. Adjournment  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 


