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	MIAC Grant Application Cover Sheet 

	Date:

	Organization Information

	Name of organization or Tribe: 
	

	Legal name, if different:
	

	Name and position title of contact person:
	

	Name and title of person authorized to sign:
	

	

	What type of organization is applying?
	

	When was the organization established?
	

	Mailing address - city, state, zipcode:
	

	Physical address - city, state, zipcode:
	

	Email:
	

	Please list possible funding sources for project:
	Tribal %
	County %
	Private %
	State %
	Federal %
	Other %

	 

	Please indicate the amount requested:
	
Programming $_____________

Event $ ______________


	Please indicate the project area or title of project:
	 
 

	Have you applied before?
	Yes ___________
	No ____________

	If yes, is the project different from what has been funded in the past?
	 

	Budget Information
	Yearly Annual  $
	Total Project $
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	State of Minnesota

      	INDIAN AFFAIRS COUNCIL

Website: HTTP://MN.GOV/INDIANAFFAIRS/
Introduction

Mission: Dakota and Ojibwe are spoken and valued as
vibrant, living, and thriving languages throughout Minnesota.

Vision: To protect and empower our children, parents, and
elders in the continuing revitalization of our language, thus maintaining Tribal Sovereignty.

Thank you for the important work that you do and for applying to receive the Dakota and Ojibwe Language Programming and Event Grant. These funds were appropriated by the state legislature to the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council in Minnesota 2015 Session Law, 1st Special Session, Article 4, Section 2, Subdivision 10, for the purposes of preserving Dakota and Ojibwe Indian languages, fostering educational programs in Dakota and Ojibwe languages, and for supporting our language programs.  


The Dakota and Ojibwe Language Immersion Grant will be a 9 month grant cycle based on the state fiscal year, starting October 2016 and ending June 30, 2017.  The amount of available grant dollars is $140,000.  Only requests for a minimum of $40,000 and a maximum of $48,000 will be accepted.  Requests submitted for under $40,000 or over $48,000 will NOT be considered.


Instructions

· All thorough and complete applications must be submitted to and received by the office of the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council, at 161 East St. Anthony Avenue, Suite 919, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55103, Attention: Shannon Geshick - postmarked or hand-delivered no later than 4:00 p.m. on September 14, 2016 (our office is located on the 9th floor of the Best Western Capitol Ridge Hotel).
· All proposals must be received by the submission deadline or they will not be considered.  All proposals received by the submission deadline will be considered.  The agency may waive any minor irregularities in proposals if they are received by the submission deadline.
· All proposals submitted in response to this RFP become the property of the State.  After the grant awards have been announced, any proposal, in its entirety, may be reviewed by a member of the public upon request.
· Please type all responses on 8 ½ x 11 paper, using 1 inch margins and 12-font.  Each page should have the name of the program and Tribal Affiliation/Nation (if applicable) in the top right-hand corner.  Immediately preceding each narrative response, please type the question being answered.  All pages should be three-hole punched on the left side of the page, and double spaced.
· Please include 1 original grant application and 5 copies with page numbers on top right-hand corner of each page.
· Do not staple any part of the application.
· Please provide specific examples and supporting data or evidence within narrative response as appropriate.
· Please limit the grant narrative to a maximum of thirteen pages. 
· Provide concise budget documents in addition to the grant narrative. Blank budget pages are included in this grant packet. We encourage the use of this format for purposes of this application – but it is not required.  Proposed administrative costs must be clearly identified (photocopies, accounting), must be direct and necessary for the Legacy grant purpose and approved work plan, and must total no more than 10% of the applicant’s total proposed budget.
· Grant finalists, as well as current and future grantees, may be contacted for pre-award site visits.  
· Grant awards will be announced  September 30, 2016 via letter.


Eligibility and Suggested Project Areas

· Applicant must be either 1) an office, agency, or division administered under the authority of a Federally recognized Minnesota tribe; 2) a recognized educational facility in Minnesota or 3) a 501(c)(3) non-profit, registered with the Secretary of State’s office.  Applicant must possess the administrative and financial capacity to fiscally and responsibly manage the grant. The MIAC will follow the guidelines provided for in the State Grants Policy 08-06, Financial Review of Nongovernmental Organizations: grants_policy_08-06.pdf. 
· The organization applying for funds must be in operation for at least 2 years prior to the application deadline.
· Current Dakota and Ojibwe grantees who were awarded funds through the MIAC’s competitive grant process including direct appropriation funding (2015 Session Law, 1st Special Session, Article 4, Section 2, Subd 10) are not excluded from applying and are encouraged to do so. 
· Funding may support Dakota and Ojibwe or Dakota or Ojibwe-specific projects.
· All grantees will submit four narrative and financial reports (Due dates of: December 31, 2016; February 28, 2017; April 30, 2017 and July 31, 2017) to the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council office and include receipts and proof of invoices paid for all grant expenditures.  Additional source documents including, but not limited to, invoices or spending receipts may be requested by the MIAC and the grantee must comply with the request prior to receiving reimbursement. 
· All grant funds will be disbursed four times during the grant period through reimbursement for eligible and approved activities described in the grantee’s final and approved grant contract agreement, approved work plan, and budget and upon submittal of mandatory narrative and financial reports.
· Multi-organization collaborations are welcomed, but not required.

The Indian Affairs Council invites applications for funding in the following Programming Project Areas:

· Creating content-based, culturally appropriate authentic curriculum for Dakota or Ojibwe Language
· Dakota and Ojibwe language application for iPhone, Android , tablets and other smart devices
· Language Symposiums                                                      		
· Language camps    
· Designing language proficiency assessments						
· Dakota and/or Ojibwe Minnesota Indigenous Language Event(s)
· Other Dakota and/or Ojibwe language revitalization projects.           


Please note, these are meant to be examples of projects and are not an exhaustive list of acceptable projects.
Be mindful of the grant duration; grant extensions will not be permitted.  All costs must be incurred on or before 6/30/2017.

Agency and Grant Background

The Minnesota Indian Affairs Council was established in 1963 to act as a liaison between the State of Minnesota and the 11 federally-recognized Tribal Nations with the mission of protecting the sovereignty of these Nations and ensuring the well-being of American Indian citizens throughout the State of Minnesota. 

On the November 2008 ballot, the citizens of Minnesota voted to amend the Minnesota Constitution to increase the sales tax by 3/8 of one percent until the year 2034.  Of this new tax revenue, 19.75% will be spent on the preservation of the arts and cultural heritage of Minnesota.  During the 2015 legislative session, the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council renewed its request for part of this sales tax revenue to be used for the revitalization of the Dakota and Ojibwe Languages in Minnesota.  During the 2013 Legislative Session, the State legislature appropriated money to the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council to grant for projects that, “preserve Dakota and Ojibwe Indian languages and to foster educational programs in Dakota and Ojibwe languages,” and for, “competitive grants for language immersion programs.”
 
The Minnesota Indian Affairs Council, in partnership with the Volunteer Working Group that was established by the 2009 Minnesota legislature to provide information and create directives for Dakota and Ojibwe language revitalization, recognizes that without timely intervention, the use of Dakota and Ojibwe languages – like Indigenous languages throughout the globe –will decline to a point beyond recovery.  Indigenous languages, such as Dakota and Ojibwe, have meaning that is much deeper than just communication.  Language is inseparable from American Indian identity.  Languages express, reflect, and maintain the connections people have to one another and to the world.  They are shaped over millennia by communal experience. They shape how a people come to know who they are, where they came from, where they live, what is true, and how to relate to the world physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually.

As languages are inherently inseparable from individual and communal identity, they are difficult to eradicate from a culture.  Severing the people from their lands, denying them sustenance, and forcing them into English-only boarding schools were not successful in destroying these languages.  For more than 100 years such assaults were aggressively pursued as the official policy of federal and state governments in the United States in attempt to eradicate the languages, and yet the languages of the Dakota and Ojibwe people survive.  The survival of Dakota and Ojibwe languages, however, remains threatened. Indigenous language revitalization now requires heroic measures in order for these languages to not only survive, but to thrive and to live on for future generations.



Examples of Projects and Related Guidelines

Immersion Projects - In immersion settings, language is not a subject, but a medium in which all instruction takes place.  Successful language immersion has resulted from a specific pedagogy that features cultural identity and tradition as an asset.  Immersion gives students the opportunity to engage in language learning for extended periods of time in which only the target language is spoken.  Immersion offers the possibility that students will not only learn the words of a language, but will gain the world view that a language embodies. Be mindful of the very short 9 month duration of this grant.  

Immersion Curriculum Development- There is a need for commercial immersion curriculum being made available in Minnesota.  Immersion curriculum requires a systematic, strategic approach to develop high quality resources for addressing academic standards and overcomes barriers of the involvement of fluent first speakers in the classroom. Immersion curriculum development should involve groups of teachers or scholars and available elders or individuals with noted degrees of oral proficiency to create resources on the targeted language (Dakota or Ojibwe).  The development of the resources should have a significant impact on language immersion education.

Language Proficiency Assessments – Assessments created must be of Ojibwe and Dakota content and context.  Assessment should focus on development of and proficiency of oral language and reading and writing skills in the Dakota or Ojibwe language. Project should involve groups of teachers or scholars and available elders or individuals with noted degrees of oral proficiency to contribute to the design of assessment of proficiency in Dakota or Ojibwe language. 

Ideally, projects will demonstrate a long-term vision but use short term strategies given the short 9-month duration of this grant.

Grant Narrative:  

1. Organization/Tribal Background (10 points) (2 Pages)

Provide a brief history and background of the organization, including the mission and vision statement.  Describe the community that this grant will serve and/or impact and the status of the Ojibwe or Dakota language.  Also, describe what is occurring in your community in regards to language revitalization. Please describe how your project aligns with the mission statement and vision for this grant and how it is immersion-specific programming.

2. Project Narrative: (30 points) (5 pages) 

The narrative must focus on the specific purpose of the proposal.  The narrative must clearly include a statement of:
1)     Need and Purpose;
2)     Project goal(s);
3)     Project objectives;
4)     Expected outcomes;
5)     Strategies to achieve the goal(s); and
6)    If it is a collaboration project, each agency must submit a detailed description of their role in the project, with the highest paid staff person signing off on the project.


3. Organizational Profile: (5 points) (1 page)

The applicant must demonstrate their organizational capacity and ability to staff and implement the proposed project.  Please include an organizational chart of the organization.  Please provide educational background of key staff and their knowledge of the Dakota or Ojibwe language.


4.   Project Evaluation: (35 points) (3 Pages)

The grantor is interested in learning from your work.  Describe how the project will be evaluated.  What will a successful project look like? What tools will you use to measure progress towards your goals (assessments, written/verbal tests, surveys, feedback from stakeholders, interviews)?  What qualitative and quantitative data will be collected?  How are you going to implement your project?   How will your project(s) be effective, sustainable, and transferable? 

· Effectiveness –The project achieves positive and measurable results in addressing Dakota and Ojibwe language revitalization in Minnesota.

· Sustainability – The project shows promise of sustained effectiveness.

· Transferability – The project concepts, principles, and practices are applicable to other organizations that are revitalizing the Dakota and Ojibwe Languages.

5. Budget and Budget Justification: (20 points)

Applicants must submit an itemized budget and justification that aligns with the project’s objectives and goals. Please see suggested budget forms included in this packet.


Questions:  

Questions may be submitted by phone or email to Shannon Geshick (651) 249-0160 or Shannon.Geshick@state.mn.us.  All answers will be posted within two business days at http://mn.gov/indianaffairs/.  Please submit questions no later than 4:30 pm Central Time on August 29, 2016.

Contact Information
For more information about this RFP, contact:

Shannon Geshick, Grants Director
(651) 249-0160 or Shannon.Geshick@state.mn.us.
Minnesota Indian Affairs Council
161 East Saint Anthony Ave Suite 919
Saint Paul, MN 55103


Resources:
. 
· Reporting requirements, accounting of funds, Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund logo placements, outcome and objectives for any Arts and Cultural heritage grants Minn. Stat. 129D.17.  (www.leg.state.mn.us and type the Minnesota Statute in the “retrieve by number” box) 
· States legacy website with all Arts and Cultural Heritage fund projects funded http://www.legacy.leg.mn/ 
· MMB Guidance on Administrative Costs addresses the topic of administrative costs
· .MN Constitution Article_11: Section 15 addresses the funds and states “The dedicated money under this section must supplement traditional sources of funding for these purposes and may not be used as a substitute”
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Dakota and Ojibwe Language Revitalization Grant Check List

The checklist below lists the items you must submit. 
Return this completed checklist with your grant contract package.


· Dakota and Ojibwe Language Programming and Event Grant Application form
· Grant Proposal
· 501 (c)(3) letter from the IRS or other unit of Government if applicable from applicant agency
· Resolution or letter of support by organizations Board of Directors/School Board
·  List of all Board members with contact information of Board Chair and Officers
· Most Recent audited financial report, Management Letter, or Form 990
· Project Budget
· MOU’s or letters of agreement between collaborating partners
· Grant Impact Evaluation Model

















Language Revitalization Project Budget Forms 


	MIAC Language Revitalization Grant 2016-2017 Two-year Cycle Budget

	LINE ITEMS
	Contract Year 1 Budget
	Contract Year 2 Budget

	
	
	

	 
	 
	 

	1.1 Personnel
	 
	 

	1.2 Fringe
	 
	 

	2.1 Travel
	 
	 

	2.2 Equipment
	 
	 

	2.3 Supplies
	 
	 

	2.4 Contractual
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	4. TOTAL*
	 
	 




*This is a suggested format, but is not required




	
















	 Budget Support Page 1
	Amount or Value of Line Item

	 
 
	Year 1
	Year 2

	PERSONNEL (1.1) & FRINGE (1.2)                                                Position and Description/Basis for Valuation
	
	

	
	 
	 

	 

	 
	 

	 
 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Subtotal
	 
	 

	
	Total
	 
	 


























	 Budget Support Page 2
	Amount or Value of Line Item

	 
	Year 1
	Year 2

	
LINE ITEMS 2 - 3 (INCL OTHER)                         Description of Item and Basis for Valuation
	
	

	2.1
	Travel
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	2.2
	Equipment
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	2.3
	Supplies
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	2.4
	Contractual
	 
	 

	
	
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Subtotal
	 
	 

	
	Total
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