Minnesota Indian Affairs Council 
Agency Reporting Form
Reporting Period: March 2026 through July 2026

Agency: Ombudsperson for American Indian Families 		Date: June 24, 2026
Director: Jill Esch							Liaison: N/A
[bookmark: Check4]Reporting at MIAC: Yes 				Attendance: In-Person |X| 

Summary for the Last Meeting, March 2026
· Appointed the Membership Director to the United States Ombudsman Association Executive Board, which allows the Director to do public sector outreach to other Ombuds offices nationwide
· Data on Cases and Selected ICWA/MIFPA Violations and Concerns
· Report from the American Indian Community-Specific Board

Agency Follow up Requests:
Please provide the following information requested at the last Minnesota Indian Affairs Council board meeting for your respective agency. The information collected will assist MIAC leadership in identifying opportunities for collaboration, tracking legislative and policy developments, and supporting ongoing State-Tribal relations efforts across Minnesota.

The Board asked for - 
· No requests at this time

Legislative Achievements: (if any)
State any legislative achievements, policy changes, or budget initiatives from the 2026 legislative session that have direct Tribal implications or impact American Indian communities.

· Agency did not have any legislation for 2026 Legislative Session.
· Agency will have legislation for 2027 Legislative Session.
· American Indian Community-Specific Board Statute
· Include a Data Privacy Section similar to the Foster Youth Ombudsperson, Minn.  Stat. Sec. 13.876
· Agency to have direct access to the DCYF  SSIS  Records

Summary for the THIS Meeting, July 2026
· Data on Cases and Selected ICWA/MIFPA Violations and Concerns (See attached report)
· Report from the American-Indian Community-Specific Board (there are three vacancies)
· Agency will submit a request to increase its appropriating budget to hire two staff (Case Intake and Office Administration Specialist)
