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Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs

REQUEST FOR COMMENTS

Possible Amendment to Rules Governing Administration and Operation, Minnesota Rules,
Chapter 9055; Revisor’s ID Number R-04843

Subject of Rules. The Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) requests comments on
possible amendments to rules governing Administration and Operation of the State Soldiers Assistance Program
(SSAP). The Department is considering rule amendments to chapter 9055 in response to recommendations
following a comprehensive assessment of the SSAP conducted by the Wilder Foundation in collaboration with
the MDVA. The recommendations of this assessment (known as the “Wilder Study”’) prompted the MDVA's
decision to modernize and streamline the administration of Veteran’s benefits provided under the SSAP and to
make sure the SSAP remains responsive to the evolving needs of Minnesota Veterans and their families.

Persons Affected. The amendment to the rules would likely affect Minnesota Veterans and/or
applicants/recipients of SSAP benefits.

Statutory Authority. Minnesota Statutes, sections 14.06 and 196.04, require the Department to adopt
rules.

14.06 REQUIRED RULES.

(a) Each agency shall adopt rules, in the form prescribed by the revisor of statutes, setting forth the
nature and requirements of all formal and informal procedures related to the administration of official
agency duties to the extent that those procedures directly affect the rights of or procedures available to
the public.

196.04 RULES.

Subdivision 1. Promulgation. The commissioner shall adopt reasonable and proper rules to govern the
procedure of the divisions of the department and to regulate and provide for the nature and extent of the
proofs and evidence and the method of taking and furnishing the same, to establish the right to benefits
provided for by the law. Such rules shall become effective when approved by the attorney general and
then be filed in the Office of the Secretary of State.

Public Comment. Interested people or groups may submit comments or information on these possible
rules in writing until further notice is published in the State Register that the Department intends to adopt or to
withdraw the rules. The Department will not publish a notice of intent to adopt the rules until more than 60 days
have elapsed from the date of this request for comments. The Department does not plan to appoint an advisory
committee to comment on the possible rules.
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Rules Drafts. The Department does not expect that a draft of the rule amendments will be available
before the publication of the proposed rules.

Agency Contact Person. Written comments, questions, requests to receive a draft of the rules when it
has been prepared, and requests for more information on these possible rules should be directed to: Tim Uecker
at the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs, 20 West 12 Street, Saint Paul, MN 55155, 651-802-1149 or
email timothy.uecker(@state.mn.us.

Alternative Format. Upon request, this information can be provided in an alternative format, such as
large print, braille, or audio. To make this request, please contact the agency contact person at the address or
telephone number listed above.

NOTE: Comments received in response to this notice will not necessarily be included in the formal
rulemaking record submitted to the administrative law judge if a proceeding to adopt rules is started. The
agency must submit to the judge only those written comments received in response to the rules after they are
proposed. If you submitted comments during the development of the rules and you want to make sure the
Administrative Law Judge reviews the comments, resubmit the comments after the rules are formally proposed.

Dated: 12 October 2023
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Timothy Uecker | Veterans Program Management Analyst
Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs
Timothy.Uecker@state.mn.us
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