February 27th, 2018

Agenda

=

TBD
Agenda D.

Action Items

December 1, 2017 meeting notes to be presented for Executive Board review and approval.

w December 1, 2017 meeting notemotion made by , 2nd by .

BOARD APPOINTMENTS:
1. Ombudsperson for American Indian Families:
i. Reappoint Tonya Long; motion Bois Forte, 2nd White Earth, all aye. Motion passed.

ii. Appoint Julie Edwards; motion White Earth, 2nd Bois Forte, all aye. Motion passed.
iii. Appoint Camille Naslund; motion Shakopee, 2nd Red Lake, all aye. Motion passed.

RESOLUTIONS:
none

LETTERS OF SUPPORT:
none

Important Dates
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Meeting Details

}
}
}

Date and TimefFriday December 1st, 2017 1:00pm to 3:45pm
Location: Mystic Lake Hotel Casino (2400 Mystic Lake Blvd, Prior Lake MN)
Invocation: Leonard Wabasha

Motion to adjourn made by Bois Forte, 2nd by White Earth. Meeting adjourned.

New / Other Business

Added Business to Agenda: 1. AIAC Resoluiichard Wright
2. Native Litigation against Opioid Manufacturers and Distributors

Roll Call Tribal Leaders Present

v}
v}
v}
v}
v}
v}
v}
v}
)
)

Vice-President Robert L. Larsen (MIAC Chairr- Lower Sioux Indian Community
Chairwoman Cathy Chave- Bois Forte Band of Chippewa

Miyah Danielson obo Chairman Kevin Duj Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior
Chief Executive Melanie Benjan- Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe

Dawn Newman obo Chairman Charlie - Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
Chairman Terrence (Terry) Tibbe- White Earth Nation

Robert Smith obo Chairman Darrel S- Red Lake Nation

Vice Chair Janice Marie Spry (MIAC Sec/Trea- Grand Portage Chippewa
Chairman Faron Jackseheech Lake Band of Ojibwe

President Shelley BuelPrairie Island Indian Community

Next Meeting

[ W S )

Date and Time: TBD
Location:

Agenda:

Notes:
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10.

11.

12.

M MINNesoOTA
INDIAN AFFAIRS COUNCIL

www.//mn.gov/indianaffairs/

QUARTERLY MIAC BOARD MEETING
Tuesday February 27, 2018
1:00pm to 4:00pm

InterContinental Saint Paul Riverfront
11 E. Kellogg Boulevard
St. Paul, MN 55101
STATE SUITE

AGENDA

Meeting Called To Order

Invocation

Roll Call & Introductions

Review & approval of notes from Dec. 1, 2017

MIAC Updates (written reports):

Executive Director — Dennis Olson Jr

Cultural Resources Department — Jim Jones Jr & Melissa Cerda

Legislative & Grants Director — Shannon Geshick

Reports:

Urban Indian Advisory Board

Tribal Nations Education Committee

Ombudsperson for American Indian Families

Joint Council Advisory Committee

Commissioners

State Tribal Liaisons

Deb Foster, Executive Director and Sheri Riemers, Government Relations Director, Ain Dah Yung
Center. Erika Schwichtenberg Senior Managing Associate, Fox Advancement; Ain Dah Yung Center /
PPL PSH Project.

Gene-Hua, Crystal Ng and Diana Dalbotten, University of Minnesota Department of Earth Sciences;
Kawe Gidaa-naanaagadawendaamin Manoomin: Tribally-led, UMN-funded research project on protection of
wild rice and water quality.

Lauren Martin (UofM, UROC), Michele Garnet McKenzie (The Advocates for Human Rights), Misty
Blue (Rainbow Research) Minnesota Safe Harbor for All Strategic Planning Process team; Safe Harbor
for All Strategic Planning and Partnerships

Chris Georgacas, President and Elizabeth Emerson, Director of Government Relations, Goff Public;
Native Farm Bill Coalition.

Tim Beyer, Forest Certification Program Consultant, MN Department of Natural Resources; Forest
Certification Program.

Alan Roy, Disabled Veteran Outreach Program Specialist, MN Department of Employment and
Economic Development; Native American Disabled Veteran Outreach Program.

Molly Mulcahy Crawford, State Registrar, MN Department of Health; Tribal access to birth data and
birth certificates — a proposal to remove barriers and promote equity by sharing vital records.

Drew Evans, Superintendent, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA); Overview of an Anti-Heroin and
Prescription Opioid grant the BCA was awarded, BCA’s plans to work with Tribal Nations in combating the
opioid crisis.

Announcements
Adjourn
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Announcements
Adjourn
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Executive Directors Report
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M) MINNesOTA

INDIAN AFFAIRS COUNCIL

Executive Director Report
Submitted by: Dennis Olson, Executive Director
MIAC Quarterly Board meeting: February 27, 2018

MIAC budget and staffing report: FY 2018
See attachment: Manager’s Financial Reports

Current MIAC Staff:
Melanie Franks, Executive Assistant/Education Liaison; Jim Jones, Cultural Resources Director; Shannon Geshick,
Legislative and Grants Director; Melissa Cerda, Cultural Resources Specialist.

MIAC Agency and Director Activities:

In early December, MIAC director accompanied MIAC cultural resources staff to a meeting with
representatives from Hamline University to discuss policies and procedures regarding use of the newly-
created MIAC osteology lab, as well as plans to finalize the contract for the lab, made possible by Legacy
Amendment funds.

MIAC director assisted the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) with the candidate search
and interview process for the MnDOT tribal liaison position.

MIAC director attended the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe State of the Band address in Walker, MN in early
January.

MIAC director facilitated a celebration of the past five years of the Tribal-State Relations training program,
bringing together tribal leaders and state agency leaders to discuss past successes, as well as plans for future
collaboration and program sustainability. Later that day MIAC staff and director attended the Tribal-State
Relations Training in Shakopee, and delivered a brief agency overview and fielded questions from training
participants regarding the role of MIAC within state government.

MIAC director attended the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe State of the Band address in Onamia, MN in early
January.

MIAC director continued to meet with the representatives from the City of St. Paul regarding the “Great
River Passage Initiative”, assisting with outreach to community stakeholders following their presentation to
the MIAC board in May, 2017.

MIAC director supported the Governor’s Office in convening the first planning meeting for the upcoming
Minnesota Tribal Youth Gathering.

MIAC director attended the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe quarterly meetings in Grand Portage, and presented
information to the Education/Human Services subcommittee and the Tribal Executive Committee regarding
two resolutions passed by MIAC related to the identification of American Indian students in Minnesota.
Following attendance at the “Tribal Community Perspectives on Higher Education” conference, hosted by
the Center on Indian Country Development of the Federal Reserve Bank last quarter, MIAC director has been
participating in small-group follow-up teleconferences related to the identification of American Indian
students in both higher education and E-12.

MIAC director attended two meetings of state agency tribal liaisons, working in close collaboration with the
Governor's Office and their tribal affairs policy advisors.

MIAC director was invited to the Metro Indian Education Director’s gathering hosted by Robbinsdale Public
Schools. MIAC director shared an agency update, including upcoming legislative priorities related to Indian
Education.
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MIAC director met with the Minnesota Secretary of State and invited the office to present at the upcoming
MIAC quarterly meeting to discuss voter outreach and education initiatives.

MIAC director met with the Association of Minnesota Counties and the Bureau of Mediation Services to
discuss the development of a potential training series focused on tribal-county collaboration.

MIAC director met with the elected leaders of the four Dakota nations to discuss opportunities to
strengthen MIAC’s cultural resources division by adding additional staff resources and reviewing potential
revisions to the Private Cemeteries Act (MN Stat. 307.08).

Community Meetings:

MIAC director attended the first two meetings in a series of Learning Leaders cohort gatherings organized by
the Bush Foundation.

MIAC director attended a planning meeting with the Minnesota Humanities Center (MHC) to discuss new
opportunities for expansion of the Why Treaties Matter exhibit and experience, including opportunities for
tribal nations to host the exhibit, as well as a new request for proposal process for future exhibit sites.

MIAC director met with staff from the Ain Dah Yung Center to discuss future opportunities for collaboration,
particularly related to youth housing needs, supportive services, and Indian child welfare.

State Agency Contacts:

MIAC director attended 2 meetings of the Department of Corrections Equity Offender Intervention
Committee, and committed to continuing discussions to address disparities in the corrections system along
with tribal, community, and agency leaders. Data discussed during the Equity Offender Intervention
Committee meetings helps highlight American Indian offender disparities within the corrections system, and
helps inform recommendations to address these disparities at the local level. During the quarter, MIAC
director attended and assisted in the coordination of two partnership meetings between the Department of
Corrections and tribal nations (Leech Lake and White Earth). There are plans in place to schedule follow-up
meetings with both Leech Lake and White Earth, as well as schedule new meetings with other tribal nations
in the near future.

MIAC director worked with the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) in early December to discuss
potential impacts of the new data disaggregation law on American Indian students, tribes, and communities.
MIAC director also shared some recommendations on how to improve data collection forms to more
accurately capture American Indian student demographic data. MIAC director also attended an evening
community feedback session organized specifically to hear the concerns and questions from American
Indian community members, parents, teachers, and Indian education professionals. MIAC staff has also been
meeting with other stakeholders, community members, and education advocacy organizations to better
understand the position of other racial and ethnic communities regarding implementation of the law.

MIAC director assisted the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) with identifying funding priorities for
tribal-specific grant funding related to Safe Harbor/trafficking.

MIAC director attended the MnDOT Advisory Council on Tribal Transportation (ACTT) meeting in Baxter,
MN.

MIAC director has been working closely with the Department of Administration and the Office of State
Archeologist to propose amendments to the Private Cemeteries Act (MN Stat. 307.08). MIAC staff met with
Commissioner Massman and key executive staff to determine the best path forward for both MIAC and the
Department of Administration.

MIAC director met multiple times with legislative staff of the Minnesota Council on Latino Affairs regarding
shared legislative priorities, opportunities for collaboration, and continuing the advocacy on behalf of the
Coalition to Increase Teachers of Color and American Indian teachers in Minnesota in the upcoming
legislative session.
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e MIAC director met with the Chancellor of Minnesota State (state colleges and universities) to discuss
opportunities for collaboration, including drafting a policy to develop a Tribal Nations Advisory Council that
would work directly with the Chancellor and Minnesota State executive leadership.

e MIAC director was invited to participate in a conversation hosted by the Minnesota Department of Human
Rights regarding disproportionate suspensions and expulsions in Minnesota public school districts and
charter schools. MIAC director and staff will continue to monitor this issue closely and will provide technical
assistance as needed.

e MIAC director attended the Governor’'s Workforce Development Board’s (GWDB) first annual training and
development conference, sponsored by the Department of Employment and Economic Development. MIAC
director was appointed as a member of the GWDB through an amendment to the statute during the last
legislative session.

Miigwech,
Dennis
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Cultural Resources Report
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M) MINNesOTA

INDIAN AFFAIRS COUNCIL

Cultural Resources Department Report
Submitted by: Jim Jones, Cultural Resources Director and Melissa Cerda, Cultural Resources Specialist
MIAC Quarterly Board meeting: February 27, 2018

Project Updates:

Shaver Mound Group (21-HE-27) — Highway 101 Recovery Completed

Since the reburial in November, cultural resources staff have been working with Hamline University staff to
coordinate efforts to arrange for a controlled burn and reseeding of the site. Staff have also been working
on the procurement of a floating fence and signage noting the Private Cemeteries Act (MN Stat. 307.08) that
will be placed around the site.

Fond du Lac Cemetery Disturbance

Starting June, 2017, MIAC Cultural Resources staff began working on a burial disturbance within the town of
Fond du Lac on Hwy 23. Work has continued through the summer and into the winter. The burial recovery
team braved the elements and worked outside during the first half of the winter months, which made
recovery work difficult. With the recent move to the Sprung building, the crew has increased productivity
and increased the amount of soil being screened per day.

MIAC also recently sponsored and coordinated an osteological training for the burial recovery team
conducted by Dr. Sue Myster. There have been a number of challenges that have arisen during the duration
of this project; some of which have been figuring out and defining the boundaries of the cemetery and its
soils, identifying the contents of the disturbed soils that were moved to a number of other locations and
stocked piled across the site, and security and site protocols for the recovery site. Priority on-site has been
to prevent additional damages or disturbances to the site. Staff have been attending weekly working group
meetings to help bring everyone involved in the recovery effort on the same page.

307.08 and NAGPRA Updates:

Changes to 307.08 Private Cemeteries Act Legislation

MIAC staff have been working closely with the Office of the State Archaeologist to change and update the
Private Cemeteries Act (MN Stat. 307.08). MIAC has been working on proposed changes to the law for years,
but was unable to due to several different factors. With a renewed and collaborative relationship with the
Office of the State Archaeologist and strong support from Dakota tribal leadership, MIAC hopes the
proposed legislative changes will better help protect cemeteries across the state as well as prevent the need
of large burial recovery efforts in the future.
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Creation of MN Stat. 307.08 Procedures

o  MIAC staff have been working with the Office of State Archaeologist to update and create a procedural
manual for the implementation of MN Stat. 307.08.

Plan Review

e |n the past few months, MIAC cultural resources staff have reviewed more than two dozen EAW's,
construction plans, and requests from private citizens for project plan review.

NAGPRA Updates

e Work on the digitization of the cultural resources archives is ongoing, concentrating mostly on the scanning
of all associated documents.

o  MIAC staff is in the process of writing several NAGPRA notices in preparation for the completion of the
current NAGPRA grant.

Osteology Laboratory and Repository Updates:

Collective Access Database

¢  Work on the creation of the new Collective Access Database is progressing well. The database is being
created specifically for the needs of MIAC collections. The database will hopefully be fully operational at
the beginning of July 2018.

Osteology Lab and Repository Protocols

e The transition to a new, more secure laboratory and repository space has required the creation of new
protocols that MIAC has been working closely with our contractor to create and implement.

Educational Outreach Updates:

Osteology Training
¢  MIAC recently purchased materials to help facilitate osteological trainings both in the field and in the
classroom. The goal is to provide ongoing training to crew members, tribal members, archeologists, and
other professionals involved in the unique aspects of burial recovery work.

Tribal Member Certification Program

o  MIAC will work with the University of Minnesota to conduct a pilot program this summer that will
include an archeology field school and two weeks of academic training.
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Grants & Legislative Report
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MY MINNesOTA

INDIAN AFFAIRS COUNCIL

Grants & Legislative Report
Submitted by: Shannon Geshick, Legislative & Grants Director
MIAC Quarterly Board meeting: February 27,2018

Dakota and Ojibwe Volunteer Language Revitalization Work Group:
The DOLWG will meet on March 8-9, 2018 in Mille Lacs. The purpose of this meeting is to:

Debrief the presentation to the tribal leaders on December 1, 2017
Hold informational conversations on the current state of language revitalization from various
communities

e Review the work group’s SWOT analysis and Strategic Plan

e Develop a plan of action for the online language repository

e Arts and Cultural Heritage funds language grant overview (2010-present)

This meeting is open to the public. We are currently looking to replace Representative Susan Allen’s seat, as
she announced her retirement from the House of Representatives. We are also looking to identify a delegate
from the Grand Portage Band. The funding allocated from the legislature for the Dakota and Ojibwe
Volunteer Language Revitalization Work Group expires June 30, 2018.

Dakota and Ojibwe Language Grants:

This quarter the grants director completed the grants monitoring requirement with site visits at Niigaane, the
Lower Sioux Indian Community, and the Upper Sioux Community. The practice of meeting face-to-face to
review the guidelines of the grant and to provide technical assistance if needed, has been an extremely positive
experience according to the response from agencies that have been awarded language grants.

In anticipation of a spring release of the Request for Proposals for the next round of language grants, the grants
director sought feedback from current language grantees concerning the grant cycle timeline. The first funding
year is always difficult since funding may not be spent before July 1* to include any stipends for grant readers.
Oftentimes, this results in contracts that are not executed until well into fall. The grants director completed a
training in January on the “Notice and Publicizing Grant Request for Proposal Policy” through the State of
Minnesota Office of Grants Management in order to prepare for the next cycle of language funding, and to learn
about any new policies in detail. Interestingly, the expectation of agencies paying a stipend to grant reviewers is
now codified in the state Policy on Writing and Publicizing Grants Notices and Requests for Proposal. MIAC has
been following this practice since the beginning of language grant awards. Because of this, agencies have
sought council as to how MIAC has managed that policy. Nevertheless, this process results in shortened time for
expending grant monies for the first year. In order to combat this challenge, a no-cost time extension
amendment may be granted, given that the agency is in compliance with all grant guidelines.

Currently, a grant reader guidance document is being drafted that will incorporate information gathered at the
Policy on the Rating Criteria for Competitive Grants training offered by the Office of Grants Management on
February 8, 2018. MIAC will begin recruiting six grant readers for the fiscal year 2019 round of language grant
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awards. An anticipated March meeting will review the rating document as well as the Conflict of Interest policy.
Expectations are to have all of the grant awardees notified and contracts executed by July 1, 2018,

The grants director attended the Bois Forte Quiz Bowl in December. It was good to witness the young people
displaying their knowledge of Ojibwe culture and language as Dan Jones guided the event. The grants director
also had the pleasure to attend the Bois Forte State of the Band as a citizen of the nation and as a MIAC
representative. Lastly, the grants director was invited to and looks forward to attending the Oyate lapi
Akichiyapi to be held for the fourth year at Harding High School in April.
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Ombudsperson for American Indian Families Repol

Jill Esch

MN remains #1 for the removal of American Indian children. Many counties do not know or understand ICWA
Fathers have rights too, there are very few resources for fathers with children.
Grandparents are having trouble with resources and visitation rights.

We have applicants for our open seats for the MIAC Council consideration: Tonya Long (currently serving as the BodutleChe
Edwards (from Fond du Lac) and Camille Nasland (from Leech Lake). It is difficult to recruit members from rural MMWareas ¢
cannot offer travel reimbursement (the office of Ombudsmen removed the expense line; we (Al) have been trying to separat
the other 3 Ombudsmen for several years). Applicants reviewed and discussed by Council. All three applicants appuénted t
Ombudsperson for American Indian Families Board (details on the first page of notes).

Report below has additional information and more details.
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Report from Jill Kehaulani Esch, Esq.
Ombudsperson for American Indian Families
February 27,2018

Report for the Period 11/21/2017 through 2/26/2018

Duties of the Ombudsperson for American Indian Families

The Ombudsperson for American Indian Families investigates complaints for non-compliance of the Indian Child Welfare Act {ICWA}
and the Minnesota Indian Family Preservation Act (MIFPA), Minnesota Statutes, Rules and DHS Policies that involve child protection
cases. The Ombudsperson also collaborates with tribes, agencies, counties, community organizations, courts, schools and other
organizations to develop policies, rules and faws to improve outcomes for American Indian Families involved in the child protection
system, as well as collaborating on prevention programs. The Ombudsperson is advised and reports to the Community Specific Board,
who are all appointed by the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council.

Geographical locations of phone calls

Becker, Beltrami, Bemidji, Carlton, Carver, Cass, Chippewa, Chisago, Cloquet, Detroit Lakes, Duluth, Fond du Lac Reservation, Grand
Rapids, Hastings, Hubbard, Itasca, Leech Lake Reservation, Mahnomen, Mille Lacs, Minneapolis, Morton, Red Lake Nation, St. Paul,
Scott, Shakopee Women'’s Correctional Facility, Steele County, White Earth Nation, and States of Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota,
Oregon, South Dakota, Washington and Wisconsin.

Tribes

Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians, Bois Forte Band of Chippewa, Cherokee Nation, Cheyenne River Sioux,
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, Fort Peck Assiniboine, Lac Courte Oreilles Tribe, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, Lower Sioux
Indian Community, Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, Northern Cheyenne, Oglala Sioux, Ponca Tribe
of Nebraska, Prairie Island Indian Community, Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians, Rosebud Sioux, Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate of the
Lake Traverse Reservation, Standing Rock Sioux, Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians, and White Earth Nation.

Investigations: 51 Open Investigations.

Some Issues from Cases for the Period of This Report
*  Foster parents’ motion for party status was granted.

* Foster parents filed the Petition for Transfer of Custody, not the County.

* Foster parents were extremely upset that the native grandmother was granted transfer of custody and they were denied
continued visits with the children after the children were placed with grandmother. Foster parent wrote a very racist letter
to the mother making very disparaging comments about her, the social worker, the guardian ad litem, the tribal
representative and the grandmother.

® Ona confirmed ICWA case, no attempt to contact the tribe; no one in the court hearing mentioned it was an ICWA case; no
finding by the Court to deviate from the ICWA placement preferences {children were in non-native, non-relative placement);
no finding by the court on any active efforts, despite the written court order stated the Court found there were active efforts.
Children were placed in a non-relative, non-ICWA home instead of being placed with grandmother.

Adoptive maternal grandmother is unable to continue to care for grandchildren who were transferred to her custody.
Tribes are continually not notified that there is a possibility of out-of-home placement. Tribes are not learning about the
cases until well after the cases are filed and several hearings have been held.

Neither parents, nor tribes are being consulted on case plans; the case plans are solely being written by the social worker.
Children who are severely allergic to pets were placed in a home with pets, which resulted in severe skin allergies.

In several cases, children reported to their parents/grandmother that they were being hit while in a foster home. In one case,
the county returned the children to the abusive foster home. In another case, the maternal grandmother traveled 5 hours
to attend the court hearing and when it was brought to the Court’s attention about the abuse, she asked and was allowed to
have grandchildren placed with her while the county conducted its investigation. The tribe then moved to transfer the case
to tribal court.

e Tribal representative reported that the social worker is making decisions regarding medications for the child.

*  Despite the court ordering visits, the counties are not complying and parents are going weeks and months without visitations.
A mother who has been incarcerated since August 2017 reported on February 15, 2018, that she has only had 4 visits with
her children since August, despite the court ordering that visits occur.

* Parents are told to work their case plans, but copies of written case plans are not being provided to the parents.

® Parents are frustrated that their attorneys do not understand ICWA and therefore not adequately advocating for them.

Email: Jill.Esch@state.mn.us Website: www.ombudsfamilies.state.mn.us Tel. 651-643-2523
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Policy Changes/initiatives
* Attended Annual Meeting of the Citizens’ Review Panel, 11/16/17.

Attended training - Child Welfare Liability and Data Practices, 12/4/17.

Member of the ICWA Collaboration Committee and attended meeting, 12/15/17.

Attended Juvenile Rules Committee Meeting, 12/19/17.

Attended hearing - Legislative Task Force on Child Protection, 1/9/2018.

Met with Korina Barry, Guardian Ad Litem Board Member, to discuss policy changes and initiatives, 12/21/17.

Attended Juvenile Rules ICWA Sub-Committee meeting, 12/21/17.

Public comments provided to the Guardian Ad Litem Board, 1/10/18; attended Board Meeting to answer questions, 2/8/18.

Inquired at DHS re: status of the ICWA Compliance Review System that was to have been in place in January 2018, 1/29/18.

Attended Juveniie Protection Rules ICWA Sub-Committee re: my recommendation made to the Supreme Court, 2/1/18.

Attended Senate Human Services Reform Finance & Policy Committee Hearing on Child Protection, 2/21/18.

Attended CJI Permanency Workshop in Anoka, 2/26/18.

Attended monthly board meetings, United States Ombudsman Association.

Continued discussions with the State and Counties on importance of ICWA Training [BIA regs effective December 2016.]

¢ Continued discussions with the State, Counties and DHS to ensure that the tribes and the Native community are at the
planning and discussion table for rule changes, legislation, trainings, conferences, seminars, and collaborations regarding
child protection and placement.

* Attended and observed court proceedings in the Metro Counties as well as Carlton, Chisago and Itasca.

ICWA Education and Continued Community Outreach

®  Attended training -- Human Trafficking and Sexually Exploited Youth, 11/16 and 11/17/17.

* Letter sent to county judge highlighting some applicable ICWA amendments that became effective on December 12, 2016
and the 2015 statutory amendments to the Minnesota Indian Family Preservation Act because the case involved a third-
party custody action filed in Family Court and the Petitioners’ attorney was moving for default against the mother. Advised
the Court that the ICWA and MIFPA laws applied in Family Court because it was an American Indian child, 11/20/17.

*  Presentation before Mankato State University social workers on my duties, powers and the work that | do, 12/8/17.
*  Provided brief ICWA education and solicited donations for Mini MUID Annual Meet and Greet, 12/12 and 12/13/17.
e Attended ADYC WAIF Meeting, 1/17/18.

® Attended training — Identifying and Preventing Human Trafficking, 1/25/18.

e Meeting with Leech Lake Urban Office, 1/30/18.

s  Attended training -- Beyond Historical Trauma with Nancy Bordeaux and Family, 1/30 and 1/31/18.

*  Discussions with USOA Children and Families Chapter re: ICWA training at annual conference, 1/18 and 2/12/18.

*  Attended MUID Meeting, 1/30/18.

* Attended training - Convicting Sexual Traffickers in the Modern World, 2/9/18.

¢ Attended St. Paul Indians in Action meeting, 2/14/18.

®  Met with three mothers incarcerated at Shakopee Correctional Facility and with Parenting Coordinator, 2/15/18.

* Commenced discussions re: a presentation to incarcerated native mothers who have child protection cases, 2/16/18.
e  Attended training - Race on the Brain-Implicit Bias, 2/16/18.

®  Telephonic meeting with Minneapolis American Indian Center ICWA Program Director, 2/20/18.

*  Meeting with Prairie Island Tribal Attorney, 2/21/18.

*  Meeting with Leech Lake Urban Child Welfare Office, 2/22/18.

* Attended monthly meetings: Ramsey County ClI, ICWA Work Group and Ramsey County ICWA Advisory Board.

.

Continued discussions with counties on the importance of complying with ICWA and MIFPA; provided resources.

Result and Feedback from Community

Letter written by a father seeking resgurces and information on his son's child protection case- I picked up one of your Ombudsperson packet when
I was in the waiting room at indian Heolth Board in Minneapolis. | am just getting out of prison...[{ am writing because] | always end up forgetting
things and am not always the best at explaining things over the phone when it comes to one of my children. [ feel it is important that everything is
said...I was hoping that you could at least point me in the right direction. | guess the help that | am seeking is Jjust help to be able to be a part of my
son’s life. 1don’t have a lot of money but | am willing to do whatever it takes to be a part of his life. Whether that be supervised visits or whatever, |
Just know that he is 4 years old and | don’t want to be the dad that didn’t at least try and make things happen to be part of his life. 1 believe that | am
at least starting in the right direction. | have been sober 8 months and am working at doing things the right way.

The father was provided with resources and information; referred several individuals to the office and sent a thank you - You and the resources you
have provided me have been a great help to me and other people as well. Thanks for everything. | do believe that | am making the changes | need to
make a wonderful life. 1am forever grateful for you and your work. Have a good week. I will keep in touch as | am sure | will have many people who
also need your services. Thanks again.

Email: Jill.Esch@state.mn,us Website: www.ombudsfamilies.state.mn.us Tel. 651-643-2523
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New Law Passed
During 2017
Legislative Session

Reimbursement to Counties and Tribes for Certain
Out-of-Home Placements

This law ONLY pertains to AMERICAN INDIAN
CHILDREN who are in out-of-home placement —
away from the child’s parent or guardian

Counties will be reimbursed under a certain formula
if the commissioner of human services certifies to
the commissioner of revenue that the county is in
substantial compliance with the ICWA Compliance
Review System.
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1 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2017 477A.0126

477A.0126 REIMBURSEMENT TO COUNTIES AND TRIBES FOR CERTAIN OUT-OF-HOME
PLACEMENTS.

Subdivision 1. Definition. For purposes of this section, "out-of-home placement" means 24-hour substitute
care for an Indian child as defined by section 260C.007, subdivision 21, away from the child's parent or
guardian and for whom the county or tribal social services agency has been assigned responsibility for the
child's placement and care, which includes placement in foster care under section 260C.007, subdivision
18.

Subd. 2. Determination of nonfederal share of costs. (2) By July 1, 2017, and each June ! thereafter,
each county shall report the following information to the commissioner of human services:

(1) the amount paid out of the county's social service agency budget for out-of-home placement of Indian
children in the calendar year immediately preceding the year in which the report was made; and

(2) the number of days foster care maintenance payments were made for each Indian child the calendar
year immediately preceding the year in which the report was made.

(b) The commissioner of human services shall prescribe the format of the report. By July 15, 2017, and
each July 1 thereafter, the commissioner of human services shall certify to the commissioner of revenue and
to the legislative committees with jurisdiction over local government aids and out-of-home placement funding
the data reported under this subdivision and whether it accurately reflects total expenditures by counties for
out-of-home placement costs of Indian children. The commissioner of human services shall also certify to
the commissioner of revenue the reimbursement amounts received from the federal government for
out-of-home placement costs for the previous calendar year received by each initiative tribe under section
256.01, subdivision 14b.

(c) Until the commissioner of human services develops another mechanism for collecting and verifying
data on out-of-home placements of Indian children, the data collected under this subdivision must be used
to calculate payments under subdivision 3.

Subd. 3. Aid for counties. (a) For aids payable in calendar year 2018 and thereafter, the Department of
Revenue shall reimburse each county the county's proportionate share of the appropriation in subdivision 7
that remains after the aid for tribes in subdivision 4 has been paid.

(b) Each county's proportionate share is based on the county's nonfederal share of the cost for out-of-home
placement of Indian children for the calendar year that was certified by the commissioner of human services
under subdivision 2, paragraph (b), provided that:

(1) the commissioner of human services certifies to the commissioner of revenue that accurate data are
available to make the aid determination under this-section; and

(2) the commissioner of human services certifies to the commissioner of revenue that the county is in
substantial compliance with the compliance review system developed in accordance with subdivision 6.

(c) If the commissioner of human services determines that a county is substantially out of compliance
with the Indian Child Welfare Act or the Minnesota Indian Family Preservation Act, as determined under
subdivision 6, the commissioner of human services shall provide written notice to the county of its-
noncompliance, and what actions are necessary by the county to improve and maintain compliance.

(d) If the county remains substantially out of compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act or the
Minnesota Indian Family Preservation Act as determined by the commissioner of human services under

Copyright © 2017 by the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
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subdivision 6 for a second consecutive year, the county shall be eligible for 50 percent of the aid under this

section beginning with the next certification and until the commissioner of human services certifies to the
commissioner of revenue that the county is in substantial compliance and is eligible for the aid payment.

The commissioner of human services shall certify to the commissioner of revenue by July 1 of each year
which counties are eligible for an aid reduction in the following year.

Subd. 4. Aid for tribes. For aids payable in 2018 and thereafter, the amount of reimbursement to each
initiative tribe under section 256.01, subdivision 14b, shall be the greater of:

(1) five percent of the reimbursement amount received from the federal government for out-of-home
placement costs for the previous calendar year that was certified under subdivision 2, paragraph (b); or

(2) $200,000.

Subd. 5. Payments. The commissioner of revenue must compute the amount of the reimbursement aid
payable to each county and tribe under this section. On or before August 1 of each year, the commissioner
shall certify the amount to be paid to each county and tribe in the following year. The commissioner shall
pay reimbursement aid annually at the times provided in section 477A.015.

Subd. 6. Indian Child Welfare Act compliance system review.(a) By January 1, 2018, the
commissioner of human services, in consultation with counties and tribes, shall develop a system to review
county compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act and the Minnesota Indian Family Preservation Act.
The system may include, but is not limited to, the cases to be reviewed, the criteria to be reviewed to
demonstrate compliance, the rate of noncompliance and the coordinating penalty, the program improvement
plan, and training.

(b) The commissioner of human services shall provide continuous review of cases reported by counties
for aid payments under this section for compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act and the Minnesota
Indian Family Preservation Act.

(c) The determination made by the commissioner of human services regarding a county's compliance
or noncompliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act and the Minnesota Indian Family Preservation Act
shall be final. ’

Subd. 7. Appropriation. (2) $5,000,000 is annually appropriated to the commissioner of revenue from
the general fund to pay aid under this section. -

(b) $390,000 is appropriated annually from the general fund to the commissioner of human services to
implement subdivision 6.

History: 1Sp2017 c 1 art4s 14

NOTE: This section, as added by Laws 2017, First Special Session chapter 1, article 4, section 14, is
effective beginning with aids payable in 2018, except the appropriation in subdivision 7, paragraph (b), is
effective beginning with fiscal year 2019. Laws 2017, First Special Session chapter 1, article 4, section 14,
the effective date.
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Urban Indian Advisory Board (UIAB)

Update on recent UIAB meeting:
w Presentation on Nutritional Intervention for Opiate Addiction (see below)

w UIAB supports the State Guardian Ad Litem request for additional Native GALs and additional funding
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Nutritional support for recovering addicts

1. Omega-3 fatty acids
Too high of a ratio of omega-6 to omega-3 causes inflammation®

a.

Partially due to enzymatic competition
1. Omega-6 fatty acids are elongated via same enzymes used in making
more EPA and DHA?, thus too much pro-inflammatory omega-6
decreases body’s capacity to make anti-inflammatory EPA/DHA.

b. Pre-clinical studies (non-human)

i

Omega-3 deficient rat show reduced®* and supplemented rats show improved
executive control over reward system via improved distribution of type-2

dopamine receptors®”’
Compared to control diet, fish oil supplemented diet reduced anxiety-like
symptoms in rats given amphetamine® and morphine®

c. Clinical studies

Omega-3 PUFA deficiency across generations produced cognitive and motivated
behavior deficits in adolescents, and affected expression of dopamine-related
proteins®

Double-blind, randomized trial over 3 months supplementing substance abusers
with DHA/EPA reduced anger and anxiety scores from baseline!!

Lower baseline plasma levels of omega-3 PUFA were associated with higher risk
of relapse at 3, 6 and 12 months among cocaine abusers??

Lower baseline plasma levels of DHA were associated with increased risk of
relapse at 6 and 12 months among alcohol, cocaine, and heroin (or a
combination) abusers*?

Double-blind, randomized trial of abstinent alcoholics given fish oil (EPA/DHA)
for three weeks. Results showed reduced cortisol levels and perceived stress in

fish oil group®®

d. Review/Hypothesis

2. Vitamin D3

a.

b.
C.
d

Good short explanation for the omega-3 fish oil hypothesis for reversing
negative effects of addictive drugs such as hypofunctioning dopamine
neurotransmission, craving, and withdrawal®

Typical intake is well below recommendations?®

Vitamin D3 receptor is expressed in dopamine neurons®’

Vitamin D3 can protect dopamine neurons against drugs of abuse'®

Recent rodent study'®

D3 deficiency increased drug consumption in rats

D3 treatment reduced drug consumption in rats

D3 treatment increased dopamine genes in rats
1. Gene for synthesis of dopamine {TH) increased (see also?®)
2. Gene for dopamine transporter (Slc6a3) increased
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3. Gene for type-2 dopamine receptors increased
3. Precautions

a. Many recovery addicts struggle to control appetite. This can lead to anxiety about becoming

overweight?*
. Fish oil acts as a blood thinner, caution should be used for hemophiliacs or prior to surgery.

¢. Vitamin D3 is fat-soluble; therefore it can accumulate in the body to toxic levels.
Tolerable upper intake level (UL) is 4,000 1U/day. Evidence does not yet support
pharmacologic dosing, but supplementing to recommended (physiologic) levels might be

beneficial.
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Why We Should Test All Addicts for Nutritional Deficiencies

Nutritional Causes of Addiction and Relapse

Alcohol and drugs of abuse mimic the function of certain natural neurotransmitters. If a
person is unable to produce adequate amounts of a particular neurotransmitter because of
poor diet, toxic exposure, prolonged stress, or genetic inefficiency, the deficiency will
cause a vulnerability to addiction specifically for a drug that closely matches the area of
shortage.

Endorphins and Natural pain killer | DL-phenylalanine, | Morphine, heroin,
enkephalins for physical or leucine, prescription
emotional pain methionine, painkillers, alcohol
glycine, tyrosine
Serotonin Calm during tryptophan Sugar; marijuana;
frustrating alcohol
situations; converts
to melatonin to help
us sleep at night
GABA Calms anxiety and | glutamine Benzos; alcohol
racing thoughts
Catecholamines Concentration, tyrosine Cocaine, nicotine,
(dopamine and alertness, euphoria, amphetamines
ngrepinephrine) enables rapid shifts
in attention

If a person is addicted to heroin, for example, we will likely find that he or she has a
shortage of the amino acids that produce the endorphins and enkephalins, Supplementing
the lacking amino acids will reduce craving and risk of relapse. Having good levels of
needed amino acids makes people less vulnerable to addiction.
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Relapse and Suicide Risk When Omega 3 Fatty Acids Are Low

Use of opiates, alcohol, and nicotine all strip omega 3 fatty acids from the body. Poor diet
also causes omega 3 levels to drop. Low levels of omega 3 are associated with high risk
of suicide. When an addict commits suicide, we tend to attribute it to personal struggle
and despair. However, it is possible that biochemical shifts in the brain because of low
omega 3 levels played a large part. Having good levels of omega 3 fatty acids also
provides protection against vulnerability to addiction, helps with withdrawal, and reduces

likelihood of relapse.

What Tests Should Be Included In Nutritional Assessment

Amino acid analysis (blood test)

Amino acids are the building blocks of neurotransmitters. Specific amino acid
deficiencies will cause an imbalance in particular neurotransmitters, which in turn
lead to mental illnesses, sleep problems, and substance cravings.

Elemental analysis (hair, blood, and urine test)
Check levels of specific chemical elements or minerals. We need high enough

levels of certain ones such as zinc or magnesium for proper functioning. Others
such as lead or cadmium are toxic.

Comprehensive vitamin profile (blood)
Vitamins and phytonutrients are needed in order to carry out hundreds of

biochemical reactions, including the production of energy in cells. They are also
needed to manufacture all key neurotransmitters relevant to addiction and mental

illness.

Fatty acid analysis (blood)

Fatty acids are needed to make the membranes of every cell in the body, including
brain cells. Every neuron is sheathed in a fatty substance called myelin which
enables it to function properly. Low levels of essential fatty acids are associated
with impaired brain function, ADHD, depression, addiction, and suicide.
Supplying the body with generous levels of essential fatty acids is critical in
helping the brain heal from substance abuse.

Allergy profile (blood)
A very high percentage of people with substance problems have multiple allergies

that drain emotional and physical resources in the body. Food allergies are
common. People in recovery should avoid allergenic foods until their digestive
systems are healed and can handle them.

Comprehensive digestive analysis (stool)

Substance abuse will cause profound disturbances in levels of stomach acid,
composition of gut flora, and digestive enzymes. Often people with digestive
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problems have been told that emotional problems are causing the upset stomach
when it is the reverse. Digestive abnormalities can drive mood swings, craving,
and depression.

Comprehensive Organix (urine)
Organic acids are intermediate substances produced when the body is assembling

and breaking down chemicals as part of energy production, detoxification,
neurotransmitter breakdown or intestinal microbial activity. If we find too much
of one organic acid, it can mean that something is wrong: a nutrient deficiency,
inherited enzyme deficit, toxic build-up, or drug effect. It is a way to see if there
are any blockages in systems.

Success Rate of Treatment When Nutritional Interventions Are Added

Under the standard treatment for alcohol and drug recovery, only about 25% of
patients remain drug-free after a year. The success rate rises to 80% when
nutritional testing and remediation is done. (These results are based on a clinical
outcome study reported by New Standards, Inc., an independent research group
which assesses drug and alcohol recovery results. They reviewed the treatment
and outcome results of thousands of patients treated at the Tully Hill Hospital, a
rehabilitation facility near Syracuse, New York. The medical director there
incorporated nutritional testing and remediation into the treatment plans of each
patient.)

Nutritional Causes and Interventions for Common Co-Occurring Mental Illnesses

Addiction often comes coupled with one or more mental illnesses. For instance,
people with substance abuse problems may also suffer from bipolar disorder,
ADHD, depression, or PTSD. It has long been known that mental illnesses can
run in families; that is, they are largely genetic. What is only recently understood
is that the mechanism by which many mental illnesses operate is through
nutritional inefficiencies.

Many mental illnesses are related to inborn errors of metabolism. Genetic
polymorphisms (variations of a gene) may code for slightly deformed enzymes
that aren’t as good at binding micronutrients supplied by the diet to do necessary
work for the body. As a result, enzyme activity is reduced, producing symptoms
of a mental illness. This type of inefficient enzyme situation has been linked to
bipolar disorder, depression, ADHD, and many other mental health problems.
Micronutrient shortage can cause chronic inflammation and deterioration of
neurons. For these genetic disorders, loading up on micronutrients through
supplements can be an effective treatment.
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Example of Use of Micronutrient Supplementation to Treat Bipolar Disorder

The chief spokesperson for including supplementation with broad-spectrum
micronutrients in the treatment of bipolar disorder is psychopharmacology researcher
and psychiatrist, Dr. Charles Popper. Dr. Popper wrote a widely-used textbook on
developmental psychopharmacology and is a faculty member at McLean Medical
Center and Harvard Medical School. His specialty area is bipolar disorder. In a recent
address to psychiatrists, he summarized research results on using broad-spectrum
nutrients in place of standard psychiatric medications:

About 80% of drug-naive adults or kids with bipolar disorder improve in mania or
depression in 1-2 months. Most could discontinue all psychiatric medications.

The broad-based micronutrient treatment was effective for bipolar I or II. It was
also effective for non-bipolar major depressive disorder.

The dosage of micronutrients from beginning to full dose can be achieved within
a few days if the patient is not already on other medications.

After achieving a full dose for five days, most patients saw a complete remission
of mania. This is faster than anything that standard medications can offer.
Eliminating depressive symptoms took longer, from 4-8 weeks at full dose, longer
if chronic or if there were symptoms of psychosis.

The antidepressant and antimanic effects were comparable to conventional
psychiatric medications, but without the side effects.

Relapse rates were much lower. Hospitalization rates were rare.

There were fewer residual symptoms and those that existed were mild. Patients on
micronutrients usually just need one annual check-in, not monthly medication

meetings.

The clinicians said that their bipolar patients on micronutrients are increasingly
stable over time. Increasing stability as patients age is a huge benefit.

Patients with bipolar disorder that still needed some standard medication are able
to greatly reduce the dose, resulting in fewer side effects.

Dr. Popper is of the opinion that clinicians could use broad-spectrum
micronutrient supplementation as a first line of treatment only if there was no
immediate crisis and no risk to delaying standard treatment. They shouldn’t be
used if a patient is not stable. After a patient is stable, he or she could be
cautiously transitioned to inclusion of micronutrients as part of the treatment plan.
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Successful Use of Micronutrient Treatment for Traumatic Brain Injury

Micronutrient supplementation has also been shown to be effective with
depression, ADHD, and PTSD. It is spectacularly helpful in recovery from
traumatic brain injury. Many addicts also suffer from TBI, and micronutrient
supplementation could be included in treatment plans.

Including Micronutrients Enables Doctors to Lower Needed Medication Amounts

Taking broad-spectrum micronutrients potentiates the effects of other central nervous
system drugs by an average of 3-5 times. Micronutrients amplify the effects of

lithium 100 times. This is seen in every patient. Therefore, including micronutrients
in the treatment of a person already taking other standard medications has to be done
extremely carefully and under a knowledgeable physician’s supervision. For instance,

in the treatment of bipolar disorder, doctors use “micro-doses” of lithium in
combination with micronutrients. The standard dose of lithium for patients with
bipolar disorder is from 600-2000 mg per day. For bipolar patients using
micronutrient formulas, it would be 4-20 mg per day.

Using micronutrients to treat mental illnesses that co-occur with addiction would cut
down on the amount of medication that addicts must take. Standard medications are
_ hard on the detoxification systems of the body. Using micronutrients when possible

would relieve pressure on the liver.

Nutritional approaches to the treatment of addiction and mental illness represent
the future of psychopharmacology.

There will be increasing use of nutritional interventions as a complement to or
replacement of standard medications in many kinds of addiction and mental illness. All
mental health care practitioners should learn as much about it as they can. The newly-
formed professional association, the International Society for Nutritional Psychiatry
Research, has attracted a membership from the leading research organizations in the
world, including Harvard University, Johns Hopkins University, and Oxford University.
Their discussions center on the limitations and side effects of standard psychoactive
medications and whether equally effective interventions based on nutritional research
could replace or complement standard medications. Some of the researchers focus solely
on nutritional interventions to opiate addiction.

Feb 2773 2018 Page 31



Resources

How to Arrange Nutritional Testing

Two of the largest labs that do nutritional testing are Genova Diagnostics
(www.gdx.net) and Great Plains Laboratory (www.greatplainslaboratory.com). A
doctor or nurse practitioner orders the tests and there is a staff person at the lab
that can help interpret the results. There is a third lab, OmegaQuant
(www.OmegaQuant.com) that just tests Omega-3 levels. They do not require a
doctor’s involvement to test a person’s Omega-3 levels.

Where to Find the Micronutrients Used in the Research Studies

The micronutrients used in the research studies are a special clinical-strength
version. You couldn’t replicate the strength and balance of nutrients by just going
to the drug store and buying a bunch of vitamins. The supplements tested in the
research studies reported here were developed by Hardy Nutritionals. They are
available at www.hardynutritionals.com. The product name is Daily Essential
Nutrients (the stronger clinical strength form). It requires expertise to begin
including micronutrients in the treatment of someone on medications of any kind.
The staff at Hardy Nutritionals will coach a health care professional in how to do
it correctly.

Learning More About Using Nutritional Interventions for Addiction and Mental Health

The web site for the International Society for Nutritional Psychiatry Research is
www.isnpr.org. There are links to a number of research studies on their site.

A number of professional presentations given by members of the International
Society for Nutritional Psychiatry Research have been posted on YouTube. Here
are three that relate to the information given here:

Dr. Charles Popper, Harvard: Micronutrients for a Metabolic Tune Up.
(2017, May 03).

Dr. Charlie Popper On Micronutrients in Mental Health. (2011, September
18).

The surprisingly dramatic role of nutrition in mental health | Julia
Rucklidge | TEDxChristchurch. (2014, November 10).

For more information about nutritional interventions for addiction or mental health,
please feel free to contact Alexandra (Alex) Conroy, PhD at 651-494-4496 or
conrQ1 1] @umn.edu.
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Tribal Nations Education Committee Report

Michael Stillday TNEC Chair

The TNEC (meeting) schedule is posted on the welisiis://www.thecmn.com/

Every Student Succeeds tribal consultation meetings; 1 day scheduled in Oct and 2 days in Dec. All but one schooldmviedfad
consultation.

Working on how our children are counted / classified. Use American Indian as default rather than "other" race.
TNEC has been named as the entity to address new state laws.

Updated position paper:
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Tribal Nations Education Committee

(i) TNEC

Position on Education

Education for American Indians is a treaty right.

The Commerce Clause of the United States Constitution affirms that tribes are sovereign entities that are
not subordinate to states, therefore the relationship between tribes and states must be
government-to-government. The Tribal Nations Education Committee (TNEC) was established to remedy
the lack of government-to-government communication, cooperation and consultation between the State of
Minnesota and tribal nations related to education.

It is the mission of the TNEC to strengthen, protect and advance the overall education experience and
opportunities for all American Indian students, families and communities of Minnesota. The TNEC is
formally endorsed by both the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Tribal Executive Committee and the Minnesota
Indian Affairs Council.

Tribal nations and the State of Minnesota must continue to work towards strengthening and advancing the
educational experiences for all American Indian students, educators, families and communities of
Minnesota. The TNEC acknowledges the wide range of current investments and budget proposals that
aim to benefit young children and families, the TNEC requests specific priority across all policy and
budget proposal for American Indian students and educators.

The State of Minnesota has one of the lowest graduation rates for American Indian students in the Nation.
Recent data released by the Minnesota Department of Education shows the graduation rate for American
Indian students has increased less than 10% since 2010, but other student groups have increased their
rates at a much quicker pace, which has only widened the academic achievement gap. The achievement
gap for American Indian students in Math: 27.7%; Reading 24.4%, Science 25.5%. This is unacceptable.
The TNEC requests State agencies to work in close consultation with us to identify and implement
strategies to improve the educational outcomes for all American Indian students within all
Minnesota-based education programs.

Tribal Nation Education Committee Members:
Geraldine Kozlowski — Grand Portage; Mary Otto — White Earth, Billie Annette —,
MCT; Jennifer Johnson - Fond du Lac; Dorothy Robinson - Leech Lake; Blllie
Mason - Bols Forte; Beth Tepper — Shakopee: LeAnn Benjamin - Mille Lacs; Paul
Dressen - Prairie Island; Jackle Probst - Lower Sioux; Marisa Anywaush - Upper
Sioux; Michael Stillday — Red Lake; David Isham — Twin Cities Metro; Edye Howes -
Greater Minnesota
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Early Learning

Support for Early Learning programs is an investment. Research shows the benefits of birth to age 5
programs. There is convincing evidence that high quality early learning experiences give American Indian
children the tools to be ready to learn when they begin kindergarten. It is the framework for children to
develop strong foundational cognitive skills, develop social emotional competence and establish patterns
of engagement in school and learning.

In order to ensure that all American Indian children have access to quality early learning programming,
the Minnesota Legislature must:
e Continue a tribal set-aside for early learning scholarships.
e Designate state appropriated funds to increase slots for tribal Head Start and Early Head Start
programs.
e Extended year funding for Head Start and EHS.
e Expand access to Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) funds to reach all tribal
communities.
e Expand access to Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) funds to reach all tribal
communities.
e Recommend increasing the universe of service providers to include tribal referral networks.
e Appropriate additional funding to recruit and retain high quality early childhood teachers in high
need areas.

Pre-K through Grade 12

The American Indian Education Act of 1988 is legislation intended to provide for American Indian
education programs specially designed to meet unique educational or culturally related academic needs
of American Indian children. The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) must inform and hold all
school districts within the State accountable to these laws.

The TNEC requests the Minnesota Department of Education and school districts to:

e Remove barriers for participation in extracurricular activities such as transportation and fees.

e Implement “American Indian Education for All', including curriculum and instruction of American
Indian history, government, culture, science, arts and other contributions of American Indians in
all Minnesota schools for all students.

e Coordinate efforts to increase support American Indian students and communities.

e Provide increased training and technical assistance to American Indian communities.

e Coordinate technical assistance efforts within MDE to ensure American Indian students meet all
state proficiency standards.

e Provide Historical Trauma/Trauma Informed Training as Professional Development for ALL
district staff.

The TNEC requests all professional boards and associations:

e Be inclusive of Tribal Schools in membership, trainings and resources.

e Require school administrators, including but not limited to Superintendents, Principals,
Counselors and School Board Members, to earn clock hours in Tribal Sovereignty, Tribal
Communities and Tribal students in order to better meet the needs of American Indian students.

The TNEC requests the State of Minnesota to:

e Continue using the state definition of American Indian student.

e Recognize American Indian as the primary default for students choosing American Indian as one
of the “two or more” category
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Continue the new cap of $3,230 per pupil state equalization funding for BIE schools.
Increase the personnel and fiscal capacity of the Minnesota Office of Indian Education in order to:

e Provide increased technical assistance and guidance to Early Childhood Programs and
K-12 public, charter, and Bureau of Indian Education-funded schools.

e Continue to provide training and support to Indian Home/School Liaisons, Indian
Education professionals, program staff, and American Indian Parent Advisory
Committees.

e Provide additional cultural competence training activities to administrators, school boards,
school staff, support staff and American Parent Advisory Committees.

Higher Education
Higher education is no longer an option, it is a necessity. The TNEC is committed to making a full range
of higher education options available and easily accessible for all American Indian students in Minnesota.

The TNEC requests that the State of Minnesota:

Initiate action to increase the drastically underrepresented number of American Indian school
teachers in our public school systems by:

e’ Providing incentive aid to school districts to encourage recruitment, employment, and
retention of American Indian K-12 certified, licensed teachers, principals and
superintendents.

e Adequately and equitably fund the Minnesota Indian Teacher Training Program.
Support the Commissioner of MDE and the Commissioner of the Office of Higher Education to
ensure that colleges and universities have complied with the request to modify teacher training
programs to include curriculum with specific content regarding tribal sovereignty, history and
culture for all students entering the teaching field.

Support a tuition and fee waiver for all American Indian students attending Minnesota State
Colleges and Universities and University of Minnesota institutions in order to increase access.
Support equalization funds for Minnesota Tribal Colleges in order to stabilize core institutional
funding.

Support research to better serve the diverse demographic needs of American Indian students that
are eligible for the Minnesota Indian Scholarship program.

The TNEC requests the Minnesota State Colleges & University System (MNSCU), the University of
Minnesota, Minnesota’s Private Colleges, and Tribal Colleges to:

Identify, develop and implement strategies to address the issue of historically low retention of
American Indian students.

Submit an annual report to tribes on the status of these and other efforts related to the outcomes
of American Indian students in higher education systems prior to July 31 each year.

Modify teacher training programs to include curriculum with specific content regarding tribal
sovereignty, history and culture for all students entering the field of education by 2020.

Require licensed teachers to enroll in continuing education courses in these content areas every
five years in order to maintain their teaching licensure.

Require all Minnesota Indian Teacher Training Programs (MITTP) to include specific and
integrated instruction to better prepare teachers to meet the needs of American Indian students.
TNEC recommends that MITTP funding be straight scholarship, non-need based and continue to
expand further with using funds for recruitment and retention of students.

Support collaborations between Minnesota Tribal Colleges and other higher education institutions
(articulations agreements, two-plus-two programs, etc.).
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Language Revitalization & Immersion

Education and Language Revitalization are essential within our communities and are key to improving the
lives of our people. Research indicates that American Indian students achieve at higher rates when
taught through comprehensive, full-day language immersion programs that incorporate environment,
culture and language and in traditional schools which imbed environment, culture and language.

The TNEC requests that the State of Minnesota:
e Continue to support Native language revitalization efforts funded through the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment.
e Commit financial resources to support current Native language programs, immersion models,
curriculum development and program development.
e Increase support for future community-based, Tribal-based and Tribal College-based programs
that will strengthen the Native language revitalization movement.

Accomplishments

Tribes know their unique needs best. Minnesota Tribal Nations were acutely aware that Minnesota was
not consulting with them through a true government-to-government relationship. As a result, they took
action by creating and authorizing their own independent education committee to work directly with state
agencies. As aresult, Tribal Nations are once again recognized within the Minnesota Department of
Education and cited in state statute. A respectful relationship between Tribes and the State is now
growing. The TNEC submits its Position on Education to the State annually and continues to build
relationships with State agencies which allow for meaningful consultation with results. The following are
some of the accomplishments either initiated and/or supported by Minnesota Tribal Nations as a result of
exercising their sovereignty:

e The establishment of the Tribal Nations Education Committee (TNEC)

e MDE will hold an Indian Education Summit each year for key stakeholders, to include but not
limited to tribal administrators, Tribal Colleges, school administrators, educators, Indian Education
staff parents and students, on relevant issues facing Indian Education in the State of Minnesota.

e The relationship between MDE and the TNEC is codified in state statute with the following
language: The commissioner shall seek consultation with the TNEC on all issues relating to
American Indian education.

¢ The Office of Indian Education was reinstated in 2012 with the hiring of an Indian Education
Director, and the position became permanent per state statute.

e The Minnesota Legislature has funded all-day every-day kindergarten programs across the state,
thus making kindergarten available for all Minnesota children.

e The Minnesota Legislature supported Governor Dayton's proposed funding for School Bullying
Prevention.

e Anincreased appropriation for the Minnesota Indian Scholarship Program.

e Developed a § year strategic plan.

e As aresult of the 2015 special session, the competitive Success for the Future grant program
was eliminated and replaced with a formula aid program that provides funding on a per-pupil
basis to 136 public school districts, charter schools, and BIE schools, serving nearly 95% of our
American Indian students in Minnesota. The formula now provides a minimum funding floor of
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$20,000 to any school district that enrolls at least 20 American Indian students as well as $358 for
every American Indian student enrolled over 20. The funding and program has essentially
quadrupled with a biennial appropriation of over $17.6 million and an expansion of eligible
districts and schools from 32 to 136.

In addition to this change, the $1500 per pupil cap on state equalization funding for BIE schools
was lifted and a new cap of $3,230 was established, more than doubling the per pupil
equalization funding the state provides.

Provided Tribal Consultations to 10 Metro area schools

Presented at NIEA and MIEA

Consulted on the reinterpretation of the Integration & Achievement funding in regards to

American Indian student count.

Revised February 2018
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Joint Advisory Council

Virgil Sholm: At our last joint council meeting we discussed how sharing clients / partnering can t
serve our clients. Sub Oxone & Opioid training and education on historical trauma is something
need to concentrate on making sure people have access to.

Pam HughesCoChair Chemical Health: SUD reform (substance use disorder), comprehensive
assessments that will be billable (this will benefit tribes).

Rickie Smith: Guardian Ad Litem program. 2012 resolution passed by MIAC regarding GAL sug
was important to using Native American GAL's.
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11 i

Commissioner / Tribal Liaison Reports

MIAC Board
; Follow-Up Items:
Department of Education: ©

Commissioner Dr. Brenda Casselinet present w

Tribal Liaison Jane Harstadot present

Update:

F ey

Department of Human Services: Follow-Up Items:
W
: Commissioner Emily Johnson Pipaot present ®
v Deputy Commissioner Nikki Farrago
Tribal Liaison Vern LaPlanteot present

Update:
MDH is doubling the ICWA staff, we are in the process of hiring 3 additional staff plus a supervisor
Two American Indian Councils are proposed to sunset on June 30th; the American Indian Advisory Council and the Amerikawhdauncil. We are pushing a

proposal forward but it probably won't be identified as a MDH bill, we are looking for authors to carry bills at this time.

Department of Natural Resources: Follow-Up Items:
. W
v Commissioner Thomas Landwehr ®

Assistant Commissioner / Tribal Liaison Bob Meier

Update:
"~ Currently working on the annual negotiations with the 1837 treaty bands; includes Fond du Lac and Mille Lacs. Non thibed mehe Mille Lacs area are usually vor
about the Walleye issue and negotiations. An outside review of the methodology shows they (DNR and the tribes) arendsipgotieerly and the numbers are sound

An MOU with Fond du Lac of the 1854 treaty has been in the works for many years but recently has been signed by both@immiisnand DNR Landwehr.

Conservation code is being updated by Leech Lake and Fond du Lac
From 2010 to 2013 there was a 50% drop in the moose population. This has stabilized since 2013. Q: Why or what do#gsiRNRstrop to? A: Sick moose and

predators for the most part.
People are harvesting birch poles and spruce tops, figuring out conservation codes for this issue

Department of Human Rights: Follow-Up Items:
w
Commissioner Kevin Lindsey

Update:

Department of Employment and Economic Developmer Follow-Up Items:
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Department of Employment and Economic Developmer Follow-Up Items:

W
Commissioner Shawntera Hardgot present ®
Tribal Liaison Gerry Wennenot present
Update:
Department of Corrections: Follow-Up ltems:

= Commissioner Tom Reyiot present
v Deputy Commissioner Ron Solheid
Tribal Liaison Gino Anselmo

Update:

First, thank you to Dennis Olson (the world's best note taker) for volunteering to take notes during the recent Trib&¢ilt&@n meetings.

We are looking at what exactly do we (DOC) need to work on with the tribes? How to create positive working relationshiphatibroductive discussions about
reentry and look to develop plans for successful reintegration tools. These meetings have been facilitated by JohnrikbapaR@C Commissioner Tom Roy.

Minnesota Housing Finance Agency: FollowUp ltems:
w
Commissioner Mary Tingerthal ®

¢ Deputy Commissioner Barb Sporlien
“v Tribal Liaison Rick Smith

Update:
'~ This session we have a 1m housing bonding proposal that is supported by MIAC (from the Dec 2016 meeting) to suppstimoasting and new housing
(including senior housing)

RFP KEY DATES:

"~ Monday April 16th our RFP will be posted
5/15 - existing housing prapplication due
5/31 - rental housing intent to apply due
6/14 - applications due

Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation: Follow-Up Items:
. W

“v  Commissioner Mark Phillips ®

Update:

Working on legislation to incorporate part of Bois Forte (Nett Lake area) into a funding territory for the IRRRB as blettdralye is not a funding territory
and there are some energy updates that we could work together on. Thisisamroversial legislation.

Department of Health: Follow-Up Items:
®

. W
“v Deputy Commissioner Dan Pollock

“ Tribal Liaison Jackie Dionne

Update:

A lot of conversations about Naloxone

We have a hearing at 8:15 Thursday morning regarding HF 1440

Tribal Health Directors meet regularly at Shakopee (Mystic Lake) we encourage tribal leaders / elected officials to aitéodameetings.
HF1615

Handout- see SafeHarbor Tab or HandoufsY| current working on activities and safe harbor
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Department of Transportation:

Follow-Up Items:
®
W

= Commissioner Charlie Zellaot present
“v Tribal Liaison Ed Fairbanks

Update:

Condolences to Ray Villebrun and the entire Bois Forte Nation

The new MnDOT Tribal Liaison, Levi Brown will be starting March 8th. Ed Fairbanks will be retiring fall 201
TribalState Relations Training Update: April session at Upper Sioux and June at Grand Portag

Red Lake and Bois Forte adhere to TERO Native American Employment

1854 Ceded Territory sign is up on the 1854 boundary. 1stin the Nation to do this!

Department of Veterans Affairs: Follow-Up Items:
W
Commissioner Larry Shellitmot present ®
Department of Administration: Follow-Up Items:
W
Commissioner Matt Massmamot present ®
Governor's Office Designee: Follow-Up Items:
. W
v Kate Perushek, Senior Policy Advisor ®

Update:

State of the State Address is March 14th

Budget forecast will be released tomorrow and the supplemental budget will be ready in the next couple of weeks

Penny a pill fee on opioid manufacturers, unsure how the republican leadership will feel about the idea.

MN Tribal Youth Gatheringhe fund raising aspect continues, not necessarily just the tribes, looking to vendors and friends to contribute.

House Member:

‘v Representative Peggy Flanagan

Update:
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POCI (People of Color Caucus)

House Member:
‘v Representative Dean Urdahl

Update:
Since this is a bonding year, would like to discuss with each of you your thoughts on amending the Act of 1i
acknowledge the wrongdoings and now welcome all Indians in the state of MN.

Senator:

Senator Gary Dahmsot present.

Update:

Senator:

Senator Loureynot present

Update:

Other Agencies Present

Follow-Up Items:
W

Update:
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Ain Dah Yung Center

Deb Foster, Sheri Reimers, and Erika Scwichtenberg

American Indians represent 2% of the population in MN, yet 22% of American Indian youth are homeless. Our goal isrténcor,
traditional teachings, medicine gardens, cultural foundations with complete wrap around services for these homeless goartd. W
seeking partners, we see this as an opportunity to work together. SMSC and MLBO have already stepped up the platgeshish
to leverage $1M for the project. Additional details included in handout below.

Comment: Bois Fortd commend you for all the work that you have already done on behalf of our
youth and thank you for your continued efforts.
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