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I. Welcome/Opening Comments – Chair Metzen

II. Public Comment – Chair Metzen

III. Approval of April 14, 2016 board meeting minutes – Action Item – Chair Metzen

IV. Budget Summary – Discussion Item – Suzanne Alliegro

V. 2016 Legislative Request – Discussion Item – Suzanne Alliegro

VI. Appeal Panel Observations – Chief Anderson


VII. Program Administrator’s Update – Suzanne Alliegro

VIII. September GAL Board Meeting   - Suzanne Alliegro

IX. Executive Session
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WHAT A GUARDIAN CAN AND CANNOT DO IN CASE

A Guardian ad Litem is an advocate for a child whose welfare is a matter of concern for the court. The role of the guardian ad litem and duties the guardian ad litem performs are set out in Minnesota laws and the Minnesota Rules of Guardian Ad Litem Procedures as created by the Minnesota Supreme Court.

The role of the Guardian ad Litem is to make recommendations to the court regarding the best interests of the child. The court considers the recommendations of a Guardian ad Litem along with all other evidence in the case including the testimony of the parties and witnesses. The court then determines the facts of the case and decides whether or not to include any of the Guardian ad Litem recommendations in the court’s order.     

A guardian ad litem can in every case 

· Advocate for the child’s best interests

· Listen to, observe and identify the child’ s needs and concerns

· Develop recommendations for the child based on observation, information from persons familiar with the child and review of the documents

· Visit the child in a home or placement

· Have access to meet with the child alone

· Collect information about a child from persons familiar with the child including but not limited to parents, relatives, foster parents, teachers, social workers, therapists, tribal representatives and the child

· Read medical, psychological, therapist and school reports and assessments and other documents to understand other professionals’ concerns and strengths regarding the family and the child

· Make recommendations for services and sometimes provide names of providers for the court to consider

· Present oral or written recommendations to the court regarding the child’s best interests

A guardian can but may not always in every case  

· Attend meetings with professionals and caregivers in homes, schools, social services or other meeting locations 

· File motions with the court

· Request to be made a party to a Family Court matter to which the Guardian ad Litem has been appointed

· Make reports as a mandated reporter to social service when abuse or neglect is witnessed

A guardian ad litem cannot in any case   

· Act as the child’s social worker, therapist or lawyer

· Give legal advice to anyone in the case or hire an attorney for the child or parent

· Enforce a court order or sanction a party

· Determine if abuse or neglect has occurred

· Make referrals for services for the child or parents or facilitate the referral process

· Transport children or parents

· Provide a “message” service  for parents to communicate with each other 

· Supervise services including mediation, visitation or parenting time exchanges

· Make placement arrangements for the child 

· Talk with every person involved in a child’s life 

· Remove a child from a home 

· Tell parties how or what a judge might rule on a case 
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