
Documenting the impacts of Operation Metro Surge and 
Operation PARRIS on Minnesotans from December 2025 to March 2026

CHILDREN DEPORTATIONS
Minnesotan children who were detained by federal immigration officers were often in custody for several weeks, 
with many sent to a facility in South Texas.

CHILDREN
DETAINED

More than 70 Minnesota children 
were detained between Dec. 1, 
2025 and Mar. 10, 2026.

1 IN 3 HELD FOR
OVER 20 DAYS

About a third of them were held 
in custody for more than 20 days. 
One child, age four or five, was in 
detention longer than a month.

CHILDREN SENT 
TO SOUTH TEXAS

More than 30 of the kids were 
sent to the Dilley Immigration 
Processing Center in South Texas, 
including a girl age 13 or 14, who 
was there for six weeks.  

Sources: Dernbach, Becky Z, and Cynthia Tu. 2026. “More than 70 Minnesota Children Detained in Operation Metro Surge, Data Show.” Sahan Journal. 
June 29, 2026. https://sahanjournal.com/immigration/ice-detention-data-minnesota-children-operation-metro-surge/. Deportation Data Project. 2026. 
“Immigration and Customs Enforcement.” August 21, 2026. https://deportationdata.org/data/processed/ice.html.

SCHOOL DISRUPTIONS
Children, parents, and school leaders experienced high levels of disruption, including increased absenteeism, 
while federal immigration officers operated in close proximity to schools and sometimes on school property.

80%

OF PUBLIC SCHOOL 
LEADERS STATEWIDE
said the surge negatively 
impacted students’ ability 
to learn.

Source: Center for Applied Research and Educational Improvement (CAREI), College of Education and Human Development, 
University of Minnesota. 2026. “Operation Metro Surge Impact Survey: Insights from Minnesota School Leaders.” March 2026.
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AFTER DETENTION, EVERYDAY SOUNDS AND BRIGHT LIGHTS ACTIVATED TRAUMA

For children who returned from detention, sirens, whistles, loud noises and bright lights, like those in a 
school cafeteria, activated trauma. “At these detention centers, they don’t shut the lights off at night. 
Ultimately, you’re sleeping with bright lights, loud noises.” — Kevin Centeno, community school 
coordinator for Valley View Elementary School in Columbia Heights

Source: Sahan Journal, April 21, 2026.
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DIRECT HARM AND THE RIPPLE EFFECT

CHILDHOOD UPROOTED

NEGATIVE IMPACT ON STUDENTS’ ABILITY TO LEARN

NORTHERN 50%

CENTRAL 63%

SOUTHERN 70%
TWIN CITIES METRO 95%

In all four regions at least 
50% of schools reported that 

operations had negatively 
impacted students’ ability to 

learn in their schools. 



DIRECT HARM AND THE RIPPLE EFFECT — CHILDHOOD UPROOTED

SCHOOL DISRUPTIONS — CONTINUED

MORE THAN 3 IN 4 SCHOOLS
REPORTED INCREASED ABSENCES

School leaders reported an average of 37 students absent per school 
due to Operation Metro Surge; in the Twin Cities Metro, 95% 
reported an increase.

WILLMAR PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN WEST CENTRAL MINNESOTA: 
Nearly 30% of students — roughly 936 — stayed home on average 
each day the week of Jan. 12 after a student was detained.

Source: CAREI, March 2026; “Rep. Cheryl Youakim - Release: House Education Finance Committee Hears Impact of Operation Metro Surge on 
Minnesota’s Students and School Communities.” 2026. Mn.Gov. 2026. https://www.house.mn.gov/members/Profile/News/15450/41233.

ENFORCEMENT NEAR TWIN 
CITIES METRO SCHOOLS

14% Had officers on school property

11% Had students detained

CHILDHOOD HEALTH AND WELLNESS HALTED
Fear and anxiety resulted not only in school disruptions and absences but also in reduced access to vital services 
that support overall childhood health and wellness.

80%
INCREASE IN MISSED 
PEDIATRIC CARE
for Spanish-speaking families compared 
with the previous two years.

Source: Children’s Minnesota. 2026. “Pediatric Outpatient Care 
After Operation Metro Surge in Minneapolis.” September 2026.

27%
TWIN CITIES CHILDCARE 
PROVIDERS CLOSED
unexpectedly for at least one day 
between Dec. 2025 and Feb. 2026.

Source: Sheagren, Kim. 2026. “A Sector Under Strain: New Metro-Area 
Survey Reveals Mounting Operational and Financial Challenges.” Think 
Small. March 3, 2026. https://www.thinksmall.org/a-sector-under-strain/.

-146,875
FEB

-110,767
MAR

Source: City of Minneapolis. 2026. “Updated Impact Assessment & Recovery Needs Overview.” 
June 10, 2026. https://www.minneapolismn.gov/media/-www-content-assets/documents/Updated-
Impact-Assessment--Recovery-Needs-Overview---June-10-2026.pdf.

In a survey of school leaders 
statewide, the most common answer 
about other impacts to students was 
mental health impacts, such as fear, 
trauma, anxiety, and stress, among 
students, families, and school staff.

Source: CAREI, March 2026.

FEWER SCHOOL MEALS SERVED IN MINNEAPOLIS 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS COMPARED TO OCTOBER 2025

-183,539

In addition to the impact on food security, missed meals and 
student absenteeism result in significant lost funding for schools.

71% Had activity within two blocks

SCHOOL LEADERS REPORTED: 

Source: CAREI, March 2026.
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“Several of our parents of students that identify as 
American Indian felt very uneasy and offered to bring 
in their tribal IDs for us to have a copy on site in the 
event ICE arrived at school.” 

Northern MN school leader
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