
WHEREAS: ClearWay Minnesota has contributed to leading commercial tobacco prevention and control efforts within 

Minnesota and nationally over more than two decades; and      

WHEREAS: ClearWay Minnesota helped more than 200,000 individual commercial tobacco users make quit attempts 

through QUITPLAN Services; and      

WHEREAS: ClearWay Minnesota led advocacy efforts and campaigns to protect employees and patrons from secondhand 

smoke exposure and e-cigarette aerosols; increase the minimum tobacco sales age to 21; increase state funding 

for cessation services; and address health and racial equity; and       

WHEREAS: ClearWay Minnesota’s successful, award-winning counter-marketing campaigns continue to set an example 

for state commercial tobacco prevention and control programs across the country; and 

WHEREAS: ClearWay Minnesota provided $33 million in grants to organizations conducting research on commercial 

tobacco use and led the Minnesota Adult Tobacco Survey (MATS) and Tribal Tobacco Use Project (TTUP) 

research initiatives; and      

WHEREAS: ClearWay Minnesota partnered with Minnesota’s Tribal Nations through the Keep Tobacco Sacred program; 

and       

WHEREAS: ClearWay Minnesota provided grants and conducted outreach to reduce commercial tobacco use among 

populations disproportionally harmed, including BIPOC, LGBTQ+, and other communities; and 

WHEREAS: These efforts and investments have helped contribute to lowering the adult cigarette-smoking rate in 

Minnesota from 22 percent in 1998 to 14.5 percent today, saving thousands of lives and billions of dollars.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TIM WALZ, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim Wednesday, October 6, 2021, as:

CLEARWAY MINNESOTA DAY 
in the State of Minnesota. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and 

caused the Great Seal of the State of Minnesota to be affixed at the 

State Capitol this 1st day of October. 

 GOVERNOR 

______________________________    
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