
 

WHEREAS: The Stonewall Riots between June 28, 1969, and July 3, 1969 in New York, signified the beginning of the fight 
for equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, (LGBT) around the United States, this movement for the 
rights of individuals has grown to include queer, intersex, asexual, 2 Spirit, pansexual, and others 
(LGBTQIA+); and 

WHEREAS: In 2023, we celebrate the 54th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots, when members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender communities took a stand against police harassment and violence against LGBTQIA+ people; 
and 

WHEREAS: Each June, people in Minnesota and around the world commemorate the courageous individuals who have 
fought for the rights of LGBTQIA+ people throughout history; and 

WHEREAS: Minnesota passed the Minnesota Human Rights Act in 1993, prohibiting discrimination based on sexual 
orientation or gender in employment, housing, public accommodations, public services, education, credit, and 
business; and 

WHEREAS: Minnesota became the first Midwestern state to legalize same-sex marriage by legislative vote in 2013. In 2015, 
the United States Supreme Court in the Obergefell v. Hodges decision held that the right to marry is a fundamental 
right that may not be denied to same-sex couples; and  

WHEREAS: The Safe and Supportive Schools Act, signed into law during the 2014 Legislative Session, further reflects the 
desire to provide protections for students of all sexual orientations and gender identities or expressions; and 

WHEREAS: In 2023, the Minnesota Legislature passed, and Governor Walz signed a conversion therapy ban into law, 
declaring that Minnesota is a safe place for all LGBTQIA+ individuals to be who they are; and 

WHEREAS: Minnesota became a trans refuge state in 2023 when the Minnesota Legislature passed, and Governor Walz 
signed protections for transgender, gender diverse, non-binary, and gender queer individuals to seek and 
receive gender affirming health care into law; and 

WHEREAS: We recognize and affirm that LGBTQIA+ people deserve respect, compassion, and a place to be their authentic 
selves and we recommit to being a state where our LGBTQIA+ community members are safe and thriving. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TIM WALZ, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim the month of June 2023 as: 

PRIDE MONTH 
in the State of Minnesota. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

and caused the Great Seal of the State of Minnesota to be 

affixed at the State Capitol this 31st day of May. 

 

 

         GOVERNOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________       

        SECRETARY OF STATE 


