STATE.of MINNESOTA

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

Minnesota recognizes the extraordinary heroism, sacrifice, and long-awaited homecoming of
Captain Willibald C. Bianchi, a distinguished officer of the United States Army and New Ulm
native; and

On February 3, 1942, during the defense of the Bataan Peninsula in the Philippines, then-First
Lieutenant Bianchi displayed conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of
duty while serving with the 45th Infantry Regiment, Philippine Scouts; and

Despite sustaining multiple wounds, Captain Bianchi silenced enemy machine-gun positions and
continued to engage the enemy by manning an anti-aircraft gun from a tank until he was critically
wounded a fourth time and blown from the vehicle, acts of valor for which he was awarded the
Medal of Honor; and

Captain Bianchi survived the Bataan Death March but later died as a prisoner of war on January 9,
1945; his remains were interred in a mass grave at Takao Bay, Formosa, and subsequently
transferred to the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific; and

After eighty years of uncertainty, the efforts of the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency have led
to the identification of Captain Bianchi’s remains and their return to his home state; and

The return of Captain Bianchi brings a measure of closure to his family, the community of New
Ulm, and all Minnesotans, while honoring his enduring legacy of courage and sacrifice.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TIM WALZ, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby order all United States flags and Minnesota flags
to be flown at half-staff at all state buildings in the State of Minnesota, from sunrise to sunset on Saturday, May 2, 2026, in honor
and remembrance of Captain Willibald C. Bianchi.

CAPTAIN WILLIBALD C.

in the State of Minnesota.

BIANCHI DAY

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
and caused the Great Seal of the State of Minnesota to be
affixed at the State Capitol this 30h day of April.
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