
 

WHEREAS: There are over 20,000 dedicated individuals currently serving in active duty, the National Guard, 
and Reserves in the United States Armed Forces who call Minnesota home; and 

WHEREAS: More than 285,000 veterans reside in Minnesota, nearly 140,000 of whom are of working age; and 

WHEREAS: Service members are highly valuable employees, as they receive extensive skills training in a broad 
range of technical areas and have unique leadership and management perspectives that can 
correlate to civilian occupations across all industries in the public and private sectors; and 

WHEREAS: Veterans returning from deployments face higher unemployment rates and more challenges 
entering and advancing within the workforce compared to the general population, despite their 
intensive skills training, leadership, resourcefulness, and experience gained through military 
service; and 

WHEREAS: Employers connected to the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon program, as well as other veteran-friendly 
companies and organizations throughout Minnesota, are committed to hiring and uplifting veteran 
employees; and 

WHEREAS: CareerForce Veterans Employment Services at the Minnesota Department of Employment and 
Economic Development (DEED), in collaboration with the Minnesota Department of Veterans 
Affairs (MDVA), connects veterans throughout Minnesota with family-sustaining employment 
opportunities that effectively leverage their skills and experience; and 

WHEREAS: The 19th Annual Veterans Career Fair sponsored by DEED and MDVA will take place on 
Wednesday, May 21, 2025, at the Heritage Center of Brooklyn Center, featuring 100 employers 
who value veterans and are hiring now; and 

WHEREAS: Minnesota’s employers are encouraged to look to veterans as enthusiastic leaders and workers 
with the skills and experience to adapt to challenges and rise to the opportunities of the future. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TIM WALZ, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim May 2025 as:  

HIRE A VETERAN MONTH 
in the State of Minnesota. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Great Seal of the State of Minnesota to be 
affixed at the State Capitol this 30th day of April. 
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