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MOU: Framework for Cooperation

Natural resource management, 

Economic development and employment, 

Training and education, 

Maintaining Ojibwe cultural life-ways,

Regulatory jurisdiction
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Background Information

April 2016 Leech Lake Letter To DC

Leech Lake Band Chair to 

the Forest Service Chief 
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Background Information

September 2016 response from DC

ά/ƘƛŜŦΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊέ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ƘƛŜŦ ǘƻ 

Leech Lake Band Chair 
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Background Information

нлмс ά/ƘƛŜŦΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊέ

Å Desired Vegetation Conditions (DVC)

Å Traditional Ecological Knowledge

Å Expand use of Tribal Forest Protection Act
Å Develop a shared decision-making model
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Parties acknowledge

CŜŘŜǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ trust responsibility and 
treaty obligations

ÅLegally Enforceable

Fiduciary Responsibility

ÅTo protect tribal lands, 

ÅAssets, resources, and 

ÅTreaty Rights,

ÅMandates of federal law
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Framework for Cooperation

Natural resource management, 

Economic development and employment, 

Training and education, 

Maintaining Ojibwe cultural life-ways,

Regulatory jurisdiction
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On-going Learning

Åunique legal history between the Band and 
the Chippewa National Forest,

ÅForest Service multi-use mission

ÅHow culture and historical trauma shape the 
.ŀƴŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
management 
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Treaty Est. of 
Leech Lake 
Reservation

1855

MN gains 

Statehood

1858

Nelson Act

1889

Great Hinckley 
Fire

1894

Battle of 

Sugar Point

1898

A (brief) History
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Ojibwe Delegation to D.C. 
February 1, 1899

Delegation Requested:

ÅDead & Down Timber issue be 
addressed.

ÅMinimum price for pine be raised from 
$3 to $4 MBF.

ÅIndians be employed in the logging 
industry on the  forest. 
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A (brief) History

Battle of 

Sugar Point

1898

Morris Act

1902

Minnesota Forest 
Reserve

1902

Minnesota National 
Forest

1908

last Indian Claim was 
settled

1923

Chippewa National 
Forest

1928
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�9 MN National Forest Act of 1908 designated 
the forest as a national Forest.

�9 1st National Forest created by an Act of 
Congress

�9 1st National Forest created east of the 
Mississippi River and 

�9 Only National Forest created for the benefit of 
Indian People
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