
  The following information that was prepared by Rick Horton was shared with the committee as a 

document prior to the meeting.  Policy Committee meeting comments shown in italics.  

• State and County Forestry Funding:  Secured $3 million in General Fund and $6 million in Capital 

Investment for reforestation, $2 million for state and county forest roads, $4.2 million for 

private lands forestry, $800K for accelerated tree seed collection and $10 million in Capital 

Investments for improvements to the state nursery. 



Doug Tillma, MN DNR, will attend the upcoming July Council meeting to provide more detail 

about the funding appropriated by the legislature that is of interest to the Council.  

 

• Timber payments: Payment to the DNR will now be considered on time based on the postmark 

date. 

• Lowland Conifer Carbon Reserve: This Sierra Club proposal would have effectively prevented 

future timber harvest of lowland black spruce, tamarack, and white cedar in the name of carbon 

storage.  This House provision did not survive the Environment conference committee.  In a 

compromise they provided a $500,000 grant to the UMN to study the concept by 2027.   

 

Mike stated that this study has direct relevance to the MFRC Carbon Study and some of the same 

players will likely be involved.  He believes this does bear some discussion at the July Council 

meeting. He supports a letter from MFRC to the University to suggest how this might relate to 

the ongoing work of the Council with respect to assessing carbon sequestration in forests and 

management options.  

 

There was discussion that Marcella Windmuller-Campione of UMN Dept. of Forest Resources 

could join the discussion at the July Council meeting. Eric will touch base with John Zobel and 

Marcella.  

 

• Tax-Forfeit Lands:  In response to the US Supreme Court hearing a case involving disposal of tax-

forfeited property six separate bills were introduced that would jeopardize retention of 2.8 

million acres of county forest lands, responsible for 24% of the fiber production in Minnesota.  

These did not receive hearings, but we need to work to protect these lands between now and 

the next session.  An MFRC Resolution encouraging the Governor and legislature to protect 

these lands may help set the legislative direction.  On 5/25/23 the Court ruled unanimously in 

favor of the plaintiff. 

 

Mike requested that Julie share details around the 6 bills attached to this. Julie explained how 

the program to resell tax forfeited land currently works and the “epic” implications of these bills 

on the ability to make long-term investments to manage these lands.  For the Metro area, the 

bills make sense but not for those land managers that are maintaining and improving forest 

property.  






