
Age-Friendly Minnesota Council 
Meeting

August 12, 2026
9:00 am to 10:30 am



Agenda
• 9:00 Call to Order and Welcome Chair Pugh

• 9:05 Blueprint Steering Committee Committee and staff

• 9:25 Strategic Partnership Committee Chair Pugh and Committee

• 9:50 Advocacy and Policy Committee Chair Pugh/Farah Baig

• 10:10   Retiring Council Member: Dian Lopez

• 10:15   Director/Staff Report Staff

• Regional Exchanges

• Progress Report
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Next Council Meeting: 
Wednesday, September 2, 2026  | 9 to 12 noon  | In-Person



Blueprint Steering Committee



Action Teams Recommendations Report: 
Dissemination Plan Timeline

• Aug. 12: Recommendations Report draft presented to 
Council

• Aug. 13-28: Recommendations Report circulated for 
review and feedback

o Council members review and share with colleagues
o AFMN shares with partners

• Fri., Aug. 28: Feedback due to AFMN
• Sept. 2026: Comments reviewed and incorporated
• Wed., Oct. 7: Updated report sent to Council for review
• Wed. Oct. 12: Report submitted to Council for approval



Recommendations Report
Guided review questions:

1. Is your organization working on similar or related efforts that 
the AFMN Council should be aware of as we move forward?

2. Which recommendations stand out as highest priority or 
highest potential from your perspective?

3. Are you and/or your organization interested in engaging in 
this work as we move forward?

4. Are there important considerations not reflected in the 
current recommendations?

5. Which people or organizations would be important to be 
engaged in this work?

Online form with these questions will be provided.



Review Process for AFMN Council Members
Council Members – Agency Representatives

• Review and provide input based on your experience and knowledge. 

• Please also share with your agency colleagues, knowing that MMB will be 
facilitating Deputy Commissioner review of the report across numerous 
agencies (those on AFMN Council as well as others).

Council Members – Community Representatives

• Review and provide input based on your experience and knowledge.

• Please share with one organization in your network whose input you feel 
would be valuable.

All feedback due Friday, August 28, 2026.



Strategic Partnership Committee Report



AFMN / MBA Alignment Discussion
Concept:
• Update MBA statute to codify AFMN 

core functions into permanent law. 
• Considerations:
• Requires statutory modernization
• Careful transition planning
• Heavy lift of co-design of statute 

language and governance 
definitions 

• Determine which functions belong 
in statute and other needed changes

• Ensure flexibility is maintained

Concept: 
• Codify AFMN council in statute as operating in 

close collaboration and alignment with MBA.

• Considerations:

• Define governance roles

• Clarify decision-making authority

• Ensure sustainable support

• Clear and formal mechanisms for collaboration 
and alignment

• Determine who participates

• Clarify advisory roles

• Identify recommendations to inform decisions



Policy & Advocacy Committee Report



Timeline for 2027 Legislative Session (budget year) 
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MONTH ACTION ITEM(S)  

August  DHS Policy proposal; partner engagement (AARP); legislator meetings (Klevorn); 
  convening of MBA | MMB | AFMN | MNLCOA (tomorrow); primary results
 
September        MMB guidance committee begins (membership); share Action Team recommendations 

 and stakeholder feedback; legislator meetings, proposal development 

October  AFMN Regional Exchanges; legislator meetings, continue proposal development
  
November Continue proposal development; legislator meetings; MMB releases November budget 

 forecast; 2027 election results 

December Finalize materials for 2027 session; legislator meetings; MMB-LRP draft proposal 
  expected  



Regional Exchange Update



Regional Exchange Social Media Post



Regional Hosts and Planning Partners
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2026 Regional Exchanges

NW MN: 
• Dancing Sky Area 

Agency on Aging

Southern MN:
• Age-Friendly 

Freeborn County
• MN River Area 

Agency on Aging
• VINE Faith in Action

Statewide partners:
• AARP MN
• MN Board on Aging

Arrowhead:
• Arrowhead Area Agency 

on Aging

Central:
• Central MN Council on 

Aging

Metro:
• AARP MN
• Metropolitan Area Agency 

on Aging
• University of St. Thomas



2026 Regional Exchanges: Two-day format

DAY 1: Tues. Oct. 27, 2026
Virtual, statewide

• Keynote: Trust for America’s 
Health – on age-friendly ecosystem

• Featured speaker: Prof. Mildred 
Warner, Cornell University – on 
recent research re. benefits of age-
friendly communities

• AFMN/Blueprint Update

DAY 2: Wed., Oct. 28, 2026
In-person at 5 regional sites

• Common content: 
• Regional discussion on 

Blueprint Recommendations 
Report

• Blueprint Pulse Check 
(community engagement)

• Region-specific content: 
• Each region creating its own 

focus



Celebrating Progress 



Upcoming 
Meetings

• August
• Partners Convening: August 13

• September
• 2nd: AFMN Council Working Session – In-Person

• 24th: MBA Annual Strategic Planning Meeting

• October
• AFMN Council Meeting: October 14

• Regional Exchanges: Oct. 27 virtual / Oct. 28 in-
person

• November
• AFMN Working Session needs to be rescheduled 

due to public holiday on 11/11
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