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Safety and Prevention Unit webinar series 

Purpose:  

The Child Safety and Permanency Division, Safety and Prevention Unit, Minnesota Department of Human 
Services is hosting a webinar series aimed at child welfare and child protection workers to provide up-to-date 
policy and practice information in key areas. The webinars will share tools to further develop skills in child 
welfare practice. 

Date and time Topic and description 

Feb. 7, 2019 
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Child Maltreatment Screening Guidelines and Consultation Support 

The webinar will focus on 2019 updates to the Child Maltreatment Intake, 
Screening and Response Path Guidelines with discussion on frequently 
asked Rapid Consultation questions.  

Key topics of discussion includes:  

• Updates/changes to existing guidelines 
• Practice implications  
• Rapid Consultation themes 

Play Recording: Child Maltreatment Screening Guidelines and Consultation 
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Date and time Topic and description 

Feb. 21, 2019 
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Foster care: Relative search  
 
To understand the process and importance of relative search, notice, and 
consideration to ensure that diligent search efforts are made.  
The purpose of this webinar is to update policy guidance regarding due 
diligence and search for relatives when a child is placed into foster care. In 
addition, it will ensure that practice is consistent with Title IV-E 
requirements.  
 
Key topics of discussion includes:  
 
• How to search  
• Required notice  
• Ensure diligent search efforts for relatives  

Play Recording: Foster care: Relative search     

Mar. 14, 2019 
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

 
Caseworker and child visits  
 
Caseworker visits are a critical component to ensure the safety of children 
and reunification of families. The core focus of visits is protection of 
children.  
 
The purpose of the webinar is to provide guidance on the sufficiency and 
frequency of quality caseworker visits to meet children’s needs and to 
ensure adequate monitoring of safety and well-being.  
 
Key topics for discussion includes:  
 
• Quality  
• Frequency  
• Monitoring and assessment  

Play Recording:  Caseworker and child visits  

https://mndhs.webex.com/ec3300/eventcenter/recording/recordAction.do?theAction=poprecord&siteurl=mndhs&entappname=url3300&internalRecordTicket=4832534b00000004fc8aa9e731b79c17b94ab05ae7bdd8014be1de3f6517b5ecb16c89556be4ad32&renewticket=0&isurlact=true&format=short&rnd=1815551312&RCID=037f45383909c84128678c5ef7d439fa&rID=137686997&needFilter=false&recordID=137686997&apiname=lsr.php&AT=pb&actappname=ec3300&&SP=EC&entactname=%2FnbrRecordingURL.do&actname=%2Feventcenter%2Fframe%2Fg.do
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmndhs.webex.com%2Fmndhs%2Flsr.php%3FRCID%3D3181ab186affab89241cc2a8f3e62c59&data=02%7C01%7Cjodi.schommer%40state.mn.us%7C69dc8c5982aa4f209b9208d6bce659b7%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C636904094867835510&sdata=egxA%2BCvsgdWET700104bK413neAxBzZDs3Fq4d63R8w%3D&reserved=0
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Date and time Topic and description 

Apr. 25, 2019 
10:00am -11:30am 

 
Responding to human trafficking reports: Sex trafficking, labor 
trafficking, and foreign born children 
 
The webinar will provide tips and case examples for child welfare agency 
response to allegations of sex and labor trafficking involving foreign-born 
minors. Presenters will also discuss screening and response to all child 
labor trafficking. 
 
Play recording:  Responding to human trafficking reports: Sex trafficking, 
labor trafficking, and foreign born children 
 

May 21, 2019 
10:00am -11:30am 

 
Facility Investigations: Overview and Best Practices  
 
The webinar will provide information about updates to the Facility Best 
Practice guide including changes in practice regarding determinations as 
well as a general overview of the process of Facility Investigations.   
 
Play recording:  Facility Investigations Overview and Best Practices 
Webinar  
 

Jul. 30, 2019 
10:00am -11:30am 

 
Overview of Minnesota’s Child Welfare Safety Framework 
 
Child welfare agencies have the responsibility to ensure the safety of all 
children who come to their attention. Research and experience tell us that 
child welfare decision-making practices directly affect the ability of 
agencies to achieve safety outcomes.   
 
This purpose of this webinar is to review Minnesota’s current safety 
decision-making practices and explore the relationship between decision-
making factors and decision-making tools commonly used to support 
agencies in improving safety outcomes; including ways to use decision-
making and assessment tools more effectively.   
 
Register for Overview of Minnesota’s Child Welfare Safety Framework 
 

https://mndhs.webex.com/mndhs/onstage/playback.php?RCID=c2496353fd466407f050354abac6433e
https://mndhs.webex.com/mndhs/onstage/playback.php?RCID=c2496353fd466407f050354abac6433e
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmndhs.webex.com%2Fmndhs%2Fonstage%2Fplayback.php%3FRCID%3Dc480090e86a1520a229ef9f2d44b0d11&data=02%7C01%7Cjodi.schommer%40state.mn.us%7C1994faca1fe04590d8f408d6dece77b4%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C636941375708549086&sdata=%2BtT2N4wV0hj7q83s%2F1NxWIsSg08E2gAYmZgaAbJ7d38%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmndhs.webex.com%2Fmndhs%2Fonstage%2Fplayback.php%3FRCID%3Dc480090e86a1520a229ef9f2d44b0d11&data=02%7C01%7Cjodi.schommer%40state.mn.us%7C1994faca1fe04590d8f408d6dece77b4%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C636941375708549086&sdata=%2BtT2N4wV0hj7q83s%2F1NxWIsSg08E2gAYmZgaAbJ7d38%3D&reserved=0
https://mndhs.webex.com/mndhs/onstage/g.php?MTID=e85bc28234b3ded6fd8e51393b9b76abe
https://mndhs.webex.com/mndhs/onstage/g.php?MTID=e85bc28234b3ded6fd8e51393b9b76abe
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Date and time Topic and description 

Aug. 22, 2019 
10:00am -11:30am 

 
Protective Factors and Capacities with families experiencing trafficking, 
exploitation or domestic violence 
 
Prevention is a key responsibility within the child protection response to 
human trafficking and domestic violence. The webinar will discuss 
protective factors and early intervention efforts. 
 
Register for Protective Factors and Capacities with families experiencing 
trafficking, exploitation or domestic violence 
 

Sept. 11, 2019 
10:00am -11:30am 

 
Female Genital Cutting (FGC): Critical Training and Education 
 
This presentation is focused on providing education of what is female 
genital cutting (FGC) and on addressing the gaps in services for women 
who have experienced FGC. In some countries, FGC remains a deeply held 
cross-generational custom.  
 
Women and girls who immigrate to the United States from these countries 
are likely to encounter a system unprepared for their FGC-related health 
needs. Our aim is to shed some light on the practice of FGC and open up 
education and critical conversation with regards to this topic. 
 
Register for Female Genital Cutting (FGC): Critical Training and Education 
 

https://mndhs.webex.com/mndhs/onstage/g.php?MTID=e2e7b1b54068cc8d193b20264107e9182
https://mndhs.webex.com/mndhs/onstage/g.php?MTID=e2e7b1b54068cc8d193b20264107e9182
https://mndhs.webex.com/mndhs/onstage/g.php?MTID=eed0004a81f527b11e0c0d044c15b507b
https://mndhs.webex.com/mndhs/onstage/g.php?MTID=eed0004a81f527b11e0c0d044c15b507b
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Date and time Topic and description 

Sep. 27, 2019 
10:00am -11:30am 

 Engaging Parents Across the Life of a Case 

To understand the process of engaging children, parents and families 
involved in child protection from the investigation/assessment phase 
through permanency.  The purpose of this webinar is to provide guidance 
regarding engagement with families involved in child protection to ensure 
practice is consistent with state and federal policy requirements.  

Key topics include: 

• Investigation and assessment 
• Initial and ongoing assessment of safety and risk 
• Assessing needs and services through case management 
• Working towards achieving permanency 

Register for Engaging Parents Across the Life of a Case 

Oct. 17, 2019 
10:00am -11:30am 

 
Engaging Domestic Violence Offenders 
 
In cases involving co-occurring child maltreatment and domestic violence, 
ensuring the safety of the children and victim parent requires holding the 
offender accountable for his behavior while promoting safe, non-violent 
alternative behaviors.   
 
This webinar aims to help child protection caseworkers prepare for, 
interview, assess, and case-plan with perpetrators of domestic violence.  
The role and appropriate use of Batterer Intervention Programs will also be 
discussed, as will the need to collaborate with other systems and providers 
to ensure offender accountability. 
 
Register for Engaging Domestic Violence Offenders  

 

https://mndhs.webex.com/mndhs/onstage/g.php?MTID=e6740607834eb27c8be620c8ac25fcf1b
https://mndhs.webex.com/mndhs/onstage/g.php?MTID=e48c88a8d47d97a87f64f51dfc963398d
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Date and time Topic and description 

Nov. 7, 2019 
10:00am -11:30am 

 
Child abuse and neglect prevention: Well-being for Minnesota’s families 
and communities  
 
The Minnesota Department of Human Services works with parents, 
communities, state, county and local agencies and organizations to reduce 
the risk of child abuse and neglect by promoting family and community 
health and well-being.  
 
Key topics for discussion includes:  
 
• Prevention Framework 
• Prevention and Disparities Request/s for Proposal  
• Parent Support Outreach Program 
• Supporting Fatherhood Efforts 
• Expanded Help Me Grow and Early Childhood Networks and Connections 
 
Register for Child abuse and neglect prevention: Well-being for 
Minnesota’s families and communities 
 

Dec. 10, 2019 
11:00am -12:30pm 

Trauma Screening and Beyond 

Given the impact of trauma on early brain development and across the 
lifespan, it is important to promote social and emotional well-being of all 
children. Screening for trauma exposure and ensuring linkages to services 
and resources is one way to address child maltreatment and advance 
healthy development and well-being.   
 
The purpose of this webinar is to provide policy and practice guidance 
regarding mental health screening, referral, and follow-through 
approaches for children and families involved in the child protection 
system.  In addition, it will explore current statewide screening 
coordination and progress toward improved outcomes for children across 
public systems. 
 
Register for Trauma Screening and Beyond 
 

 
 

https://mndhs.webex.com/mndhs/onstage/g.php?MTID=ea1442de6d6f039c7e49f66c5a772816a
https://mndhs.webex.com/mndhs/onstage/g.php?MTID=ea1442de6d6f039c7e49f66c5a772816a
https://mndhs.webex.com/mndhs/onstage/g.php?MTID=ebbab0cb93c6014063aa6984b6eae29af
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If you have questions prior and/or after the webinars, please send via email to 
dhs.safetyandprevention.webinar@state.mn.us 

mailto:dhs.safetyandprevention.webinar@state.mn.us
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